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PREFACE. 


THE  following  Tale  is  intended 
for  the  perusal  of  the  higher  classes 
of  schools  and  private  families  on 
Sunday  ;  a  period  during  which  the 
Author  has  found  the  young  persons 
composing  her  own  family  disin- 
clined to  sermons  and  other  dry 
books  of  devotion. 

She  has  sought  to  infuse  into  it 
some  of  the  pious  spirit  of  our  best 
writers, — to  inculcate  the  advantage 
of  building  our  earthly  friendships 
on  the  sure  basis  of  religion, — and 
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IV  PREFACE. 

to  point  out  some  of  the  various 
excellencies  which  distinguish  our 
venerable  church. 

Dissenters  of  every  kind  have  al- 
ready supplied  their  youthful  mem- 
bers with  suitable  histories  of  this 
description ;  and  it  is  humbly  hoped 
the  well  meant  effort  of  a  decided 
church-woman  may  meet  indul- 
gence, if  not  approbation,  from 
that  community  to  which  she  is 
proud  to  belong. 


FEMALE  FRIENDSHIP, 


CHAPTER  I. 

CAROLINE  HOWARD  had  no  recollec- 
tion of  any  home  but  Grove  House,  a 
large  and  fashionable  school  near  Lon- 
don, into  which  she  had  been  intro- 
duced when  only  four  years  old.  She 
understood  that  she  had  been  conveyed 
thither  from  India  by  her  father  ;  and 
left  entirely  to  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  Miss  Stewart,  till  old  enough 
to  return  to  him,  completely  educated. 
Caroline  had  always  been  the  favourite 
of  her  governess,  and  was  beside  much 
liked  by  her  school-fellows  :  for  the 
influence  which  she  was  supposed  to 
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possess  with  the  head  of  the  establish- 
ment, united  to  a  great  command  of 
money,  and  a  long  residence  in  the 
house,  seemed  to  give  her  a  prescriptive 
right  to  lead  ;  while  the  gaiety  and  gene- 
rosity of  her  disposition  prevented  her 
from  abusing  this  enviable  privilege. 
She  possessed  likewise  such  a  natural 
quickness,  that  she  excelled  in  what- 
ever she  undertook,  so  that  her  com- 
panions generally  relinquished  the  idea 
of  competition  with  her;  and  although 
this  advantage  was  counterbalanced  by 
the  want  of  perseverance,  yet  it  left  her 
in  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  charac- 
ter and  reputation  of  being  the  clever- 
est, as  well  as  the  most  handsome,  rich, 
and  elegant,  of  all  Miss  Stewart's  pu- 
pils. The  powerful  sway  of  beauty  is 
perhaps  no  where  more  readily  acknow- 
ledged than  at  school  ;  and  that  of  Ca- 
roline not  only  excited  the  admiration 
of  all  strangers,  but  called  forth  the 
almost  rapturous  applause  of  her  com- 
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panions  :  particularly  on  dancing  days, 
when  it  was  seen  to  peculiar  advantage, 
set  off  by  elegant  apparel,  and  adorned 
by  that  natural  grace  in  all  her  move- 
ments, which  rendered  her  the  pride 
of  Monsieur  Laborde,  and  the  incessant 
theme  of  his  commendation.  Distin- 
guished thus  by  nature  and  fortune, 
combining  so  many  advantages  which 
are  rarely  united,  was  Caroline  Howard 
happier  than  her  school-fellows  ?  By  no 
means;  for,  although  occasionally  lively, 
her  spirits,  like  those  of  most  people 
who  have  been  much  indulged,  were 
unequal  ;  and  she  was  subject  to  fits  of 
restlessness  and  discontent,  when,  in- 
different to  all  the  blessings  she  posses- 
sed, she  was  tormented  by  the  desire  of 
something  more,  and  better,  to  which 
she  would  have  been  puzzled  to  assign 
a  name,  though  she  believed  it  was  the 
tender  care  of  a  mother  for  which  she 
sighed,  particularly  during  the  holi- 
days, when  all  beside  herself  had  happy 
B  2 
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homes  to  which  they  could  resort ;  and 
affectionate  friends,  or  relatives,  before 
whom  they  could  display  their  acquire- 
ments. And  what,  thought  she,  are 
the  triumphs  of  vanity,  to  the  silent 
homage  of  the  heart  ? 

Caroline  Howard  was  fifteen  when 
Miss  Stewart  was  induced  to  receive  a 
young  lady,  who  was  to  be  qualified  for 
a  governess,  in  consequence  of  a  sudden 
failure  of  a  great  concern,  in  which  her 
father's  property  had  been  embarked. 
School  was  entirely  new  to  Gertrude 
Orme,  who  had  been  educated  in  the 
country,  under  the  care  of  her  uncle,  a 
pious  clergyman  ;  by  whom  she  would 
have  been  protected  from  the  ruin  which 
had  fallen  on  her  family,  had  she  not 
insisted  on  leaving  the  peaceful  asylum 
in  which  she  had  been  reared,  in  order 
that  its  advantages  might  be  extended 
to  a  younger  sister,  while  she  devoted 
her  time  and  her  talents  towards  the 
more  comfortable  support  of  her  wor- 
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thy  parents.  Accustomed  to  the  tender- 
ness and  the  indulgence  of  home,  many 
things  in  her  new  abode  seemed  strange 
and  difficult ;  but  she  was  armed  against 
trials  of  all  kinds,  by  meekness  and 
resignation  to  the  will  of  heaven ;  and 
was  besides  so  unaffectedly  humble,  and 
void  of  pretence,  that  no  one  could 
laugh  long  at  a  person  always  ready  to 
acknowledge  her  ignorance,  and  obliged 
to  those  who  would  enlighten  her  mind. 
Gertrude  indeed  never  felt  ashamed  of 
not  knowing  that  which  she  had  pos- 
sessed no  means  of  acquiring ;  and  as 
her  education  in  all  essential  particulars 
had  been  carefully  attended  to,  and  even 
accomplishments,  as  far  as  they  are  at- 
tainable in  a  retired  situation,  were  not 
neglected,  it  was  surprising  how  rapidly 
she  improved,  how  soon  every  body  felt 
they  must  respect  conduct  so  consistent. 
Caroline  in  particular,  interested  by  the 
little  history  which  had  preceded  her 
arrival,  was  struck  with  the  difference 
B  3 
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subsisting  between  Miss  Orme  and  all 
those  she  had  known  before.  "Why," 
said  she  to  herself,  "  do  I,  flattered  and 
admired  as  I  have  ever  been,  feel  so 
sensibly  my  inferiority  to  this  unpre- 
tending girl  ?  She  is  certainly  neither 
so  handsome,  nor  so  accomplished  as  I 
am  ;  and  although  I  have  not  yet  disco- 
vered in  her  many  of  the  faults  I  am 
aware  of  in  myself,  that  is  only,  per- 
haps, because  she  is  more  adroit  in  con- 
cealing them  ;  for  she  must  certainly 
possess  great  self-command,  or  she 
could  not  endure,  with  such  unvarying 
sweetness,  the  undeserved  chidings  of 
Miss  Stewart.  She  seems  like  some  en- 
chantress, to  possess  a  talisman,  which 
renders  her  independent  of  outward 
circumstances,  I  will  endeavour  to 
learn  the  secret." 

From  this  time  Caroline  became  on 
all  occasions  the  champion  of  Miss 
Orme,  even,  as  sometimes  happened, 
against  her  own  interest ;  while  such 
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generous  kindness,  quickly  vanquish- 
ing the  reserve  of  Gertrude,  she  shone 
among  her  companions  in  a  new  and 
fairer  light.  Nothing  could  be  more 
affectionate,  more  devoted,  or  more 
sincere  than  her  attachments  when  once 
called  forth.  Bound  to  Caroline  alike 
by  gratitude  and  choice,  she  resolved  to 
prove  herself  worthy  of  the  title  of  her 
friend,  not  by  doing  the  exercises  for 
her,  which  she  was  bound  to  perform 
herself;  not  by  screening  her,  by  un- 
truths, from  deserved  punishment;  not 
by  keeping  others,  to  puff  her  up,  with 
pride  and  vanity  :  but  by  gently,  kindly, 
judiciously  pointing  out  the  faults,  which 
her  defective  education  had  occasioned  ; 
by  making  her  dissatisfied  with  herself  : 
and,  although  she  perceived  that  Caro- 
line, unaccustomed  to  such  plain  deal- 
ing, was  half  disposed  to  resent  it,  as 
an  unwarrantable  liberty,  still  Gertrude 
was  neither  surprised  nor  discouraged  ; 
for  she  was  aware  how  unwelcome  is 
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the  first  knowledge  of  ourselves ;  how 
unthankful  the  office  of  holding  up  a 
faithful  mirror  to  those  who  have  only 
consulted  flattering  ones.  "  We  all 
walk,"  said  she,  u  on  the  borders  of  a 
precipice,  and  if,  by  shutting  our  eyes, 
we  could  avoid  its  dangers,  we  should 
be  wise  to  do  so  ;  but  since  we  are  only 
prevented  by  God's  watchful  providence, 
from  falling  into  it,  at  every  step,  sure- 
ly such  wilful  blindness  must  be  equally 
absurd  and  dangerous." 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  precipices  ?" 
enquired  Caroline,  "  I  am  sure  my  paths 
have  hitherto  been  sufficiently  smooth." 

"  But  whither  do  they  lead  ?"  asked 
Gertrude, 

"  To  my  being  a  woman  and  marry- 
ing," said  Caroline,  laughing. 

"  Admitting  they  proceed  so  far," 
observed  Miss  Orme,  "  which  is  doubt- 
ful, do  they  go  no  farther  ?  Shall  you 
stand  still  when  you  are  once  grown 
up?" 
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«  Why  no  :  I  suppose/'  said  Caroline, 
"  that  I  shall  in  time  grow  old,  and  ugly, 
like  other  people,  but  it  will  be  soon 
enough  to  think  of  that,  many  years 
hence/' 

"  You  admit,  however,"  added  Ger- 
trude, "  that,  provided  we  are  spared  to 
endure  the  infirmities  of  approaching 
age,  a  something  worse  and  more  inevi- 
table must  still  succeed  ?" 

"  I  suppose,"  observed  Miss  Howard, 
after  a  pause,  "  that  you  allude  to  death  ; 
but  why  should  I  make  myself  unhappy 
now,  with  thinking  of  an  evil  which  is 
at  least  distant  ?" 

"  Did  you  never  know  any  one  die 
young  ?"  asked  Miss  Or  me,  "  cut  off 
in  the  midst  of  health  and  strength  ?  I 
thought  one  of  the  young  ladies  in  this 
seminary  had  died,  only  last  half-year  ; 
and  if  you  will  walk  through  any  church- 
yard, you  will  find  there  young  persons 
to  one  year  old  5  a  convincing  proof 
that  youth  affords  no  particular  exemp- 
tion." 
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"  As  to  Miss  Hay,"  observed  Caro- 
line, «  she  happened  to  catch  a  fever  -, 
and  as  for  church-yards,  I  know  nothing 
about  them,  for  I  would  go  a  mile  round, 
rather  than  be  obliged  to  pass  through 
such  a  dismal  place. 

"  Yet  I  would  advise  you,"  said  Ger- 
trude, "  to  endeavour  to  familiarize 
yourself  to  what  is  so  inevitable.  You 
admit  that  death  must  come  at  last.  Is 
it  likely  to  be  less  unwelcome  because 
unthought  of,  and  unprepared  for  ?  I 
can  assure  you,  from  actual  observation, 
that  it  is  not  even  an  evil  to  those  who 
have  frequently  meditated  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  endeavoured  to  make  provi- 
sion against  its  arrival.  It  was,  you 
know,  part  of  my  uncle's  duty  to  at- 
tend the  beds  of  the  dying  :  I  frequently 
accompanied  him,  and  have  seen  the 
young,  the  beautiful, — even  those  who 
had  tender  parents,  beloved  husbands, 
or  helpless  infants,  to  leave  behind  them, 
quit  this  world,  not  only  with  compo- 
sure, but  with  joy." 
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"  O  !  now/'  said  Caroline,  "  1  can- 
not believe  you :  one  may  indeed  submit 
to  that  which  it  is  vain  to  contend 
against ;  but  to  rejoice  at  leaving  this 
pleasant  world,  for  the  dark  cold  grave, 
is  morally  impossible;  I  shudder  at  the 
very  thought,  and  think  it  a  cruel  hard- 
ship to  have  to  go  at  all,  and  especially 
while  we  are  young." 

"  The  fact,  however,  is  indubitable," 
answered  Gertrude ;  "  and  we  have 
only  to  inquire  the  motive  which  can 
produce  such  remarkable  effects.  You 
must  allow  it  is  worth  seeking ;  for  if 
religion  could  do  no  more  for  us,  than 
to  destroy  the  fear  of  death,  it  would 
be  much  ;  but  in  addition  to  this,  it 
increases  all  the  innocent  and  rational 
pleasures  of  life,  while  it  takes  away 
the  bitterness  of  those  trials  and  disap- 
pointments which  all  must  endure  ;  of 
which  you,  as  yet,  know  little  \  but 
which  God  only  knows  how  soon  you 
may  be  called  to  struggle  against.  Be- 
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take  yourself  then,  dear  Caroline,  at 
once,  to  this  only  sufficient  refuge,  to 
the  great  Parent  of  all,  who  not  only 
can,  but  will,  save  to  the  uttermost, 
those  who  come  unto  him,  with  faith 
and  humility  ;  who  has  more  especially 
declared  in  his  word,  that  those  who 
seek  him  early  shall  be  found  of  him. 
Then  will  you  perceive  <  that  perfect 
love  that  casteth  out  fear  : '  then  will 
you  feel  above  the  paltry  evils  that  no 
one  can  escape ;  confident  that  yourself, 
and  all  that  concerns  you,  are  in  the 
hands  of  a  power,  all  wise,  as  well  as 
all-merciful.  You  will  be  delivered 
from  care  or  anxiety, — be  calm  and 
cheerful,  thoughtful  andliontented." 

"  This  then,"  said  Caroline,  "  is  the 
secret  cause  why  you  are  so  superior  to, 
and  so  unlike  us  !  I  had  always  thought 
religion  was  only  fit  for  old  people,  and 
that  it  rendered  them  gloomy  and  ill- 
natured.  I  cannot,  however,  doubt  the 
truth  of  what  you  assert  and  practise  ; 
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but  even  if  I  wished  to  be  in  the  same 
happy  case,  I  know  not  how  to  set  about 
it  -,  for  though  Miss  Stewart  reads  us  a 
sermon  every  Sunday  evening,  and  I 
have  always  been  to  church,  my  ideas 
are  very  confused  on  the  subject,  never 
having  given  much  attention  to  either. 
It  is  a  great  comfort  however,  that  I 
am  not  worse  than  the  other  girls,  in- 
deed not  so  bad,  for  I  never  made  fun 
of  the  clergymen,  nor  learned  my  lesson 
when  I  was  thought  to  be  repeating  my 
prayers." 

"  Still,"  answered  Gertrude,  «  you 
have  all  to  learn  even  the  very  foundation 
of  religion,  a  just  and  low  opinion  of 
yourself.  Have  you  ever  felt  you  were 
not  quite  so  perfect  as  you  would  wish, 
and  tried  to  mend  ?" 

"  O  yes,"  said  Caroline,  eagerly, 
"  though  I  never  would  own  it,  I  know 
I  am  passionate  and  impatient,  and  that 
I  often  say  things  I  am  afterwards  sorry 
for  :  I  always  resolve  to  command  my 
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temper  another  time,  but  directly  I  am 
in  a  rage,  away  go  all  my  wise  reso- 
lutions/' 

"  This,"  observed  Miss  Orme,  "  may 
convince  you  of  the  truth  of  what  you 
have  repeated  many  times,  (  that  we 
have  no  power  of  ourselves  to  help  our- 
selves ;  but,'  continued  she,  observing 
the  thoughtful  countenance  of  her  friend, 
«  I  have,  I  fear,  wearied  you,  and  it  is 
time  we  should  return  into  school." 

The  following  Sunday  a  new  light 
seemed  to  break  in  upon  the  mind  of 
Caroline,  who  perceived  for  the  first 
time,  that  the  service  in  which  she  had 
often  joined,  had  a  meaning,  and  was 
strikingly  beautiful  as  a  composition. 
How  earnest,  yet  simple,  were  the  peti- 
tions !  how  forcible  the  terms  of  self- 
abasement  !  how  glowing  the  expres- 
sions of  praise  and  thanksgiving  !  how 
poetical,  how  eloquent  the  Psalms  ! 
Conscious  how  little  her  heart  accom- 
panied her  words,  Caroline  felt  ashamed 
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to  repeat  them,  yet  thus,  thought  she, 
I  ought  to  feel, — she  looked  towards 
Gertrude,  unaffectedly  composed  and 
attentive,  yet  void  of  all  grace.  She 
evidently  remembered  she  was  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord ;  and  conducted  her- 
self there  with  that  respect  and  rever- 
ence which  even  the  most  thoughtless 
assume  in  the  presence  of  an  earthly 
superior.  As  they  walked  home  toge- 
ther, Caroline  said  to  her  companion, 
"  The  service  did  not  seem  nearly  so 
long  and  tiresome  to  day,  whilst  I  at- 
tended to  it,  as  it  used  to  do,  when  I 
was  trying  to  think  of  something  else ; 
but  you  must  confess  it  is  a  great  while 
to  sit  doing  nothing." 

"  Every  thing  human,"  answered  Ger- 
trude, "  is  imperfect ;  when  our  refor- 
mers seceded  from  the  Catholic  Church, 
they,  for  some  good  reason,  thought  it 
advisable  to  unite  three  services  into 
one,  which  of  course  causes  some  length 
and  repetition;  but  beside  that  it  is 
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always  dangerous,  to  begin  to  break 
into  what  time  and  custom  have  long 
sanctioned  :  this  very  fault  has  an  advan- 
tage, considering  how  difficult  every  one 
finds  it  is  to  fix  the  attention. — " 

"  You  then/'  interrupted  Caroline, 
"  cannot  always  command  your 
thoughts  ?" 

"  Indeed  I  cannot,"  answered  Ger- 
trude ;  "  and  perhaps  there  is  not  any 
thing  for  which  we  ought  more  fre- 
quently to  pray,  than  for  the  power  of 
doing  this ;  that  wonderful,  and  inces- 
sant stream  of  ideas,  that  passes  through 
the  human  mind,  is  what,  in  fact, 
stamps  the  character.  "  As  the  man 
thinketh  so  is  he/'  Let  any  one  only 
take  notice,  for  an  hour,  of  what  passes 
in  himself,  and  he  will  be  astonished  at 
the  frivolity,  the  vanity,  of  his  imagi- 
nations. How  ashamed  would  he  feel 
that  the  world,  or  even  his  friends, 
should  see  him  as  he  sees  himself  !  Yet 
to  the  great  searcher  of  hearts,  whose 
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judgment  is  of  such  infinitely  greater 
importance,  all  this  is  known." 

"  But  it  cannot  be  helped,"  said  Ca- 
roline, "  for  I  have  often  tried  to  think 
of  nothing  but  my  lesson,  and  the  more 
I  tried,  the  more  a  hundred  other  things 
come  crowding  into  my  head." 

"  We  cannot,  indeed,"  answered  Ger- 
trude, «  attain  to  this,  or  any  thing 
else,  all  of  a  sudden,  nor  without  divine 
assistance ;  but  there  is  beside  a  great 
magician,  of  whose  power  we  may 
always  avail  ourselves,  called  Habit; 
through  whom,  if  we  will  always  attend 
to  what  is  passing  in  the  mighty  empire 
we  are  commanded  to  rule,  we  may 
arrest  and  fix  the  good  subjects  ;  and 
either  vanish,  or  fly  from  the  bad.  But 
the  fact  is,  we  would  rather  take  the 
most  weary  pilgrimage,  than  constantly 
and  habitually  look  at  home.  We  would 
rather  fill  up  a  little  leisure,  with  think- 
ing of  dress,  or  even  meditating  on  our 
troubles,  which  only  makes  them  worse, 
c  3 
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than  muse  for  ever  so  short  a  time,  on 
God ;  than  seek  out  some  of  our  faults, 
in  order  that  we  may  try  to  mend  them. 
Yet,  whether  we  forget  them  or  not, 
they  will  be  recorded  against  us  else- 
where, unless  effaced  by  repentance." 

"  All  this  is  very  difficult !"  observed 
Caroline,  with  a  sigh. 

"  Is  it  necessary  ?"  asked  her  friend. 
"  Were  you  ever  deterred  by  difficulties, 
from  endeavouring  to  learn  a  piece  of 
music,  that  you  thought  would  gain  you 
credit  ?  How  did  you  manage  to  attain 
it?" 

"  O  !  by  taking  a  few  bars  at  a  time, 
and  by  practising  over  and  over  again, 
for  ever,  almost,"  said  Caroline  ;  "  but 
after  all,  what  merit  would  there  be  in 
my  cold,  reluctant  attempts  at  devo- 
tion ?" 

"  What  you  begin  reluctantly,''  an- 
swered Gertrude,  "  will  become  easy 
from  habit,  and  pleasant  from  use. 
When  recovering  from  your  late  illness, 
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it  was  at  first  painful  to  you  to  try  to 
walk,  but  you  did  not,  therefore,  recon- 
cile yourself  to  sitting  still ;  you  per- 
severed, and  the  exercise  soon  became 
delightful.  Every  thing  in  human  life  is 
progressive  ;  and  if  you  do  not  advance 
in  your  Christian  career,  though  it  be 
slowly,  you  will  assuredly  fall  back." 

A  week  passed  away  without  Miss 
Or  me  attempting  to  renew  this  subject : 
she  wished  to  give  Caroline  time  to  di- 
gest the  new  ideas  she  had  gained ;  she 
wished  not  to  interfere  unnecessarily  with 
either  her  business  or  her  amusement ; 
but  when,  on  the  following  Sunday,  they 
again  walked  together  to  church,  Caro- 
line inquired, 

"  What  makes  you  so  alert  this  morn- 
ing ?  I  declare  you  are  quite  gay/' 

"  I  am  not  aware  of  any  particular 
cause  for  excitement/'  answered  Ger- 
trude ;  "  Sunday  is  indeed  always  a 
welcome  day  to  me." 

"  Well !  that  is  extraordinary  !"  said 
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Caroline,  "  I  declare  I  hate  Sunday  ; 
it  breaks  into  all  one's  plans  and  pur- 
suits 5  and  is  beside  so  horribly  dull, 
particularly  if  it  be  wet." 

"  There  is  one  pursuit,  however," 
observed  Gertrude,  "  and  that  of  some 
consequence,  which  is  helped  on,  instead 
of  hindered,  by  the  so  frequent  recur- 
rence of  this  sacred  day ;  and  perhaps 
there  is  no  part  of  our  time,  of  which 
we  shall  have  to  render  so  strict  an 
account,  as  of  our  sabbaths,  and  they  form 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  it.  Have 
you  ever  considered  that  in  one  year 
there  are  more  than  seven  weeks  of 
Sundays  ?  Beside  the  awful  considera- 
tion of  this  future  reckoning,  it  is  surely 
desireable  to  like  what  must  recur  so 
often,  to  be  able  to  pass  through  with- 
out encountering  ennui,  or  self-reproach, 
so  many  hours.  At  school,  indeed, 
employment  is  pretty  well  provided  for 
us,  and  would  we  only  attend,  while 
saying  our  Catechism,  a  ceremony  usu- 
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ally  gabbled  through,  by  rote,  we  should 
find  that  it  not  only  contains  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  us  wise  unto  salva- 
tion, but  that  being,  as  it  is,  the  com- 
position of  many  wise  as  well  as  pious 
men,  it  is  in  itself,  equally  simple,  com- 
prehensive, arid  concise.  What  a  bless- 
ing to  consider,  that  this  little  manual 
of  devotion,  though  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  rich,  as  their  earliest  and  best 
instructor,  is  yet  open  to  almost  every 
poor  child  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  though 
by  both,  it  may  not  appear  sufficiently 
attended  to,  while  they  are  young,  yet 
frequently,  in  after  years,  may  the  les- 
sons early  impressed  on  the  memory, 
recur  to  amend  the  heart !  The  cold 
compliment  of  a  merely  personal  atten- 
dance, whether  at  church,  or  in  the 
assembly  held  at  home  to  supply  its 
place,  will  not  satisfy  that  jealous  God, 
whose  eye  is  on  the  heart,  and  to  whom 
all  hearts  are  at  all  times  open.  He  will 
indeed  compassionate  occasional  wan~ 
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derings,  provided  he  sees  we  strive 
against  them ;  but  he  has  no  sympathy 
with  that  large  and  common  class  of 
persons,  who  pass  their  lives  in  a  fruit- 
less endeavour  to  unite  the  opposite 
services  of  God  and  the  world ;  who, 
provided  they  conform  decently  to  esta- 
blished forms  of  worship,  live  content- 
edly strangers  to  its  spirit.  They  dare 
not  quite  neglect  the  one,  they  will  not 
sacrifice  ever  so  little  of  the  pleasures 
of  the  other  ;  but  this  worldly  turn  of 
mind,  instead  of  being  a  small  evil,  is 
the  essence  of  all  our  faults ;  mars  even 
our  good  actions,  and  will  eventually, 
if  not  conquered  by  divine  assistance, 
stand  between  us  and  our  salvation.  It 
has  always  surprised  me,  that  any  one 
should  object  to  sacred  music,  as  part 
of  the  employment  of  Sunday,  since  so 
few  can  relish,  long  together,  serious 
reading.  David  associates  continually, 
with  the  praises  of  God,  in  which  he 
delighted,  allusions  to  instruments  of 
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various  kinds  ;  and  all  that  we  are  told, 
of  what  will  constitute  the  future  bliss 
of  heaven,  perhaps  amounts  to  this, — 
that  it  will  be  an  eternal  Sabbath, 
where  music,  with  thanksgiving  and  the 
voice  of  melody,  will  form  part  of  our 
avocations.  You,  who  have  a  real  taste 
for  it,  who  delight  in  singing,  would 
find  the  grand  and  simple  airs  of  our 
church  worthy  your  attention  ;  nor  can 
you  imagine,  till  you  have  blessedly 
experienced  it,  how  much  fine  words 
with  the  devotional  feelings  they  inspire, 
increase  the  charm  of  melody.  It  were 
greatly  to  be  wished,  that  this  branch 
of  the  worship  of  God,  was  more  at- 
tended to,  in  our  churches,  and  even  that 
our  service  admitted  its  more  frequent 
introduction." 

Caroline  had  now  a  new  object  in 
life ;  she  felt  that  with  all  her  acquire- 
ments, she  was  yet  a  child  in  one  species 
of  knowledge ;  and  with  that  natural 
proneness  to  extremes,  which  charac- 
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terizes  young  and  ardent  minds,  she 
was  inclined  to  despise  and  neglect  all 
she  had  hitherto  sought  and  valued ; 
but  Gertrude  checked  her,  both  by  pre- 
cept and  example.  «  Elegant  and  use- 
ful information,"  said  she,  "  is  of  great, 
though  subordinate  importance  ;  it  en- 
larges the  human  intellect,  and  provides 
agreeable  resources  for  that  leisure,  of 
which  women  often  possess  so  much  : 
our  most  dangerous  foe  is  idleness  :  be- 
side, that  attention  to  what  our  parents 
wish  us  to  learn,  is  a  duty  we  owe  them, 
as  w^ell  as  ourselves.  I  always  desired 
to  procure  all  the  instruction  I  could, 
even  before  I  foresaw  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  I  should  live  by  my  talents." 
"  You  shall  never  go  into  genteel 
servitude,  dear  Gertrude  !"  said  Caro- 
line with  tears  in  her  eyes.  «  You  must 
live  with  me.  When  I  tell  my  papa 
how  much  I  owe  you,  he  will  think  he 
never  can  do  enough  to  make  you 
amends  :  beside  it  would  be  unkind  to 
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leave  your  work  in  the  middle,  and  I 
should  enjoy  no  happiness  which  you 
did  not  share." 

Gertrude  was  deeply  affected,  and 
tenderly  emhracing  her  warm-hearted 
friend,  «  Talk  not/'  said  she,  "  of  the 
little  services  I  have  been  able  to  render 
you,  for  they  have  been  overpaid  already 
by  your  love  !  In  regard  to  my  future 
life,  it  is  chalked  out  for  me,  arid,  though 
it  may  be  one  of  self-denial,  it  will,  I 
trust,  be  one  of  usefulness.  Even  if  I 
find  it  unpleasant,  I  shall  have  the  con- 
solation of  reflecting  that  my  friend  is 
more  fortunate ;  and  that  my  sisters  are 
still  sheltered  in  their  homes  :  but  I 
must  not  allow  you,  or  myself,  to  con- 
jure up  anticipations  of  evils,  that  may 
never  occur.  God,  who  fixes  the  bounds 
of  our  habitations,  not  only  allots  to 
each  what  is  best  for  the  general  good, 
but  sustains  his  servants  under  their 
peculiar  trials  :  I  shall  endeavour  to  go 
forth,  armed  in  the  strength  of  patience 
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and  trust  in  heaven  :  and  indeed  our 
situation  in  life,  for  the  short  time  we 
must  remain  in  it,  is  of  little  conse- 
quence, compared  to  the  manner  in 
which  we  improve  it.  What  then,  you 
will  ask,  is  of  importance  ?  a  real  prac- 
tical sense  of  religion,  an  easy  temper, 
a  cheerful  indifference  to  trifles,  and  a 
habit  of  considering  small  vexations  as 
unworthy  to  ruffle  the  dignity  of  an  im- 
mortal spirit." 

Thus  did  these  young  girls  "  take 
sweet  counsel  together  ;"  thus  did  they 
"  walk  in  the  house  of  God  as  friends." 
Sure  and  only  basis  of  real  friendship  : 
the  foundation  of  theirs  was  laid  upon 
a  rock,  and  that  rock  was  Christ.  Ca- 
roline would  have  loaded  Gertrude  with 
the  half  of  all  she  possessed,  but  Miss 
Orme  invariably,  though  gently,  refused 
her  gifts.  "  Let  not  our  connexion," 
said  she,  "  be  unnecessarily  fettered  by 
pecuniary  obligation.  If,  at  any  future 
time,  it  should  please  God  that  1  should 
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be  in  want,  and  you  in  affluence,  then 
would  I  readily  seek  your  aid,  nor  feel 
humbled  at  receiving  it ;  but  at  present 
I  possess  all  that  is  necessary,  and  I 
desire  not  what  is  superfluous." 

Miss  Orme  was  indeed  in  her  apparel, 
as  in  every  part  of  her  character,  a  con- 
sistent Christian  ;  scrupulously  neat  and 
even  delicate,  she  disliked  every  kind 
of  finery,  though  she  was  aware  that 
the  customs  of  society  rendered  it  neces- 
sary in  many  situations  of  life.  She 
had  been  warm  in  her  praises  of  Caro- 
line to  her  friends  at  home,  and  her 
uncle,  with  whom  she  was  to  spend  her 
holidays  alternately  with  her  parents, 
wrote  to  request  Miss  Stewart  would 
allow  Miss  Howard  to  accompany 
her  ;  with  much  difficulty  this  consent 
was  gained,  and  Caroline,  who  had 
always  passed  the  vacation  at  school, 
set  off,  half  wild  with  spirits,  for  the 
Parsonage-house  of  Mr.  Latimer,  where 
they  were  cordially  greeted  by  the  wor- 
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thy  man  himself,  his  wife,  and  Louisa 
Orme,  who  were  impatiently  expecting 
them.  Here  Caroline  for  the  first  time 
witnessed  the  happiness  of  a  retired, 
rational,  country  life  ;  and  here  she 
observed  the  beautiful  effects  of  real, 
enlightened  piety,  attended  as  she  must 
ever  be,  by  her  handmaids,  Charity  and 
Cheerfulness.  When  my  papa  comes 
home,  thought  she,  I  will  persuade  him 
to  buy  a  park  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  then  we  will  live  just  as  the  Lati- 
mers  do.  Little  did  she  foresee  the 
clouds  that  were  to  arise  in  her  horizon  ! 
Little  was  she  aware  that  these  were 
the  happiest  hours  she  should  pass  for 
years  ! 

At  length  the  day  of  separation  ar- 
rived, and  with  deep  regret  the  party 
prepared  to  bid  each  other  adieu. 

"  How  delightful,"  said  Mrs.  Lati- 
mer,  "  it  is  to  think  that  Miss  Howard 
will  make  such  an  excellent  use  of  the 
fortune  to  which  she  is  born." 
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"  How  happy/'  added  her  husband, 
"  must  be  the  father  of  such  a  child  !" 

66  Indeed/'  said  Caroline,  who  en- 
tered the  room  time  enough  to  hear  this 
last  remark,  "  I  cannot  describe  to  you 
the  selfish  creature  I  was,  nay  am  still, 
naturally  ; — my  dear  Gertrude  pointed 
out  my  faults,  and  assisted  me  to  fight 
against  them.  Yet  even  now,  that  our 
united  endeavours  have  been  to  a  de- 
gree successful,  through  God's  blessing, 
could  you  see  one  as  He  sees  me,  or 
even  as  I  see  myself,  how  different 
would  be  your  opinion." 

"  Perfection,"  answered  Mr.  Latimer, 
"  is  not  the  lot  of  fallen  mortals ;  yet 
must  we  continue  to  press  forward  to- 
wards the  mark  of  our  high  calling : 
for  then  shall  we  attain  unto  it?  in  ano- 
ther and  a  better  state  of  existence." 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Miss  ORME'S  engagement  with  Miss 
Stewart  was  to  expire  with  the  present 
year,  after  which  it  was  her  intention 
to  seek  a  situation.  Caroline,  who  could 
not  endure  the  thought,  anxiously  hoped 
that  before  that  time,  she  should  be 
summoned  to  join  her  father,  as  she 
was  now  sixteen. 

"  It  is  very  odd,"  observed  she  one  day 
to  her  friend,  "  that  I  have  no  relations 
in  England,  and  that  I  never  write  to 
my  papa  myself." 

Gertrude  agreed  with  her  in  this  opi- 
nion ;  indeed  she  had  often  thought 
several  things  concerning  Caroline  sin- 
gular. Miss  Stewart  carried  on  for  her 
pupil  the  correspondence  with  her 
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friends  abroad,  while  twice  a  year,  a 
grave,  elderly  gentleman,  whose  osten- 
sible purpose  was  to  pay  the  bills,  called 
to  inquire  personally  after  her  health  ; 
his  visits,  however,  were  so  short  and 
ceremonious,  that  Caroline  had  no  op- 
portunity, even  if  she  had  possessed  the 
courage,  to  ask  him  any  questions  ;  and 
Miss  Stewart  always  professed  ignorance, 
and  chid  her  for  what  she  termed  idle 
curiosity.  She  was  ruminating  over  all 
this,  as  she  and  Gertrude  as  usual,  arm 
in  arm,  were  parading  the  broad  gravel 
walk,  of  which  she  had  been  weary, 
ever  since  she  could  remember  any 
thing,  when  she  was  told  a  gentleman 
waited  for  her  in  the  drawing-room. 

"  Is  it  Mr.  Hughes?"  she  asked. 

"  O  no,  Miss,"  answered  the  maid, 
"  a  beautiful  gentleman,  and  like  you, 
I  think." 

Caroline's  heart  now  beat  quickly  : 
the  idea  that  it  might  be  her  father  al- 
most overcame  her,  and  scarcely  able  to 
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support  herself,  she  reached  the  apart- 
ment, where  she  beheld  a  stranger  in 
close  conversation  with  Miss  Stewart. 
He  started  at  her  entrance,  and  betrayed 
symptoms  of  considerable  agitation. 

"  Are  you  my  papa  ?"  said  Caroline, 
looking  eagerly  in  his  face,  and  ready 
to  fall  at  his  feet,  "  my  heart  seems  to 
tell  me  that  you  are/' 

Caroline  Howard  hesitated; — "  You 
shall  always  find  me  one,"  said  he,  "  if 
I  do  not  at  present  acknowledge  a  title 
of  which  any  man  might  be  proud;" 
then  tenderly  kissing  the  hand  he  had 
taken  in  his,  and  casting  his  eyes  over 
the  elegant  though  trembling  figure, 
that  stood  before  him,  he  was  about  tu 
proceed,  when  Miss  Stewart,  whom 
nothing  could  keep  long  silent,  inter- 
rupted him  by  a  torrent  of  advice,  and 
congratulation,  which  fairly  drove  him 
from  the  room,  after  arranging  with 
Caroline  that  she  should  pass  the  next 
day  with  him,  and  promising  himself  to 
fetch  her. 
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Caroline  remained  on  the  spot  where 
her  visitant  had  left  her,  insensible  to  the 
presence  of  her  governess,  deaf  to  her 
reiterated  declaration,  that  she  did  not 
know  when  she  had  met  a  more  charm- 
ing man — bewildered,  disappointed, 
heart-struck.  That  Colonel  Howard 
was  her  father  she  did  not  doubt  5  why 
then  did  he  hesitate  in  owning  her  as 
his  child  ?  Miss  Stewart  now  withdrew 
and  sent  Gertrude  to  her  agitated  pupil. 
She  as  usual  soothed  and  comforted  her ; 
yet  what  an  anxious  interval  remained 
between  the  present  period  and  their 
next  interview  !  How  did  she  long  for 
the  morrow,  when  no  third  person 
would  be  in  the  way  to  check,  and  inter- 
rupt their  intercourse;  and  when  she 
might  hear  every  thing  that  had  appeared 
strange,  satisfactorily  explained.  Where 
would  Colonel  Howard  take  her  ?  She 
had  not  even  inquired  how  long  he  had 
been  in  England,  nor  whether  he  in- 
tended to  remain  there.  These  con- 
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flicting  emotions  rendered  her  night 
nearly  sleepless ;  yet  she  rose  at  an 
early  hour  in  order  that  she  might  have 
more  time  to  prepare  for  this  important 
interview.  Miss  Stewart,  almost  equally 
anxious  that  her  friend  might  appear  to 
advantage,  assisted  at  her  toilet ;  but 
Caroline  had  nearly  counteracted  the 
effect  of  their  united  labours,  by  her 
impatience  and  disappointment,  when 
a  handsome  carriage  drove  to  the  door, 
and  she  was  summoned  to  the  drawing- 
room.  To  her  great  surprise  the  Colo- 
nel was  not  alone,  and  when,  after 
gaily  saluting  her  cheek,  he  led  her  to 
his  young  companion,  the  daughter  of 
the  kind  friend  at  whose  house  he  had 
found  a  temporary  home,  Caroline  could 
scarcely  conceal  her  mortification. 

"  When  Georgiana  understood  my 
errand  here,"  continued  he,  "  she  in- 
sisted on  accompanying  me,  that  she 
might  the  sooner  form  an  acquaintance 
with  you  ;  and  the  sooner  assure  you 
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how  anxious  she  feels  to  make  Baker 
Street  agreeable  to  you." 

Miss  Stapylton,  now  gracefully  taking 
Caroline's  hand,  apologized  for  having 
been,  she  feared,  precipitate,  and  in  the 
softest  accents  echoed  the  Colonel's 
words;  she  was  an  elegant  fashionable 
looking  girl,  apparently  not  more  than 
seventeen.  But  Caroline's  heart  did  not 
feel  warm  towards  her,  and,  contrary 
to  her  usual  custom,  she  felt  embar- 
rassed as  she  endeavoured  to  return  her 
courtesy.  Colonel  Howard  eyed  both 
with  admiration,  and  as  they  rode  along, 
joked  them  on  the  mischief  they  would 
do  when  presented  to  the  world. 

"  I,  as  your  doughty  champion,"  said 
he,  "  can  expect  nothing  but  to  fall  by 
the  hand  of  some  of  your  rejected  ad- 
mirers.3' 

Miss  Stapylton  received  in  soft  and 
smiling  silence  all  this  badinage  ;  but 
to  Caroline  it  seemed  ill-timed.  Surely, 
thought  she,  he  cannot  be  my  father,  or 
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he  would  have  wished  to  see  me,  though 
for  ever  so  short  a  time,  by  myself; 
beside  he  looks  so  young,  more  like  an 
elder  brother. 

In  Baker  Street,  they  found  Mrs.  Sta- 
pylton  expecting  them.  She  was  a  fine 
woman,  with  an  air  of  decided  fashion, 
and  received  Caroline  very  graciously, 
though  with  an  air  of  protection,  that  by 
rousing  her  pride,  restored  her  to  self- 
possession.  Various  plans  of  amusement 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day  were  discus- 
sed ;  and  when  Caroline  at  a  late  hour  was 
set  down  at  school,  she  recollected  she 
had  not  met  with  one  opportunity  of 
making  any  of  the  inquiries  she  had 
intended,  and  that  the  Colonel,  con- 
strained she  supposed  by  politeness,  had 
taken  less  notice  of  her  than  of  either 
of  the  other  ladies.  Mrs.  Stapylton  had, 
in  taking  leave,  desired  Caroline  to  look 
on  her  as  a  mother,  and  to  remember 
she  had  always  a  home  in  Baker  Street ; 
but  she  did  not  feel  at  all  inclined  to  do 
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either :  an  un definable  jealousy  and 
suspicion  had  taken  possession  of  her 
mind.  "  Yet,  perhaps/'  said  she,  "  I 
am  unreasonable  and  ungrateful !  What 
can  be  so  natural,  as  that  we  should 
value  such  kind  friends,  that  they  should 
only  notice  me  for  his  sake  !"  She  was 
aware  that  the  fullness  of  her  heart  had 
made  her  appear  less  gay  and  agreeable 
than  usual :  once  she  had  met  the 
Colonel's  eyes  fixed  tenderly  on  her, 
and  the  remembrance  of  this  afforded 
her  more  pleasure  than  all  the  novelty, 
and  gaiety,  to  which  she  had  been  intro- 
duced. It  was  settled  that  she  should 
pass  the  Easter  holidays  with  her  new 
friends,  the  Colonel  promising  to  call 
on  her  frequently  in  the  interim  ;  but  he 
only  came  once,  and  then  Miss  Stapylton 
was  hanging  on  his  arm.  Caroline  be- 
gan to  suspect  he  purposely  avoided 
being  alone  with  her;  but  as  she  thought 
some  explanation  was  her  due,  she  re- 
solved to  make  an  effort  to  obtain  it ; 
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and  if   she  failed  with  the  Colonel,  to 
address  herself  to  Mrs.  Stapylton. 

With  this  resolution  she  one  day  took 
leave  of  Gertrude,  and,  in  much  hope 
and  anxiety,  set  off  for  Baker  Street. 
On  arriving  there,  she  found  several 
visitors  assembled,  to  whom  she  was 
introduced  with  much  distinction.  It 
had  been  arranged  that  the  whole  party 
should  adjourn  to  Brighton,  as  it  was 
thought  vulgar  to  be  in  town  during 
the  holidays.  She  had  never  seen  the 
sea,  and  was  greatly  struck  by  the  gran- 
deur of  the  sight  5  but  she  had  no  one 
to  wrhom  she  could  express  her  feelings ; 
to  every  one  else  it  was  an  accustomed 
spectacle.  Ah  !  thought  she,  how  Ger- 
trude could  discourse  on  such  a  magni- 
ficent subject ;  how  would  she  enjoy 
such  a  scene  !  Several  of  the  young 
men  of  the  party  paid  Caroline  great 
attention,  while  the  fair  Georgiana  and 
her  mamma  laid  such  siege  to  the  "  dear 
Colonel/'  that  a  kind  look,  or  hasty 
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kiss,  was  sometimes  all  the  notice  she 
received  from  him  in  a  whole  day.  In 
the  midst  of  pleasure  and  amusement, 
she  felt  forlorn  and  sad  :  ah,  thought 
she,  Gertrude  was  right  when  she  said, 
happiness  did  not  depend  on  outward 
circumstances  :  a  few  months  since, 
how  happy  should  I  have  felt  to  be  told 
that  such  an  excursion  as  this  was  in 
store  for  me  !  yet  now,  1  am  even 
less  happy  than  when  at  school  : 
though  I  have  no  ostensible  evil  to  com- 
plain of,  except  that  I  cannot  have  en- 
tirely to  myself  the  society  of  a  man  so 
well  calculated  to  please  the  whole 
world.  Is  not  this  selfish  and  unreason- 
able ?  How  would  Gertrude  act  in  my 
situation  ?  She  would  endeavour  to 
make  the  best  of  existing  circumstances. 
She  would  accommodate  herself  to  her 
father's  present  humour,  and  not  alien- 
ate his  friends,  by  coolness  and  indif- 
ference to  their  civility.  The  result  of 
these  reflections  was  soon  manifest  in 
E  2 
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her  altered  deportment ;  and  Colonel 
Howard,  who  had  remarked  her  abstrac- 
tion without  exactly  comprehending  its 
cause,  was  pleased  at  the  favourable 
change.  She  still  recognized  in  his 
arrangements,  the  same  bountiful  pro- 
fusion that  had  always  surrounded  her  ; 
but  its  effects  were  now  shared  equally 
with  Georgiana,  whom  he  always  de- 
signated by  the  title  of  her  friend, 
though  she  was  far  from  being  such  in 
reality ;  the  two  young  ladies,  indeed, 
mutually  feared  and  disliked  each  other. 
Georgiana,  aware  of  her  inferiority  in 
talent,  sought  to  veil  it  under  an  affec- 
tation of  more  languor  and  indifference 
than  was  really  natural  to  her,  that  it 
might  be  supposed  she  could  do  as 
much,  if  she  would.  Her  father  had 
been  for  many  years  the  intimate  asso- 
ciate of  Colonel  Howard,  and  when  he 
had  died  a  short  time  since,  he  had  be- 
queathed his  only  child  to  the  guardian- 
ship of  his  friend.  Mrs.  Stapylton 
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always  affected  to  consider  her  daugh- 
ter and  Caroline  equal  claimants  on  his 
protection,  while  she  professed  her 
willingness  to  extend  maternal  care  to 
both.  The  projected  week  at  Brighton 
was  extended  to  two,  and  Caroline  per- 
ceiving that  between  morning  engage- 
ments and  evening  parties,  she  had 
no  chance  of  any  private  conversation 
with  the  Colonel,  embraced  the  first 
opportunity  of  addressing  herself  to  his 
friend.  Mrs.  Stapylton,  far  from  elud- 
ing her  inquiries,  readily  informed  her 
that  the  Colonel,  then  only  an  Ensign, 
and  the  younger  branch  of  a  decayed 
though  ancient  family,  had  married  her 
mother,  a  beautiful  girl  in  an  inferior 
station  of  life,  while  he  was  under  age, 
and  against  the  consent  of  his  friends  : 
that  she  had  died  before  he  could  decide 
how  he  would  make  the  event  known 
to  them,  and  that  afterwards  he,  con- 
sidering the  measure  no  longer  abso- 
lutely necessary,  had  contented  himself 
E  3 
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with  sending  her  his  only  child  to  Eng- 
land for  education,  and  providing  for 
her  there  with  every  possible  indul- 
gence, 

"  Since  his  return/'  continued  Mrs. 
Stapylton,  «  he  has  not  had  time  to 
arrange  his  future  plans ;  and  I  would 
advise  you  to  trust  to  his  affection,  and 
not  annoy  him  with  questions,  which  he 
cannot  conveniently  answer." 

This  was  scanty,  and  not  very  satis- 
factory intelligence  ;  but  as  it  was  all 
she  was  likely  to  obtain,  and  as  her 
father  continued  uniformly  kind  to  her, 
Caroline  endeavoured  to  rest  satisfied. 
How  fortunate,  thought  she,  that  Ger- 
trude taught  me  a  lesson  of  patience 
and  self-command  !  How,  otherwise, 
could  I,  where  my  all  in  this  world  is 
at  stake,  remain  apparently  quiet  and 
unconcerned?" 

The  Sunday  before  they  were  to  leave 
Brighton,  one  of  the  party  proposed,  as 
a  frolic,  that  they  should  pass  away  the 
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evening  by  going  to  chapel,  to  which 
they  were  sufficiently  near  to  hear  the 
distant  sound  of  the  music  ;  to  this  no 
objection  was  made,  and  as  Caroline 
had  never  been  into  any  dissenting  place 
of  worship,  and  as  she  thought  any 
thing  would  be  better  than  the  manner 
in  which  it.  would  be  got  over  in  this 
fashionable  circle,  she  was  delighted 
at  the  scheme.  Prayers  were  nearly 
over  when  they  entered,  but  they  were 
immediately  and  respectfully  accom- 
modated with  seats :  a  beautiful  hymn 
was  then  given  out,  and  sung  in  excel- 
lent time  by  the  whole  congregation. 
The  heart  of  Caroline,  always  sensible 
to  the  power  of  harmony,  was  touched 
by  this  noble  union  of  devotion,  poe- 
try, and  music  ;  she  grieved  when  it 
was  over,  yet  felt  prepared  to  listen 
to  the  sermon  that  followed.  It  wras 
what  is  called  an  awakening  discourse, 
delivered  extempore,  by  an  orator  whose 
eloquence  not  only  appeared  to  come 
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from  the  heart,  but  whose  language, 
intelligible  to  the  lowest  of  his  congre- 
gation, was  yet  equally  adapted  to  the 
highest.  Caroline  looked  round  on  an 
attentive  and  crowded  audience  ; — ob- 
served that  the  poor  were  well  accom- 
modated, as  well  as  the  rich ;  and  that 
light  and  warmth  were  equally  distri- 
buted. This,  thought  she,  this  is  reli- 
gion !  How  unlike  the  cold,  monoto- 
nous formality,  of  the  morning  service  ! 
She  turned  to  her  companions  :  they 
were  all,  excepting  Georgiana,  serious, 
and  apparently  attentive  ;  but  she  was 
always  taken  up  with  herself,  and  sel- 
fishness and  vanity  are  almost  invulne- 
rable. When  they  returned  home,  the 
Colonel,  who  had  not  accompanied 
them,  inquired  how  they  had  been 
entertained?  "  O  !"  said  Mrs.  Stapyl- 
ton,  "  the  fellow  had  all  the  trick  and 
cant  of  his  trade,  and  really  I  must  say 
he  acted  very  well." 

t(  Can  you  doubt  he  was  in  earnest, 
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madam  ?"  interrupted  Caroline;  «  I  was 
struck  with  his  simplicity  and  unaffected 
warmth,  while  urging  us  to  take  care 
of  ourselves." 

"  All  put  on  with  his  gown,  my  dear," 
said  Mrs.  Stapylton  quietly,  "  and  as  to 
his  hearers,  they  would,  I  make  no 
doubt,  have  picked  our  pockets  coming 
out,  if  there  had  been  an  opportunity  5 
every  body  knows  that  is  the  way  with 
Methodists  ;  I  would  not  take  one  into 
my  family  for  a  hundred  pounds/' 

Mr.  Allen,  the  gentleman  who  had 

tempted  them  to street,  and  who, 

like  Caroline,  had  been  much  struck 
with  what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  ob- 
serving her  indignant  countenance,  here 
interfered  to  change  the  subject,  and  it 
was  not  renewed.  But  on  the  mind  of 
Caroline  it  had  left  a  deep  impression, 
and  when  she  was  returned  to  school, 
and  had  informed  Miss  Orme  of  what 
had  befallen  her  during  her  absence, 
"  Why,"  said  she,  "  did  not  you  inform 
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me  that  there  was  a  mode  of  worship- 
ping God  different  from  that  practised 
in  our  church;  where  the  preacher, 
unfettered  by  the  trammels  of  a  written 
sermon,  is  at  liberty  to  throw  into  his 
address  that  warmth  of  entreaty,  natu- 
ral for  us  to  use,  when  the  heart  is 
interested  in  what  we  recommend ;  where 
the  singing  is  a  real  act  of  prayer  or 
praise,  as  well  as  a  treat  to  the  ears ; 
where  the  poor,  instead  of  being  left 
to  shiver  in  the  aisles,  or  odd  corners 
of  the  house  of  God,  are  kindly  wel- 
comed, and  comfortably  accommo- 
dated?" 

"  I  am  not  very  familiar/'  said  Ger- 
trude, "  with  the  ways  and  opinions  of 
those  who  secede  from  the  established 
church ;  but  I  can  believe  that  many  of 
their  congregations,  and  they  are  very 
numerous,  possess  the  advantages  you 
have  enumerated.  But  there  are  coun- 
terbalancing evils  even  here  ;  because 
all  human  institutions  are  imperfect : 
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while  the  besetting  sin  of  our  commu- 
nity is,  too  frequently,  coldness  and 
indifference,  their  greater  zeal  is  some- 
times, it  is  to  be  feared,  alloyed  by  a 
narrow  party  spirit,  and  a  degree  of 
intolerance  against  those  who  differ 
from  them  on  unimportant  points. 
Still,  as  in  the  present  state  of  society, 
the  national  church  establishment  is 
not  adequate  to  the  spiritual  wants  of 
her  population.  I  rejoice  sincerely  that 
she  has  such  allies  ;  beside  that,  the 
example  these  latter  have  afforded  has, 
in  many  instances,  roused  from  supine 
indolence  the  ministers  of  the  other, 
and  shamed  them  to  exertion.  For  our- 
selves, brought  up  as  we  have  been  in 
its  forms,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
desert  our  venerable  Church ;  since,  if 
we  have  the  happiness  to  live  under  a 
Christian  pastor,  we  shall  there  find  all 
the  help  that  human  institutions  can 
furnish ;  nor  do  I  think,  if  its  members 
did  their  duty,  there  would  be  many 
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deserters  from  it.  In  my  uncle's  parish 
there  is  now  no  difference  of  opinion, 
though  in  an  adjoining  one  the  small 
population  is  split  into  three  distinct 
classes  of  dissenters,  leaving  a  very 
small  proportion  to  the  church." 

ee  On  what  pretence/'  asked  Caro- 
line, "  do  so  many  desert  it  ?" 

"  They  assert,"  answered  Gertrude, 
«  and  occasionally  with  some  truth, 
that  our  ministers,  not  being  chosen  by, 
nor  dependant  on,  the  opinions  of  their 
flock,  become,  especially  in  the  coun- 
try, careless  and  lukewarm,  debasing 
religion  into  little  more  than  a  code  of 
morality  ;  anxious  to  avoid  this  fatal 
error,  they  sometimes  run  into  the 
opposite  extreme  ;  forgetting  that  faith 
without  works  is  dead,  they  contend 
that  grace  is  a//;  and  as  this  mode  of 
thinking  flatters  our  natural  disinclina- 
tion to  labour  after  practical  holiness, 
it  obtains  many  partisans  ;  beside 
that,  in  these  little  communities,  every 
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body  is  of  individual  importance.  Our 
Church,  consulting  the  dignity  of  her 
appointed  servants,  has  so  ordered  that 
they  must  be  supported,  whether  they 
are  heard  or  not ;  but  the  minister  of  a 
sect,  dependant  on  the  favour  of  his 
congregation,  is  obliged,  in  a  degree,  to 
accommodate  himself  to  their  tastes  : 
which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  must  prove  a 
disadvantage  which  more  than  counter- 
balances the  security  engendered  by 
our  plan.  There  must  be  likewise,  fre- 
quently, jealousies  and  divisions  in  these 
little  congregations,  where  many  pro- 
fess the  right  of  directing,  and  giving 
their  opinions;  and  while  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  worthy  and  excellent 
of  the  earth  have  lived  and  died  in  the 
communion  of  our  Mother-church,  I 
think  we  may  safely  cleave  unto  her, 
provided  we  rest  not  in  her  forms  alone ; 
— provided  we  are  ready  to  stretch  out 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  sin- 
cere and  humble  members  of  every 
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other  Christian  assembly ;  for,  after  all, 
the  shades  of  difference,  which  excite 
so  much  ill-will  on  earth,  are  perhaps 
of  small  importance  in  the  eyes  of  that 
God,  who  sees  in  all  the  servants  of  the 
same  Lord, — bound  to  embrace  the  same 
faith,  the  same  practice,  included  in  the 
general  ransom  paid  for  sin,  yet  merci- 
fully left  to  chuse  that  path  to  heaven 
which  to  them  appears  most  safe  and 
certain. " 

"  How  happens  it,'*  asked  Caroline, 
"  that  you,  young  as  you  are,  should 
possess  such  information,  and  argue 
with  such  judgment  on  this  important 
topic  ?" 

"  You  overrate  my  powers  greatly," 
answered  Gertrude.  "  Early  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  worshipping 
God,  I  naturally  wished  to  discover 
which  was  the  more  excellent  way.  My 
dear  uncle  frequently  discussed  the  sub- 
ject with  me,  and  I  am  now  a  church- 
woman,  not  because  my  parents  were 
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such,  nor  because  it  is  the  form  esta- 
blished by  law,  although  these  two 
circumstances  give  additional  weight  to 
its  excellence ;  but  because  I  am  con- 
vinced it  is  altogether  the  most  free 
from  objections,  and  the  most  resem- 
bling that  visible  church  which  was, 
we  know,  established  by  the  apostles 
themselves;  in  which,  we  learn,  there 
were  three  orders  of  priests,  of  which 
the  higher  laid  hands  on,  or  ordained, 
the  inferior ;  nor  do  we  hear  of  any  one 
of  the  early  converts  taking  upon  him- 
self to  preach  to  others,  till  he  had 
been  thus  qualified,  or  sanctified.  The 
argument  drawn  from  the  ignorance 
and  poverty  of  the  first  teachers  is 
worth  nothing,  because  this  was  coun- 
terbalanced, not  only  by  miraculous 
inspiration,  but  by  the  gift  of  tongues  ; 
both  of  which  ceased  with  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case  :  for  which  reason  our 
clergymen  deem  it  decent  and  proper 
to  prepare,  and  write  down,  their  dis- 

F2 
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course,  before  they  presume  to  stand 
between  God  and  his  people,  as  the 
ambassadors  sent  from  one  unto  the 
other ;  "  lest  they  should  be  rash  with 
their  mouth,  or  let  their  heart  be  hasty 
in  what  they  utter,  forgetting  that  God 
is  in  heaven,  and  men  upon  earth." 

"  Still,"  said  Caroline,  "  in  spite  of 
your  well-grounded  objections  against 
extempore  preaching,  I  cannot  but 
think  that,  where  the  minister  possesses 
any  talent,  such  addresses  are  far  more 
likely  to  command  attention,  than  the 
stupid,  humdrum  sermons,  to  which 
we  must  so  frequently  listen,  at  church." 

"  Your  remark,"  answered  Gertrude, 
"  although  true  in  a  few  particular 
cases,  is  false  in  a  general  view ;  and 
even  admitting  that  we  sometimes  miss 
the  pure  doctrines  of  scripture,  in  the 
discourse,  stil  1  we  are  sure  to  find  them 
in  the  prayers — by  far  the  more  impor- 
tant part  of  the  service." 

"  Aye,  but,"  observed  Caroline,  "  we 
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are  so  used  to  hearing  them,  that  we 
repeat  them  by  rote." 

"  If  a  set  form  of  words  had  been 
objectionable/'  said  Gertrude,  "  our 
blessed  Lord  would  not  have  given  us 
one  in  his  own  prayer.  Many  of  those 
now  used  by  us  were  composed  by  the 
first  fathers  themselves ;  while  some  of 
the  collects  have  been  regularly  used 
for  thirteen  centuries,  which  not  only 
affords  them  the  sanction  of  time,  but 
takes  us  back  to  a  period  nearer  the 
purest  era  of  the  church.  Ancient  wri- 
ters inform  us,  that  during  the  first 
century,  public  worship  consisted  of 
lessons,  prayers,  sermons,  and  hymns; 
but  the  prayers,  as  the  most  material 
part,  did  not  begin  till  after  the  sermon 
was  finished,  and  all  infidels  and  hea- 
thens excluded.  As  a  composition,  in- 
deed, our  liturgy  approaches  the  sim- 
plicity, sublimity,  and  energy  of  the 
sacred  writings.  Let  us  then,  thankful 
for  one  so  excellent,  unite  with  zeal 
F  3 
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and  prudence,  to  support  with  our  whole 
weight  and  influence,  whether  great  or 
small,  the  church  it  adorns ;  for  her 
enemies  are  many,  active,  strong,  and 
subtle ;  and,  while  so  many  mere  pro- 
fessors throw  discredit  on  their  cause, 
by  an  indifference  which  extends  not  to 
worldly  matters,  while  ignorant  fana- 
tics endeavour  to  attach  to  it  odium  and 
ridicule,  both  uniting  to  afford  the  in- 
considerate and  the  careless  grounds 
for  exultation,  which  they  would  never 
otherwise  possess;  let  every  one  pre- 
tending to  piety  remember,  that  the 
honour  and  reputation  of  his  religion, 
as  well  as  his  own,  is  in  his  keeping, 
which  should  make  him  doubly  anxious 
not  to  offend  the  taste,  or  needlessly 
wound  the  prejudices  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures/' 
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CHAPTER  III. 

CAROLINE  soon  discovered  that  she 
was  to  spend  the  Midsummer  holidays 
with  her  father,  and  she  judged  from 
some  occasional  observations  of  his  that 
the  next  was  to  be  the  last  half-year 
she  was  to  pass  at  school.  Gertrude 
always  encouraged  her  to  be  cheerful, 
and  hope  for  the  best ;  but  Caroline  had 
become  thoughtful,  and  unusually  at- 
tentive to  her  studies.  Perhaps  the 
latent  hope  of  outshining  Miss  Stapyl- 
ton  might  mingle  with  her  better  mo- 
tives ;  for  the  spirit  of  rivalry  contracted 
at  school  is  not  easily  got  rid  of,  even 
when  the  heart  is  partially  renewed. 
London  was  yet  in  its  gaiety,  when  she 
took  up  her  abode  in  Baker  Street.  Mrs. 
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Stapylton,  as  kind  and  courteous  as 
ever,  had  numerous  engagements,  to 
which  Caroline  was  considered  too 
young  to  accompany  her ;  and,  as  it  was 
Georgiana's  first  season,  a  period  highly 
important  to  a  fashionable  mother,  as 
well  as  peculiarly  attractive  to  a  beau- 
tiful girl,  it  was  not  surprising  that  she 
had  neither  eyes  nor  ears  for  Caroline, 
who  passed  much  of  her  time  alone ; 
though  the  Colonel  sometimes  found 
leisure  to  take  her  to  some  public  place 
of  amusement,  or  escorted  her  to  view 
the  sights  of  London.  But  Caroline 
soon  perceived  that,  beside  these  kind 
attentions  to  her,  and  his  needful  atten- 
dance on  the  other  ladies,  her  father 
had  engagements  of  his  own,  which 
frequently  kept  him  out  the  greatest 
part  of  the  night ;  that  he  was  become 
thoughtful,  appeared  restless,  and  that 
even  his  gaiety  wras  frequently  forced. 
Affection  rendered  Caroline  observing 
and  anxious,  both  on  his  account  and 


FEMALE    FRIENDSHIP.  5? 

her  own.  No  one,  indeed,  could  live 
with  Colonel  Howard,  without  loving 
him :  his  gay  good-humour,  obliging 
forgetfulness  of  self,  and  unbounded 
generosity,  made  him  always  agreeable ; 
while  she  discovered  with  equal  pride 
and  pleasure,  during  his  conversations 
with  other  gentlemen,  that  his  mind 
was  well  informed,  and  his  opinions 
were  truly  liberal.  She  found  he  was 
looking  out  for  a  house,  and  as  none 
but  elegant  and  spacious  ones  were  pro- 
posed, it  was  natural  that  Caroline, 
educated  as  she  had  been,  should  look 
forward  to  a  life  of  splendour.  When 
I  leave  school  and  direct  his  family, 
thought  she,  my  father  will  no  longer 
treat  me  as  a  child  ;  and  I  will  study  to 
make  his  home  so  comfortable,  that 
he  shall  have  less  inducement  to  be 
so  incessantly  out;  for  she  began  to 
be  alarmed  at  the  alteration  his  present 
wray  of  life  had  made  in  his  looks  :  his 
countenance  was  pale  and  hollow,  and 
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his  hours  were  so  late,  that  even  Mrs. 
Stapylton  remarked  them. 

The  correspondence  of  Gertrude  was 
now  Caroline's  greatest  comfort.  Her 
friend's  letters  were  as  usual  lively  ;  but 
she  requested  Caroline  to  interest  her 
hostess  and  other  acquaintance  so  far 
in  her  favour,  that  if  they  met  with  a 
situation  likely  to  suit  her,  she  might 
be  informed  of  it,  as  her  time  with 
Miss  Stewart  would  expire  at  Christ- 
mas. This  commission  Caroline,  though 
with  reluctance,  undertook.  Ignorant 
as  yet  of  the  comfort  and  consolation  to 
be  derived  from  ourselves,  of  the  plea- 
sure annexed  to  useful  employment,  she 
considered  the  lot  of  a  governess  very 
pitiable,  and  always  behaved  towards 
persons  in  that  situation  with  particu- 
lar kindness.  She  forgot  that  the  mind 
of  Gertrude  was  humble,  and  happily 
constituted ;  while  her  ability  and  stea- 
diness, would  make  her  too  valuable  in 
any  family,  not  to  be  treated  with  con- 
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sideration.  Mrs.  Stapylton,  who  loved 
to  patronize,  promised  to  look  out  for 
her ;  and  Colonel  Howard,  understand- 
ing she  was  his  daughter's  favourite, 
sent  her  an  elegant  present,  with  a  letter 
of  thanks  for  her  kindness  to  his  dear 
girl.  All  this  looked  well,  and  Caro- 
line returned  to  school  in  better  spirits 
than  she  had  enjoyed  since  her  father's 
unexpected  return  to  England.  A  note 
soon  afterwards  informed  her,  that  the 
whole  party  were  gone  to  Cheltenham, 
and  from  this  time  she  heard  little  of 
their  movements.  She  looked  impa- 
tiently forward  to  Christmas,  as  the  crisis 
of  her  fate.  Then  it  must  be  decided 
whether  she  was  to  be  introduced  into 
society  as  Colonel  Howard's  only  child, 
or  merely  as  his  ward.  She  thought 
there  was  no  other  alternative :  but, 
short-sighted  mortals  as  we  are,  she 
was  mistaken. 

Miss  Stewart  and  her  assistants  had 
exerted   themselves    to    give    the   last 


60  FEMALE     FRIENDSHIP. 

finish  to  their  elegant  and  accomplished 
pupil;  while  Gertrude,  trembling  for 
her  stability  among  the  gaieties  and 
temptations  of  a  London  life,  had  affec- 
tionately and  repeatedly  warned  her  to 
distrust  herself,  when,  late  in  the  half- 
year,  Caroline  received  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Stapylton,  accompanied  by  ano- 
ther for  Miss  Stewart.  Seized  with  an 
ominous  foreboding,  she  trembled  as 
she  viewed  the  superscription,  and 
retired  to  her  own  room,  to  peruse  at 
leisure  its  contents.  Miss  Stewart  was 
not  at  home ;  and  Gertrude,  wondering 
what  could  detain  her  so  long,  went  to 
seek  her.  On  opening  the  door,  she 
discovered  Caroline  extended  on  the 
floor  in  a  swoon,  the  fatal  letter,  torn 
across,  lying  by  her  side.  Hastily  put- 
ting it  out  of  sight,  she  rang  for  assis- 
tance, and  the  usual  restorations  being 
applied,  the  unhappy  Caroline  was  soon 
recalled  to  recollection. 

"  Is  it  a  frightful  dream  ?"  said  she, 
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addressing  Gertrude,  «  or  am  I  indeed 
discarded,  abandoned  ?" 

Miss  Orme  could  only  soothe  and 
weep  with  her,  and,  dismissing  every 
one  else,  she  sat  down  by  her  side. 

"  I  feel  as  if  I  should  die,'*  said  her 
patient;  «  and  I  hope  I  shall,  if  it  be 
only  to  strike  remorse  into  that  fiend, 
who  has  manoeuvred  to  rob  me  of  my  fa- 
ther." 

"  I  trust  not :  with  such  a  sentiment 
in  your  heart,"  answered  Gertrude, 
meekly,"  "  1  should  tremble  for  you." 

"  It  is  easy,"  observed  Caroline,  with 
asperity,  «  to  becalm,  where  other  peo- 
ple's sufferings  only  are  concerned. 
But  I  will  not  believe  it,"  cried  she, 
wildly.  "  I  have  been  tricked,  deceived, 
— he  could  not  have  the  heart  to  leave 
me  !  Do  you  think  he  could  ?"  and  she 
turned  her  imploring  eyes  on  Gertrude, 
who,  alarmed  at  her  expression,  and  at 
the  feverish  flush  that  glowed  on  her 
cheek,  took  upon  herself  the  respon- 
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sibility  of  sending  for  the  school  apothe- 
cary. When  he  arrived,  Caroline  did 
not  seem  sensible  of  his  presence  ;  her 
eyes  were  closed,  while  heavy  sighs 
shook  her  frame.  Mr. immediate- 
ly prescribed  a  composing  draught,  and, 
promising  to  return  in  the  morning, 
took  his  leave.  Disturbed  slumber  soon 
visited  the  harassed  Caroline  ;  and  her 
attentive  nurse,  then,  presuming  on 
their  long  friendship,  took  out  the  im- 
portant letter  which  had  caused  all  this 
mischief.  Its  contents  were  as  follows  : 
"  My  dear  Miss  Howard  : — Convinced 
as  you  must  be  of  the  affection  I  bear 
you,  I  will  not  waste  words  in  expres- 
sing my  sincere  regret,  at  being  the  un- 
willing agent  through  whom  you  must 
learn  very  painful  intelligence.  But 
Colonel  Howard,  aware  of  my  interest 
in  you,  and  incapable  of  acting  in  the 
present  instance  himself,  has  commis- 
sioned me  to  inform  you,  that  a  very 
unpleasant,  almost  ruinous,  change  in 
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his  affairs,  has  obliged  him  to  quit  Eng- 
land suddenly,  and  for  an  uncertain 
period.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  comment, 
either  on  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
been  educated,  or  the  Colonel's  recent 
conduct,  in  frequenting  gambling  houses. 
One  advantage  will  attend  the  former, 
that  you  will  be  better  able  to  assist 
yourself;  since,  I  grieve  to  say,  igno- 
rant how  affairs  may  terminate,  and 
obliged  in  the  mean  time  to  practise  the 
strictest  enonomy,  he  has  been  com- 
pelled, through  me,  to  inform  Miss 
Stewart  he  cannot  be  answerable  for 
more  than  your  present  half-year's  ex- 
penses. As  she  must  already  have  made 
a  fortune  by  you,  she  cannot  object  to 
your  remaining  where  you  are  till  some- 
thing can  be  met  with.  My  house  would 
of  course,  be  open  for  your  reception : 
but  Georgiana's  health  is  so  delicate, 
that  I  mean  to  travel  in  the  spring^  for 
her  benefit.  My  interest  and  recom- 
mendation you  may  always  command  ; 
G  2 


64  FEMALE     FRIENDSHIP. 

and  with  the  united  love  of  my  daugh- 
ter and  myself, 

"  I  am,  dear  Miss  Howard, 

"  your  sincere  friend, 

"  EMILY  STAPYLTON." 

"P.  S.  We  shall,  if  permitted,  do  our- 
selves the  pleasure  of  calling  on  you 


Gertrude  could  scarcely  restrain  her 
indignation  while  reading  this  cold- 
hearted  epistle.  She  was  instantly  struck 
with  the  idea,  that  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Sta- 
pylton  were  about  to  follow  the  Colo- 
nel 5  that  his  affairs,  though  deranged, 
were  not  so  bad  as  they  had  represented 
them.  But  what  was  to  be  done  ?  they 
had  no  means  of  access  to  him,  but 
through  her.  There  was  no  alternative, 
then,  but  to  submit  to  her  decree  for  the 
present,  and  so  she  resolved  to  counsel 
her  unhappy  friend  ;  at  present  she 
could  only  pray  for  her,  and  this  she 
did  as  earnestly,  as  if  the  petition  arose 
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for  herself.  Moderate  as  was  her  esti- 
mate of  this  world's  goods,  she  knew 
the  loss  of  rank  was  a  misfortune,  and 
that  of  wealth,  peculiarly  trying  to  a 
young  person  of  such  quick  and  gene- 
rous feelings  as  Caroline.  She  revolved 
every  possible  mode  of  softening  the 
blow,  and  sighed  over  her  limited 
means  of  being  useful.  Now,  indeed, 
she  was  only  wanted  as  a  nurse,  for  her 
patient  lay  for  several  weeks  insensible 
to  her  care,  and  in  a  raging  fever : 
thus  she  was  fortunately  spared  the 
first  ebullitions  of  Miss  Stewart's  anger 
and  mortification.  Her  youth  and  ex- 
cellent constitution  finally  triumphed 
over  her  malady ;  but  Christmas  was 
past  before  she  was  able  to  set  up.  The 
kind,  the  indefatigable  Gertrude,  had 
been  her  best  physician,  and  had  even 
refused  to  return  home  till  her  friend 
was  able  to  accompany  her.  She  had 
written  to  Mrs.  Stapylton  to  inform  her 
of  Caroline's  dangerous  illness,  and  that 
G  3 
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lady  had  sent  several  times  to  inquire 
how  she  was;  and  had  likewise,  at 
Miss  Stewart's  request,  become  answer- 
able for  the  expenses  of  her  illness. 
But  she  judged  it  best,  and  Miss  Orme 
agreed  with  her,  not  to  irritate  the  feel- 
ings of  the  invalid,  by  any  personal  in- 
terview. It  was,  however,  settled,  that 
Mrs.  Stapylton  should  use  all  her  in- 
fluence, to  obtain  eligible  situations  for 
both  the  young  friends,  within  reach  of 
each  other,  before  her  departure  from  Lon- 
don; and  as  she  was  indefatigable,  where 
so  many  motives  concurred  to  make  her 
desire  successful,  and  as  she  had  a  very 
large  and  fashionable  acquaintance,  there 
appeared  no  doubt  of  her  obtaining  it. 
This  compact  was,  however,  for  the 
present  concealed  from  Caroline,  as  it 
could  not  be  expected  she  should  be 
immediately  able  to  conform  herself  to 
circumstances  so  novel.  It  was  even  a, 
matter  of  difficulty  to  persuade  her  to 
accompany  Gertrude  to  her  parent's 
house,  for  change  of  air. 
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"  I,"  said  she,  «  who  had  so  fondly 
hoped  to  be  of  service  to  you,  shall  I 
become  a  burden  to  your  friends  ?"  But 
Gertrude  was  so  persuasive,  and  so 
determined  not  to  depart  without  her, 
that  Caroline,  too  weak  for  contention, 
at  last  gave  up,  and  they  set  out  toge- 
ther for  the  humble  abode  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ornie  in  Kent,  to  the  great  joy 
and  relief  of  Miss  Stewart. 

Here  they  were  received  with  a  kind- 
ness and  benevolence  that  seemed  to  make 
no  distinction  between  them  ;  and  in  this 
peaceful  abode  of  content  and  family  affec- 
tion Caroline  recovered  her  health,  and 
even,  in  some  degree,  her  spirits.  She 
was  yet  new  to  sorrow:  and  with  the 
sanguine,  hopeful,  character  of  her  age, 
began  to  imagine  her  fortunes  would 
rise  again.  Her  father  would  return, 
or  he  would  send  for  her ;  at  all  events, 
she  should  marry,  for  she  was  not  igno- 
rant of  her  natural  and  acquired  advan- 
tages, and,  somehow  or  other,  all 
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would  be  right  again  at  last.  The 
elastic  mind  of  early  youth  can  scarce- 
ly reconcile  itself,  long  together,  to  the 
idea  of  misfortune,  although  its  feelings 
are  for  a  time  peculiarly  acute  ;  fancy 
throws  her  magic  veil  over  sorrow, 
gracefully  concealing  its  extent,  while 
imagination  and  inexperience  conjure 
up  delightful  visions  of  new  and  un- 
tried scenes,  Arcadian  friendship,  never- 
dying  love.  Caroline,  who  had  scarcely 
ever  read  a  novel,  fancied  herself  a 
heroine  in  distress  ;  but  she  resolved, 
with  God's  assistance,  to  act  the  part  of 
a  rational  and  Christian  one.  Gertrude 
rejoiced  at  her  present  calmness,  with- 
out searching  too  deeply  into  its  mo- 
tives. She  knew  that  the  duty  of  sub- 
mitting to  God's  dispensations,  simply 
because  they  are  his,  and  must  therefore 
be  right,  is  one  of  the  hardest  lessons 
we  have  to  learn ;  and  she  did  not  ex- 
pect it  could  be  acquired,  all  at  once, 
by  so  young  a  pupil  in  the  school  of 
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adversity.  She  now  ventured  to  inform 
Caroline  of  her  correspondence  with 
Mrs.  Stapylton,  that  active  lady,  whose 
zeal  in  her  young  friend's  behalf  had 
excited  the  admiration  of  all  her  ac- 
quaintance, having  already  submitted 
various  situations  to  her  choice.  «But 
Miss  Orme,  who  had  determined  Caro- 
line should  not  quit  her  present  abode 
till  the  summer,  was  in  no  haste  to  fix. 
At  last  Mrs.  Stapylton,  who  privately 
resolved  not  to  leave  England  till  an 
arrangement  was  made  for  Caroline, 
wrote  to  say  she  had  succeeded  beyond 
her  most  sanguine  expectations.  Her 
acquaintance,  Lady  Lyndhurst,  having 
no  children,  and  very  delicate  health, 
had  been  persuaded  to  seek  for  an 
agreeable  companion ;  and  as  she  was 
peculiarly  amiable  and  universally  be- 
loved, her  dear  Miss  Howard  would 
not  only  live  happier  under  her  protec- 
tion at  present,  but  be  enabled,  should 
circumstances  hereafter  prove  favoura- 
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ble,  to  return  to  her  father  without  any 
sense  of  degradation.  Caroline,  who 
had  always  shrunk  from  the  idea  of 
being  a  governess,  could  offer  no  objec- 
tion to  such  a  scheme,  though  her  pride 
recoiled  from  owing  the  obligation  to 
Mrs.  Stapylton.  Nothing  was,  however, 
required  of  her  but  a  simple  assent; 
that  lady  taking  upon  herself  to  fix  the 
salary,  and  make  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments. Miss  Orme  was,  at  the  same  time, 
accepted  as  a  governess  to  an  only  child, 
by  another  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Sta- 
pylton, who  had  previously  satisfied 
herself  by  an  application  to  Miss  Stew- 
art, of  the  abilities  and  temper  of  the 
young  person  she  thus  patronized,  out 
of  compliment  to  Caroline.  No  wonder 
she  was  somewhat  proud  of  such  emi- 
nent success ;  that  she  left  London 
satisfied  with  herself,  and  at  liberty  to 
arrange  fresh  schemes  ! 

Neither  of  the  young  ladies  were  to 
remove   to  their  new    habitations    till 
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just  before  the  families  departed  for 
their  country  houses  ;  they  therefore 
devoted  to  friendship  the  interval  that 
remained,  uncertain  what  obstacles 
might  stand  in  the  way  of  their  future 
intercourse.  u  How  can  I  ever  thank 
you  sufficiently,  dear  Gertrude,"  said 
Caroline,  "  for  all  you  have  done  for 
my  soul,  and  body,  in  this  season  of 
trial  ?  Had  you  not  previously  pulled 
down  some  of  my  high-mindedness,  I 
could  never  have  sustained  it." 

"  There  is  but  one  fountain  of  all 
good,"  answered  Gertrude.  "  The  same 
gracious  Providence  that  sends  us  need- 
ful food  and  clothing,  likewise  puts  it 
into  the  hearts  of  our  fellow-creatures 
to  love  us,  making  them  instruments  for 
our  comfort.  Solomon  not  only  says, 
"  a  faithful  friend  is  the  medicine  of 
life,"  but,  "  whoso  feareth  the  Lord 
shall  find  one."  Our  gratitude  ought, 
then,  to  be  great  for  this,  as  all  our 
other  blessings,  and  it  will  add  to  our 
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enjoyment  of  them,  to  trace  them  to 
their  source.  Besides,  the  friendship  that 
we  form  here,  provided  they  are  built 
on  the  only  sure  foundation,  will,  we 
have  reason    to    hope,    prove   eternal. 
What  a  sublime,  what  a  consoling  idea ! 
that  we   shall  not  only  meet  in  another 
world  all  the  good  and  excellent  per- 
sons that  have  ever  lived  in  this,  but 
shall  likewise  be  re-united  to  the  dear 
friends,  from  whom  death  or  distance 
had  divided  us  !     And  if,  clogged  as  are 
all  our  best  emotions  while  in  this  pre- 
sent world,  the  feelings  of  affection  are 
even  now  so  delightful,  what  will  they 
be  when,    purified   from   all   infirmity, 
we  mingle  with  each  other  as  blessed 
spirits,    full    of   peace,    and  joy,    and 
love  ?     With  such  a  glorious  prospect 
before  us,  it  is    less  material  how  we 
pass   our  days  on  earth,  provided  we 
are  enabled  so  to  improve  them,  as  that 
we  may  take  hold  on  this  great  salva- 
tion.    Regret  not,  dearest  Caroline,  the 
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fleeting  toys  of  rank  and  riches,  which 
might  have  drawn  your  thoughts  from 
the  great  business  of  life;  now  you 
have  a  comparatively  easy  task  to  per- 
form, only  to  submit  yourself  with 
cheerful  resignation  to  that  which  is 
allotted  you,  earnestly  striving  to  do 
your  duty  in  that  station  wherein  you  are 
placed  ;  not  nursing  unavailing  lamenta- 
tions, nor  fancying  how  much  happier 
you  should  have  been  in  a  more  exalted 
sphere.  It  would  be  hard,  indeed,  to  be 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  corrections  of 
our  Heavenly  Father,  yet  obstinately 
persist  in  cheating  ourselves  of  the  good 
effects  they  are  calculated  to  produce ; 
and  this  must  always  be  the  case  if  we 
do  not  sanctify  our  afflictions,  by  hum- 
bling ourselves  under  them." 

"  Perhaps,"  said  Caroline,  "  my  lot 
may  be  found  so  tolerable,  that  my 
acquiescence  under  it  may  have  little 
merit.  But  you,  dear  Gertrude,  must 
not  only  tear  yourself  from  a  beloved 
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home — a  trial  I  am  spared  ;  but  must 
seclude  yourself  from  the  society  you 
are  so  well  calculated  to  adorn,  because 
such  is  the  custom  in  fashionable  life ; 
and  when  I  think  that  you  will  be  shut 
up,  hour  after  hour,  with  a  tiresome 
child,  I  am  quite  unhappy  about  you/' 

«  I  make  it  rule/'  said  Gertrude, 
"  not  to  anticipate  evil.  If,  as  is  very 
probable,  my  duty  turns  out  difficult  or 
unpleasant,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  it, 
though  you  may  be  assured  I  will  never 
submit  to  neglect  or  unnecessary  mor- 
tification. In  this  humble  dwelling,  we 
shall  both  possess  an  asylum  always  open 
to  us ;  indeed,  it  will  be  but  charity  to 
enliven  occasionally  my  dear  parents, 
and  assist  Frances  in  her  various  em- 
ployments/' 

Caroline  pressed  the  hand  of  this 
generous  friend,  who,  by  thus  identify- 
ing their  claims  and  interests,  sought  to 
banish  every  feeling  of  obligation.  How 
did  she  wish  she  could  augment  the 
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income  of  this  amiable  family,  instead 
of  becoming  burdensome  to  them.  "  But 
they  carry  their  reward  in  their  own 
bosoms,"  thought  she ;  "the children  are 
the  worthy  descendants  of  a  Christian 
father  and  mother.  May  I  be  enabled 
to  imitate,  as  well  as  admire  them  !" 

The  time  arrived  but  too  soon  when 
the  young  friends  must  quit  this  hospi- 
table abode.  Caroline's  heart  sunk 
within  her ;  but  the  example  of  Ger- 
trude constrained  her  to  exertion.  They 
travelled  together  under  the  protection 
of  Mr.  Orme,  and  it  was  agreed  he 
should  first  conduct  Caroline  to  Gros- 
venor  Square,  leaving  his  daughter  at 
the  inn,  where  it  was  thought  best  the 
parting  scene  should  take  place. 

Lady  Lyndhurst,  apprized  of  the 
arrival  of  Miss  Howard,  received  her 
with  captivating  grace  and  sweetness. 
She  did  not  appear  much  more  than 
twenty  years  old  ;  but  a  life  of  incessant 
dissipation  had  already  driven  the  roses 

H2 
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of  youth  from  her  lovely  face,  while  her 
slender  form  seemed  to  be  weighed 
down  by  habitual  languor.  Both  her 
Ladyship  and  Caroline  were  at  first  em- 
barrassed, for  their  mutual  relations 
were  alike  new  and  aukward ;  but  the 
interest  and  admiration  which  each  felt 
for  the  other  soon  set  them  at  ease,  and 
a  very  few  days  had  elapsed  before 
Caroline  seemed  completely  at  home ; 
and  Lady  Lyndhurst  felt  truly  thankful 
that  her  splendid  mansion  contained  a 
person,  who  added  so  greatly  to  her 
enjoyment  of  it.  Lord  Lyndhurst  was 
seldom  disengaged :  he  was  a  sensible  and 
well-bred  man,  many  years  older  than 
his  lady,  but  behaved  to  her  with  great 
affection,  and  towards  Caroline  with 
uniform  respect.  The  bustle  of  prepa- 
ration for  their  departure  sounded  over 
the  house,  and  Caroline,  with  the  love 
of  novelty  natural  to  her  age,  contem- 
plated with  delight  a  summer  passed 
in  such  society,  and  among  new  scenes  5 
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while  Lady  L.  declared  that,  with  her 
for  a  companion,  even  her  dismal  castle 
would  be  endurable. 

The  journey  was  accomplished  with 
all  the  facility  which  attends  the  move- 
ments of  the  great ;  and,  by  Lady 
Lyndhurst's  orders,  Caroline  was  waited 
on  with  as  much  assiduity  as  herself. 
Naturally  of  an  affectionate  and  confid- 
ing disposition,  her  Ladyship  thought 
she  could  not  do  too  much  for  one  whose 
society  was  so  exactly  to  her  taste  ; 
while  Caroline,  on  her  part,  exerted 
every  power  of  pleasing  that  she  pos- 
sessed, in  gratitude  for  such  unbounded 
kindness.  Still  her  feelings  did  not 
soon  recover  the  severe  shock  they  ex- 
perienced, when,  taking  up  a  newspaper 
at  an  inn  on  the  road,  she  read  in  it- an 
account  of  the  marriage  of  Colonel 
Howard  to  Miss  Stapylton,  at  Tours, 
in  France.  Her  new  friend  sympa- 
thized sincerely  in  her  mortification,  and 
redoubled  her  endeavours  to  render 
H  3 
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Belmore  Castle  agreeable  to  her.  This 
ancient  edifice  stood  in  a  rich  and  woody 
part  of  Yorkshire,  secluded  by  its  situa- 
tion from  much  society,  but  excellently 
adapted  for  the  sports  of  the  field. 
Lord  Lyndhurst,  who  was  much  devoted 
to  them,  always  contrived  to  have  some 
companion  in  the  house  of  kindred  taste, 
which,  with  the  occasional  company 
of  the  Rector  of  the  parish,  and  the  for- 
mal visits  of  those  of  the  county  families, 
who  lived  within  the  distance  of  a  ride, 
quite  satisfied  his  idea  of  the  required 
quantity  of  amusement  in  the  country, 
llie  two  ladies  were  in  the  mean  time  left 
to  their  own  resources  ;  as  Lord  L.  and 
his  brother  generally  went  out  early 
in  the  morning,  and  did  not  return  till 
a  late  dinner.  The  little  they  saw  of 
each  other,  however,  sufficed  to  con- 
vince the  Honourable  Mr.  Belmore  that 
they  were  a  remarkably  snug,  pleasant 
little  party,  and  he  often  congratulated 
himself  and  his  companions,  that  there 
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were    no    tiresome  intruders  on  their 
comfort. 

At  first  Lady  Lyndhurst  cordially 
agreed  with  him ;  but  after  a  time  she 
suggested  that  it  would  be  proper  they 
should  invite  their  newly  married  sister 
to  pay  them  a  visit,  and  inquired  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  a  good  opportunity 
to  have  them  and  a  few  more  of  their 
particular  friends,  during  the  shooting 
season.  Lord  Lyndhurst,  always  willing 
to  oblige  her,  readily  consented  ;  and 
Belmore  Castle,  lately  the  theatre  of 
elegant  and  rational  pursuits,  becanjte 
the  scene  of  high  play,  boisterous 
gaiety,  and  invidious  slander.  Caroline 
sighed  at  the  change,  with  sufficient 
reason  :  for  she  now  became  aware  that 
there  were  drawbacks  to  her  comfort  in 
this  splendid  habitation.  The  newly- 
arrived  ladies,  after  eagerly  inquiring 
who  she  was,  became  careless  and 
supercilious  ;  while  the  gentlemen 
seemed  scarcely  aware  of  her  presence. 
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Mr.  Bel  more,  indeed,  continued  her 
ally;  but  Caroline  thought  he  seemed 
either  afraid  or  ashamed  to  come  forth 
openly  in  her  favour,  though  he  fre- 
quently appeared  inclined  to  give  her 
a  degree  of  consequence,  and  shielding 
her  from  unpleasant  remarks.  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  the  charming  centre  round 
whom  all  the  inferior  satellites  moved, 
was  too  much  taken  up  herself  and 
friends,  to  remark  the  change  in  Caro- 
line, which  was,  perhaps,  fortunate,  as 
if  she  had,  she  might  have  liked  her 
less ;  for  Lady  Lyndhurst,  the  spoiled 
child  of  prosperity,  was  not  only  very 
lively  herself,  but  expected  those  about 
her  to  contribute  to  her  amusement  by 
being  the  same. 

Lady  Desmond,  the  younger  sister  of 
her  hostess,  was  Caroline's  greatest 
enemy.  She  was,  like  many  silly  girls> 
so  elevated  by  her  advantageous  mar- 
riage, that  even  to  her  former  associates 
she  was  insufferable  ;  while,  as  she 


FEMALE    FRIENDSHIP.  81 

could  not  but  discover  that  Miss  How- 
ard was  handsomer  than  herself,  even 
when  decorated  in  all  her  bridal  finery, 
she  took  every  opportunity  the  common 
rules  of  good  breeding  would  allow 
of  being  impertinent  and  consequential. 
Her  husband,  likewise,  an  empty- 
headed  coxcomb,  thought  it  good  fun 
to  quiz  that  pretty  Miss  Thing-a-my  ; 
but  there  was  a  native  air  of  dignity 
and  correctness  about  Caroline,  that 
awed  and  kept  at  distance  both  him  and 
his  companions.  Stilt  she  felt  she  did  not 
mix  on  equal  terms  with  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  affluence,  and  the  recol- 
lection drove  her  back  to  melancholy 
and  dejection.  She  poured  forth  her 
complaints,  as  usual,  in  her  epistolary 
correspondence  with  Gertrude,  declar- 
ing she  would  rather  have  been  brought 
up  to  be  a  housemaid,  than  placed  in 
her  present  equivocal  situation.  But 
although  Miss  Orme  sincerely  pitied  the 
long-cherished  pride,  that  thus  exposed 
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her  friend  to  feel  with  keenness  every 
slight,  yet  she  ventured  gently  to  ex- 
postulate with  her. 

"  Did  you  imagine,  dear  Caroline,'* 
she  inquired  in  one  of  her  letters, 
"  that  no  disagreeable  circumstances 
were  to  be  found  at  Belmore  Castle  ? 
Depend  on  it,  they  abound  every 
where,  for  a*  mixture  of  alloy  accom- 
panies all  earthly  good.  The  evils 
attendant  on  dependance  are  in  many 
cases  almost  intolerable,  as,  for  in- 
stance, where  "the  continual  drop- 
ping" of  a  contentious,  perverse  temper, 
must  be  borne  with.  Excuse  me  if  I 
say  that,  in  your  case,  they  are  compa  - 
ratively  light ;  for  you  allow  you  have 
nothing  to  complain  of  in  Lord  or  Lady 
Lyndhurst.  Why,  then,  allow  the  inex- 
perience of  their  occasional  visitors  to 
annoy  you  so  dreadfully  ?  When  peo- 
ple are  proud,  they  are  afflicted  with  a 
serious  malady  ;  and  we  should  pity 
them,  particularly  as  there  are  few  of 
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our  neighbours'  evil  qualities  from  which 
we  really  suffer  so  little  ;  but  the  fact  is, 
our  pride  clashes  with  theirs.  If,  by  the 
assistance  of  divine  grace  and  self-exami- 
nation, we  could  only  attain  that  Chris- 
tian meekness,  which  was  the  character- 
istic of  our  great  pattern,  the  shafts  of 
haughtiness,  ill-nature,  and  imperti- 
nence, would  fall  harmless  at  our  feet. 
The  lesson  is,  I  confess,  a  difficult  one  ; 
but  were  it  not  practicable,  would  it 
be  so  frequently  and  so  earnestly  recom- 
mended, as  it  is,  in  every  part  of  the 
New  Testament?  Pride  is  the  sin  of 
devils,  and  one  of  the  plagues  of  hell ; 
strive  then,  my  dear  friend,  to  subdue 
it  in  yourself.  The  task  requires  time 
and  patience,  for  this  is  a  many-headed 
monster,  by  which,  when  living  in 
retirement,  we  are  scarcely  aware  how 
closely  we  are  followed  ;  but  in  mixed 
society,  particularly  when  we  do  not 
perform  a  distinguished  part  in  it,  our 
vanity  and  self-love  so  frequently  come 
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in  contact  with  that  of  others,  that  we 
have  an  abundant  field  for  combat  with 
them.  We  are  not  weak  when  we  can 
lean  for  support  on  an  Almighty  arm ; 
and  with  this  assistance  we  must,  if 
we  be  not  wanting  to  ourselves,  finally 
prevail.  I  do  not  preach  to  you  what 
I  have  not  occasion  to  practise  myself ; 
and,  in  all  circumstances, 

"  I  remain,  faithfully  yours, 

«  G.  O." 

Miss  Orme  indeed,  though  she  seldom 
complained,  had  not  escaped  her  share 
of  vexations.  She  had  found  her  pupil 
a  beautiful,  spoiled  child.  Mrs.  Leslie's 
introductory  harangue  had  been  cha- 
racteristic. "  My  dear  Miss  Orme," 
said  she,  "  I  need  not  tell  you  I  wish 
my  child  to  become  clever  and  accom- 
plished 3  but  I  think  this  may  be  at- 
tained by  management,  without  severity. 
Amanda  is  such  a  gentle  creature,  that 
the  least  harshness  wounds  her  feelings, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  you  will  enter  into  my 
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ideas  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Leslie,  in- 
deed, has  views  of  his  own,  but  I  think  J 
have  a  right  to  dictate  where  my  daugh- 
ter is  concerned,  and  I  will  not  have 
her  health  injured,  or  her  spirit  broken, 
by  too  much  application  5  all  I  require 
of  you  is,  never  to  leave  the  dear  crea- 
ture out  of  your  sight,  except  when  she 
is  with  me ;  and  I — must  confess  to  you 
iny  weakness, — I  should  not  chuse  my 
Amanda  to  love  any  one  so  well  as  my- 
self, not  even  her  papa.  Men  are  often 
from  home,  and  have  various  pursuits, 
but  to  a  mother  her  child  is  every 
thing." 

Gertrude  observed  that  she  was  wil- 
ling to  allow  Mrs.  Leslie  to  continue  the 
fountain  of  reward ;  but  that  if  she  her- 
self had  not  the  power  of  punish- 
ment, her  authority  would  be  a  useless 

shadow. 

.  ' '  • 

«  You  need  not  fear  any  undue  degree 
of  severity,  madam/'  continued  she, 
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"  for  my  character  is  established  as 
being  particularly  fond  of  children." 

"  O  !  my  dear,"  said  Mrs.  Leslie,  «  I 
have  ascertained  that  point ;  and,  indeed, 
what  you  say  is  quite  reasonable.  On 
my  part,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
make  you  comfortable ;  and  when  I  have 
a  party,  shall  have  no  objection  to  your 
joining  us  for  a  time,  after  Amanda  is 
gone  to  bed.  When  we  are  alone,  you 
will,  I  conclude,  prefer  amusing  your- 
self in  your  own  room,  and  I  dare  say 
you  are  not  in  the  habit  of  sitting  up 
late." 

An  introduction  to  Miss  Leslie  was 
intended  to  follow  these  preparatory 
hints  ;  but  the  young  lady,  to  whom  a 
governess  had  always  been  held  up  as 
an  object  of  terror,  refused  to  enter  the 
apartment  unless  she  was  dragged  in 
by  force ;  and  the  complying  mamma 
requested  she  might  be  indulged  this 
time.  The  natural  forgetfulness  of 
childhood  fortunately  obliterated  this 
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impression,  and  school  business  soon 
after  commenced.  Its  novelty,  and  her 
own  quickness,  rendered  all  smooth  at 
first ;  but  old  habits  returned  ;  and  one 
morning  the  young  lady,  on  being 
called,  refused  to  get  up,  because  it 
was  wet.  As  early  rising  had  been  a 
point  particularly  insisted  on,  Ger- 
trude, having  vainly  tried  intreaties, 
lifted  her  gently  out  of  bed,  and 
placed  her  on  the  floor.  Here  her  vio- 
lent screams  soon  alarmed  the  house, 
and  her  mother  running  into  the  room, 
and  in  terror  lest  she  should  catch  cold, 
began  sharply  reproving  Gertrude,  for 
not  having  had  more  patience  with  the 
child.  But  at  this  Amanda,  suddenly 
drying  her  tears,  started  up,  and  pro- 
testing, (f  dear  Miss  Orme  should  not 
be  scolded  for  her  faults,"  promised  to 
get  up  another  time  as  soon  as  she  was 
waked.  Mrs.  Leslie,  rather  abashed, 
returned  to  her  own  apartment ;  but 
this  little  incident  gave  Gertrude  hopes 
i  2 
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of  her  pupil,  that  enabled  her  to  endure 
the  caprice  of  the  little  girl  herself,  the 
folly  and  jealousy  of  the  mother,  and 
even  the  incessant  interference  of  Mr. 
Leslie,  one  of  those  men  who  think 
nothing  can  be  done  right  which  they 
do  not  direct.  Amanda  was,  in  reality, 
a  very  sensible  child,  and  possessed  a 
generous  and  affectionate  disposition. 
On  this  foundation  Gertrude  hoped  to 
build  an  amiable  character.  To  gain  an 
immortal  soul  was  to  her  worth  striving 
for ;  andj  in  this  instance,  not  only  the 
naturally  pleasing  qualities,  but  the 
station  in  life,  made  success  still  more 
important.  One  of  her  greatest  diffi- 
culties, as  she  observed  the  gradual 
improvement  of  her  pupil,  was  the 
task  of  concealing  her  own  love  for 
her,  and  of  repressing  that  of  Amanda 
towards  herself.  But  Mrs.  Leslie 
watched  them  with  a  suspicious  eye ; 
and  Gertrude  felt  convinced  she  would 
not  retain  in  her  house  any  one,  who,. 
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she  imagined,  was  likely  to  defraud  her 
of  the  first  place  in  her  daughter's 
heart ;  and  Amanda,  like  most  children, 
did  not  like  best  those  who  most  in- 
dulged her.  Miss  Or  me  devoted  her 
whole  time  to  her  employment,  for  she 
never  accepted  any  invitation  to  the 
drawing-room ;  aware,  if  the  family 
were  alone,  she  should  be  considered  in 
the  way  ;  and  doubtful,  if  there  were 
company,  how  she  might  be  received. 
To  her  strong  mind  and  even  temper, 
such  a  secluded  life  was  not  injurious ; 
but  to  young  women  in  general  it  is 
attended  with  bad  effects,  making  them 
shy  and  aukward,  melancholy  and  ner- 
vous. Ladies  should,  therefore,  as  they 
value  the  health  and  spirits  of  the 
young  person,  who  is  perhaps  banished 
by  necessity  from  a  tender  mother  and 
a  happy  home,  as  they  wish  their  chil- 
dren to  respect,  or  even  to  acquire  from 
her  they  are  taught  to  look  up  to, 
unembarrassed  manners ;  occasionally 
i  3 
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to  admit  to  their  own  society  their 
governess,  and  make  her  feel  comforta- 
ble in  it ;  which  would,  generally  speak- 
ing, be  perhaps  better  than  giving  her 
an  occasional  introduction  to  company, 
by  whom  she  is  disregarded.  Ger- 
trude did  not  complain  of  her  seclu- 
sion, because  she  knew  how  often  a 
more  liberal  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
family  had  been  rewarded  by  artifice 
and  manoeuvring  in  the  governess, 
and  in  this,  as  in  most  instances,  the 
innocent  must  suffer  for  the  guilty; 
nevertheless,  the  feelings  of  a  young 
and  lively  girl,  placed  in  this  situation, 
must  be  very  pitiable.  She  has  an  im- 
portant and  responsible  office  committed 
to  her  trust ;  and  if  she  conscientiously 
perform  its  duties,  she  should  be  re- 
warded by  kindness,  as  well  as  appro- 
bation. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  company  departed  from  Belmore 
Castle,  and  Lady  Lyndhurst  was  left  to 
leisure,  quiet,  and  indisposition  5  for  as, 
where  there  existed  any  cause  for  excite- 
ment, she  had  no  moderation,  so  her 
spirits  being  too  much  for  her  strength, 
she  always  over-exerted  them.  Caro- 
line again  became  every  thing  to  her, 
and  was  once  more  happy.  Christmas 
was  to  be  spent  at  the  Castle,  and  Caro- 
line was  charmed  with  Lord  and  Lady 
Lyiidhurst's  anxiety  for  the  comfort  and 
good  cheer  of  their  poor  neighbours. 
Hitherto  it  had  always  excited  disagree- 
able ideas  in  her  mind,  as  the  season 
when  she  was  left  alone  at  school ;  but, 
in  this  stately  mansion,  it  had  a  pleas- 
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ing,  venerable  aspect,  attended  as  it 
was  by  all  the  ancient  country  obser- 
vances. Before  her  recent  sad  expe- 
rience, she  would  have  trembled  at  the 
idea  of  passing  a  whole  winter  in  such  a 
lonely  abode ;  but  now  her  sore  and 
wounded  feelings  dreaded  association 
with  that  gay  world  she  had  found  so 
hard-hearted,  and  she  delighted  in  no- 
thing so  much  as  in  those  elegant  in- 
door employments  which  she  and  Lady 
Lyndhurst  pursued  together;  the  castle 
containing  besides  such  a  library  as  she 
had  never  met  with  before.  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst, weary,  however,  of  the  sameness 
of  the  scene,  went  to  pass  a  few  weeks 
with  a  friend  near  York,  and  as  his 
brother  accompanied  him,  the  ladies 
were  left  to  themselves  :  a  circumstance 
at  which  Caroline  rejoiced,  and  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  occupied  with  nursing  her- 
self well,  did  not  repine. 

The  time    at    length   arrived   when 
fashionable  people  are  allowed  to  return 
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to  the  comfort  of  their  London  houses, 
when  they  may  be  visible  in  town  :  that 
is  to  say,  the  dreariness  of  winter  had 
departed,  and  the  country  began  to  be 
pleasant.  To  London,  therefore,  Lord 
and  Lady  Lyndhurst  went.  «  Here/' 
thought  Caroline,  "  my  office  will  no 
longer  be  a  sinecure,  but  here  I  shall 
meet  again  my  beloved  Gertrude." 

The  doors  of  Lady  Lyndhurst's  house 
were  soon  besieged  by  visitors  ;  for  she 
was  too  gay  and  too  good-natured  not 
to  be  a  universal  favourite. 

"  They  all  know  my  weak  side,"  said 
she  to  Caroline ;  (e  1  cannot  help  mak- 
ing a  fool  of  myself,  and  half  ruining 
my  Lord,  to  gratify  a  parcel  of  people, 
that,  taken  separately,  I  care  not  for. 
Yet  I  was  not  always  the  dissipated 
creature  you  now  see  me  ;  but  marry- 
ing young,  left  to  myself,  for  my 
Lord  soon  resumed  his  bachelor  ha- 
bits, proud  of  myself,  my  house,  and 
my  fortune,  I  felt  anxious  that  they 
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should  be  seen  and  admired.  Once 
drawn  into  the  magic  circle,  I  had  no 
wish  or  power  to  escape  from  it.  The 
first  season,  indeed,  every  thing  was 
enchanting;  a  second  came,  and  was 
still  delightful ;  a  third  began  to  leave 
great  intervals  of  weariness  \  and  now," 
continued  she, "  that  I  have  lost  my  health 
in  the  service  of  a  world,  that  does  not 
even  thank  me  for  the  sacrifice,  I  still 
go  on,  though  sure  it  is  to  my  destruc- 
tion. The  mansion  of  which  I  have 
been  so  proud  will  own  another  mis- 
tress, whose  dear  friends  will  scarcely 
perceive,  or  care  for,  the  change  :  all 
here  will  be  as  gay  as  ever ;  but  where," 
continued  she,  turning  her  soft  eyes  on 
Caroline,  "  where  shall  I  be  then  ?" 

Caroline  was  affected  by  her  manner, 
confirmed  as  were  her  words  by  the 
wretched  state  of  her  health. 

"  Exert  yourself,  dear  madam,"  said 
she  earnestly,  «  and  break  your  bonds, 
before  it  be  too  late." 
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"  It  is  now  too  late/'  answered  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  "  for  I  am  spoiled  for  retire- 
ment, and  my  Lord  would  dislike  a  dull 
house  and  a  sickly  wife  ;  so  ring  the 
hell  for  the  porter's  book,  that  we  may 
see  who  has  called.  I  am  resolved  we 
will  have  a  gay  season,  though  I  die  at 
the  end  of  it.  Your  youth,  and  novelty, 
and  beauty,  must  help  out  my  faded 
charms,  for  I  am  determined  you  shall 
make  many  conquests.  Frederic  Bel- 
more  is,  I  know,  struck  dead  already ; 
but  being  poor  and  prudent,  he  does 
not  own  it." 

"  If  you  have  any  regard  for  me,  dear 
madam,"  said  Caroline,  «  you  will  as- 
sist my  endeavours  to  keep  myself  in 
the  shade ;  you  know  not  the  mortifi- 
cations to  which  I  shall  otherwise  be 
exposed  ;  nothing  but  my  love  for  you 
could  give  me  courage  even  to  think  of 
them." 

"  All  envy  !"  answered  her  Lady- 
ship. "  I  promised  Mrs.  Stapylton  you 
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should  not  be  moped  with  me,  and  I 
shall  keep  my  word ;  for  I  assure  you 
both  my  Lord  and  myself  are  very 
proud  of  you." 

Accordingly,  Miss  Howard  was  intro- 
duced by  her  Ladyship  among  her  ac- 
quaintance as  her  particular  friend, 
and  praised,  behind  her  back,  beyond 
the  bounds  of  either  truth  or  discre- 
tion ;  but  Lady  Lyndhurst  was  too 
artless  and  kind  not  to  say  w^hat  she 
thought,  and  too  unobserving  to  re- 
mark the  injury  she  thereby  inflicted  on 
Caroline.  High  commendation,  even 
when  justly  bestowed,  unhappily  calls 
forth  the  envy  and  other  bad  passions 
of  human  nature  ;  and  as  these,  of 
course,  abound,  in  a  circle  where  no- 
body has  time  for  thinking  over  and 
correcting  their  own  faults,  and  as  Ca- 
roline was  beside  very  handsome,  she, 
although  treated  with  civility  to  her 
face,  was  every  where  sneered  at,  as 
Lady  Lyndhurst's  paragon  of  a  compa- 
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nion  :  her  history  was  likewise  minutely 
inquired  into,  and  all  sorts  of  false  and 
improbable  stories  invented  concerning 
it.  One  thing  was,  however,  certain  ; 
she  possessed  neither  fortune  nor  con- 
sequence, and  therefore  she  was  disre- 
garded. Nay,  remarks  were  made  before 
her,  concerning  others,  as  if  she  had 
possessed  neither  ears  nor  a  tongue. 
But  this  was  useful,  as  it  convinced  her 
that,  if  she  were  attacked  behind  her 
back,  she  did  not,  at  any  rate,  suffer 
alone.  By-standers,  it  is  said,  see  most 
of  the  game  ;  and  the  remark  was  true 
in  the  present  instance,  for  Caroline 
was  admitted  behind  the  scenes.  "  How 
different/'  thought  she,  "  would  these 
places  and  these  people  appear  in  my 
eyes,  if  I  were  Lady  Lyndhurst !  or 
even  the  plain  heiress,  Miss  Villars  ! 
Attention  and  flattery  follow  their  steps, 
and  it  must  indeed  be  delightful  to 
think  one's-self  an  object  of  universal 
interest !  Yet  how  thankful  ought  I 
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to  feel  that,  under  any  circumstances, 
I  am  permitted  to  see  things  in  their 
true  light !  Differently  situated,  I  might 
have  been  now  in  the  melancholy  state 
of  my  dear  friend,  worn  out  in  the 
service  of  this  world,  and  unprepared 
for  that  to  which  she  is,  I  fear,  hasten- 
ing. Let  me  then,  unmindful  of  my 
own  petty  vexations,  seek  only  to  con- 
vince her  Ladyship  gently  of  her  folly  ; 
or  at  least  endeavour  to  guard  her  from 
some  of  the  numerous  risques  and  un- 
necessary fatigue,  which  she  seems 
bent  on  incurring." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  Caro- 
line, after  vainly  entreating  her  patron- 
ess to  take  more  care  of  herself,  checked 
her  own  inclination,  to  remain  some- 
times at  home,  that  she  might  be  at 
hand  to  propose  their  returning  some- 
what earlier  in  the  night,  or  at  least  to 
see  that  she  was  properly  guarded  from 
cold.  But,  although  Lady  Lyndhurst 
was  grateful  for  her  care,  she  gave 
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little  heed  to  her  advice,  and  with  the 
rest  of  her  acquaintance,  selfish  and 
indifferent  themselves,  Caroline  per- 
ceived that  her  attentions  passed  for 
the  cant  of  her  profession,  or  manoeu- 
vres for  a  legacy. 

•"  I  dare  say/'  observed  a  young  lady, 
"  if  poor  dear  Lady  Lyndhurst  should 
go  into  a  decline,  and  she  really  looks 
like  a  ghost  without  her  rouge,  all  these 
soft  courtesies  will  be  paid  elsewhere, 
in  hopes  of  succeeding  to  the  vacant 
post.  But  I  think  my  Lord  is  too  sen- 
sible a  man  to  be  so  taken  in.  As  to  his 
Lady,  though  the  best  tempered  crea- 
ture in  the  world,  she  is  certainly  rather 
silly — as  is  plain,  by  her  talking  of  giv- 
ing a  ball,  when  she  is  more  fit  for  her 
coffin." 

"  Yet,"  observed  her  sister,  «  you 
were  one  of  the  very  first  persons  who 
persuaded  her  into  it.'' 

"  O  !  to  be  sure  :  it  was  not  for  me 
to  think  of  her  health,  that  is  her  own 
K  2 
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concern :  I  have  enough  to  do  to  take 
care  of  my  own,  that  I  may  not  look 
haggard,  with  all  these  late  hours." 

Such  is  the  friendship  of  fashionable 
society !  at  least  the  ordinary  part  of 
it,  who  only  meet  in  crow'ds. 

The  season  at  last  came  to  an  end, 
and  at  its  close  the  family  physician, 
who  had  been  frequent  in  his  remon- 
strances, declared  that  if  Lady  Lynd- 
hurst  did  not  immediately  remove  into 
a  better  air,  and  conform  to  a  parti- 
cular regimen,  she  would  destroy  her- 
self. Effectually  alarmed  by  this  decla- 
ration, Lady  L.  thought  not  of  dis- 
puting his  advice.  But  whither  should 
she  go  ?  Lord  Lyndhurst  proposed  Italy, 
but  her  Ladyship  had  a  particular  dread 
of  the  sea :  beside  that,  she  felt  une- 
qual to  the  fatigues  of  such  a  long  jour- 
ney. Devonshire,  therefore  should  be 
tried  first,  and  to  a  beautiful  cottage 
near  Sidmouth  they  according  repaired. 

Lord  L.,  really  attached  to  his  lovely 
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and  interesting  wife,  devoted  most  of 
his  time  to  her  amusement ;  while  the 
unobtrusive  cares  of  Caroline  extended 
to  every  department  where  her  friend's 
comfort  was  concerned  ;  and  this  tender, 
watchful  attention  was  as  much  required 
at  Rose  Cottage,  as  it  would  have  been 
in  an  establishment  where  few  servants 
were  retained,  because  affection  and 
judgment  alone  can  administer  success- 
fully to  the  endless  wants  of  poor  human 
beings  extended  on  the  couch  of  sick- 
ness. But  when  Lady  Lyndhurst  had 
recovered  the  fatigue  of  the  journey, 
she  became  so  much  better  as  to  excuse 
her  Lord  from  his  attendance,  and  to 
resume  her  consultations  with  her  maid 
concerning  her  dress.  She  had  indeed 
real  pleasure  in  thinking  of,  as  well  as 
great  taste  in  arranging  her  apparel, 
and  was  never  tired  of  discoursing  on 
the  subject.  If  Caroline,  shocked  at 
such  trifling,  under  such  circumstances, 
attempted  to  evade  the  topic,  particu- 
K  3 
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larly  on  Sunday,  "  Surely,"  Lady  Lyndi 
hurst  would  say,  "  it  is  a  safe  and  inf 
nocent  one,  much  better  than  abusing 
one's  neighbours."  She  was,  indeed, 
ignorant  of  her  danger,  and  it  was  the 
general  study  of  all  around  her  to  keep 
her  amused.  Neither  prosperity  nor. 
sickness  had  been  able  to  injure  her 
naturally  sweet  temper  ;  so  that  the 
task  of  nursing  her  would  have  been 
comparatively  pleasant,  had  not  Caro- 
line been  so  affected,  by  hearing  her 
continually  talking  over  her  future 
plans  and  purposes,  that  she  was  often 
obliged  to  leave  the  room  to  give  way 
to  her  feelings.  On  these  occasions, 
how  earnestly  did  she  pray  for  her  reco- 
very !  or,  if  this  were  impossible,  that 
her  heart  might  be  changed.  She 
wished  that  she  possessed  boldness 
enough  to  enter  on  serious  subjects  her- 
self ;  but  so  much  had  been  said,  not 
only  by  the  doctors,  but  by  her  own 
friends  and  relations,  when  they  visited 
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her,  on  the  necessity  of  keeping  her 
mind  quiet,  that  she  ventured  not  to 
go  farther  than  to  offer  some  occasional 
observations  on  the  shortness  of  life  in 
general,  or  to  allude  to  the  death  of 
some  person  in  a  somewhat  similar 
state ;  but  Lady  Lyndhurst  always  per- 
ceived a  striking  difference  in  the 
symptoms,  and  my  Lord,  or  the  atten- 
dants, looked  at  Caroline  as  if  they 
thought  her  deranged. 

In  alternate  hopes  and  fears  the  sum- 
mer glided  away,  and  the  approach  of 
winter  increased  all  Lady  L.'s  bad 
symptoms ;  but  then  it  was  only  «  the 
weather  that  occasioned  this,"  and 
spring  would  set  all  right  again.  A 
removal  to  the  Hotwells  was  then  re- 
commended, and  here  it  was  resolved 
the  cold  months  should  be  passed.  To 
Caroline  it  was,  indeed,  a  dreary  sea- 
son. 

"  How  could  I  complain,"  thought 
she,  «  when  I  had  only  a  few  personal 
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grievances  to  endure  !  What  were  these 
in  comparison  with  witnessing  the  suf- 
ferings, and  contemplating  the  probable 
loss  of  almost  my  only  friend  ?  May 
this  prove  a  lesson  to  me  for  the  future  ! 
and  Q  !  may  I  profit  likewise  by  the  sad 
sight  before  me,  and  not  put  oif  the 
great  business  of  life  to  the  approach  of 
that  night,  when  no  man  can  work  !" 

One  Sunday,  that  Lady  Lyndhurst 
had  been  unusually  unwell,  she  re- 
quested Caroline  to  read  the  church 
service  to  her,  and  when  she  had  finished, 
her  Ladyship  fell  into  a  long  reverie. 

"  I  wish  I  were  religious  !"  observed 
she  with  a  sigh. 

"  It  is  never  too  late,"  said  Caroline, 
agitated  by  emotion,  «  to  endeavour  to 
become  so." 

"  Ah  !  but,"  said  Lady  Lyndhurst,  «  I 
do  not  even  know  how  to  set  about  it ; 
for  though  our  governess  was  very  clever 
in  other  respects,  yet,  being  a  Catholic, 
she  was  forbidden  to  speak  to  us  of 
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religion.  I  feel,  however,  that  some 
one  should  have  supplied  her  place, 
since  we  must  all  die  some  time  or 
other." 

"  Let  us  send  for  the  clergyman  to 
talk  with  us/'  said  Caroline  eagerly  ; 
"  for  remember  I  stand  in  the  same 
predicament  with  yourself." 

"  Oh  no  !"  observed  Lady  Lyndhurst 
peevishly, "  you  are  well ;  and  I  am  sure, 
if  I  were  to  see  his  solemn  face  in  my 
room,  I  should  fancy  myself  already  in 
my  coffin.  Cannot  you  talk  to  me  your- 
self ?  I  think  by  your  manner  you  have 
sometimes  wished  to  do  so." 

"  I  am,  indeed,"  answered  Caroline, 
•«  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  but  far  too  ignorant  to 
be  able  to  enlighten  others.  Till  I 
became  acquainted  with  my  dear  Miss 
Orme,  I  never  thought  about  my  soul ; 
and  I  cannot  give  you  a  greater  proof  of 
the  reality  and  efficacy  of  the  consola- 
tions of  religion,  than  when  I  tell  you 
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they  enabled  me  to  support  a  reverse 
of  fortune,  that,  educated  as  I  had  been, 
would  otherwise  have  driven  me  mad." 

"  But  what,"  said  Lady  Lyndhurst, 
"  is  losing  one's  fortune  to  losing  one's 
life— one's  all  ?" 

«  If  it  can  be  proved,"  observed  Ca- 
roline, timidly,  "  that  this  apparent  loss 
may  in  reality  be  our  gain." 

"  Oh  that,"  interrupted  her  Lady- 
ship, "  is  impossible !  What  but  the 
dire  law  of  necessity  could  reconcile  us 
to  leaving  this  pleasant  world,  and  all 
our  friends,  for  the  darkness  and  still- 
ness of  the  cold  grave  ?" 

"  The  only  part  of  us  that  is  capable 
of  thought  and  sensation,"  said  Caro- 
line earnestly,  «  does  not  go  into  the 
coffin  :  it  is  spiritual,  and  passes  away 
into  a  world  of  spirits,  where,  if  it  be 
not  our  own  fault,  we  shall  be  much 
happier,  as  well  as  introduced  into  far 
better  society,  than  we  are  here.  Death 
destroys  not  what  in  us  is  worth  pre- 
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serving,  though  it  puts  an  end  to  all 
our  pains,  sorrows,  and  temptations  ; 
removing  us  to  a  better  country,  and  a 
richer  inheritance,  among  the  saints  in 
light.  Can  that  be  very  formidable, 
which  admits  us  to  such  joy  ?" 

"  Why  then,"  asked  Lady  Lyndhurst, 
((  are  even  good  people,  who  believe  all 
this,  so  unwilling  to  leave  this  world, 
which  they  are  always  abusing  ?" 

"  Because,"  answered  Caroline,  "  God 
has  implanted  in  every  human  creature 
a  natural  love  of  life,  without  which, 
we  should  continually  be  cutting  the 
thread  that  binds  us  to  it ;  in  spite  of 
this  attraction,  how  many,  urged  by 
shame,  or  irritated  by  despair,  even 
now,  venture  to  rush  unbidden  into  the 
presence  of  their  Creator,  deserting  the 
post  he  has  allotted  them  here  !  With- 
out this  tie,  the  world,  containing  as  it 
does  so  much  misery,  would  be  depo- 
pulated." 

"  Supposing  God  to  be  as  merciful 


108          FEMALE     FRIENDSHIP. 

as  you  describe  him/'  said  Lady  Lynd- 
hurst,  "  why  has  he  placed  us  where 
so  much  unhappiness  abounds  ?" 

"  The  cause  why  evil  is  permitted/' 
answered  Caroline,  "  is  a  question  be- 
yond my  power  to  comprehend  or  ex- 
plain :  it  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  us  to 
know,  he  has  appointed  a  remedy  for 
the  sad  consequences  we  brought  on 
ourselves,  as  I  will  prove,  if  you  will 
allow  me  to  read  to  you  from  that  blessed 
book,  which  alone  throws  any  light  on 
this  subject." 

"  No,"  answered  Lady  Lyndhurst, 
"  I  had  rather  hear  you  talk,  and  I 
remember  the  old  story  of  Adam  and 
Eve,  which  I  suppose  you  allude  to." 

"  Man  having  thus,"  continued  Ca- 
roline, "  introduced  sin  into  the  world, 
and  death  by  sin,  in  consequence  of  his 
wilful  disobedience,  God,  in  his  own 
time,  mercifully  sent  unto  us  his  Son, 
born  under  the  law,  to  redeem  us  from 
its  penalties  :  that  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
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even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made 
alive ;  that  is,  all  who  come  unto  him 
with  faith,  humility,  and  repentance." 

"  I  cannot  understand,"  said  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  "  why  I  am  to  suffer  for 
another  person's  transgression,  any 
more  than  why  I  should  be  benefited 
by  the  righteousness  of  another." 

"  We  must  not  argue  on  God's  de- 
crees so  much  above  the  comprehension 
of  our  limited  faculties,"  answered  Ca- 
roline, if  but  submit  to  them.  Every, 
body  must  be  sensible  they  have  sinned 
individually.  How  unmindful  are  we, 
in  health  and  prosperity,  of  the  great 
giver  of  both  !  who  not  only  bestows 
life,  but  hourly  preserves  us  in  it,  with 
all  the  countless  catalogue  of  blessings 
that  makes  it  pleasant ;  and  who,  by  his 
unspeakable  gift  in  Christ  Jesus,  not 
only  saves  us  from  ourselves,  but  adopts 
us  into  that  blessed  kingdom,  where 
sorrow  and  sickness  will  be  no  more ; 
where  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  from  all 


110  FEMALE     FRIENDSHIP. 

eyes ;  where  we  shall  rejoice  in  unfading 
youth,  and  never-ending  bliss,  through 
the  countless  ages  of  eternity." 

"  But,"  observed  Lady  Lyndhurst, 
"  supposing  J  were  willing  to  turn  from 
a  world,  of  which  I  have  experienced 
the  emptiness,  what  merit  would  there 
be  in  doing  so,  now  that  I  can  no  lon- 
ger enjoy  it  ?" 

"  None  of  the  miracles,"  answered 
Caroline,  "  that  so  confound  human 
understanding,  are  more  astonishing 
than  the  mercy  and  long-suffering  of 
our  God,  who,  pitying  us  as  a  father 
pitieth  his  own  children,  willing  that 
not  any  should  perish,  graciously  con- 
descends to  receive  us,  though  we  come 
not  to  him  till  we  have  tried  every  other 
resource.  This  all-seeing  and  benefi- 
cent Being,  making  allowance  for  the 
few  opportunities  of  religious  instruc- 
tion you  have  enjoyed,  may  have  sent 
this  illness  to  draw  you  to  himself :  like 
as  a  father  chasteneth  the  son  whom  he 
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loveth.  And  what  are  months,  or  even 
years,  of  bodily  suffering,  to  the  dread- 
ful fate  prepared  for  those  who  obsti- 
nately persist  in  forsaking  or  forgetting 
God  ?  Consider  how  we  are  invited  and 
intreated  to  have  pity  on  ourselves  ;  to 
<  ask,  that  we  may  have/ — to  <  seek, 
that  we  may  find,' — to  <  knock,  that 
it  rnay  be  opened  unto  us/  How  can 
we  escape  if  we  neglect  this  great  sal- 
vation, offered  to  us  without  money  and 
without  price  ?" 

"  How,  indeed,  can  I  escape,"  said 
Lady  Lyndhurst,  powerfully  affected, 
"  if  I  neglect  to  attend  to  such  warning, 
such  inviting  words,  uttered,  as  they 
are,  by  the  voice  of  disinterested  affec- 
tion ?  Why  did  they  not  sound  in  my 
ears  sooner  ?  for  I  had  long  felt  dissa- 
tisfied with  myself,  though  the  example 
of  my  companions  reconciled  me  to 
being  no  worse  than  they  were.  Teach 
me,  then,  dear  and  excellent  friend, 
while  yet  my  intellects  can  receive  your 
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meaning,  what  I  shall  say,  believe,  or 
think.  Pray  for  me,  and  oh  !  may  your 
prayers  be  heard  !  for  I  feel  myself  a 
shivering  creature  on  the  brink  of  a 
frightful  chasm,  into  which  I  fear  every 
moment  to  fall/* 

"  Christ  has  himself  endured  the 
terrors  of  the  grave  for  us/*  answered 
Caroline,  "  and  in  so  doing  he  van- 
quished them.  His  great  atonement 
casts  a- bridge  of  glory  across  the  gulf 
that  separates  the  living  from  the  dead  ; 
and  his  strength,  made  perfect  in  our 
weakness,  will  enable  us  to  traverse  it 
in  safety.  For  what  does  he  say  him- 
self, not  to  his  disciples  only,  but  to 
publicans  and  sinners  also  ?  c  Come  unto 
me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest/  The 
practical  part  of  religion  is  simple,  and 
adapted  to  the  humblest  capacity.  To 
love  the  God  who  created  and  redeemed 
us ;  to  feel  that  we  owe  him  every  thing ; 
that  we  are  lost  without  his  saving 
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mercy,  having  no  power  of  ourselves  to 
help  ourselves  ;  to  consent,  with  deep 
humility  and  heartfelt  gratitude,  to 
be  saved  in  the  way  that  he  has  ap 
pointed  ;  endeavouring  to  prove  the 
reality  of  our  faith,  by  walking  in  the 
footsteps  of  our  great  Guide  and  Pat- 
tern ;  embracing  in  Christian  love  and 
charity  all  our  fellow-creatures,  heirs, 
as  they  are,  of  the  same  salvation,  chil- 
dren of  a  common  parent,  extending  to 
•  their  offences  the  forgiveness  we  shall 
so  assuredly  need  for  our  own." 

"  This/*  said  Lady  Lyndhurst,  «  is 
not  much  in  tvords,  and  clearer  in  your 
abstract  than  I  ever  found  it  before  ; 
still  it  is  more  than,  I  fear,  can  be  at- 
tempted by  a  dying  invalid." 

"  But  you  can  pray  for  divine  assis- 
tance to  enable  you  so  to  think,"  added 
Caroline  ;  "  you  can,  in  sorrowful  re- 
membrance of  past  sins,  cast  yourself 
wholly  on  the  mercy  of  your  Saviour  ; 
for  the  thief  on  the  cross  was  not  re- 
L  3 
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jected,  though  he  turned  not  unto  God 
till  his  last  hour." 

"  I  will  at  least  try,"  cried  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  "  for  I  feel  my  case  is  des- 
perate if  He  help  me  not ;  but  how  is 
it,  dear  Caroline,  that  you  seem  inspired 
as  you  speak  ?  I  never  knew  you  so  elo- 
quent before." 

«  My  subject,"  answered  Caroline^ 
"  has  an  ennobling  quality :  but  I  must 
not  allow  it  to  carry  me  farther,  lest  I 
weary  you." 

This  conversation,  continued  as  it 
had  been  at  intervals,  left  a  powerful 
impression  on  the  mind  of  Lady  Lynd- 
hurst, with  whom  it  had  all  the  force  of 
novelty  as  well  as  truth  ;  for  she  had 
always  avoided  thinking  of  religion, 
imagining  it  to  be  linked  with  melan- 
choly and  death;  and  she  had  lived 
among  those,  who  either  politely  avoided 
the  theme,  or  openly  ridiculed  it.  Even 
a  decent  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  that 
useful  check  to  the  most  thoughtless, 
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was  to  her  almost  unknown,  since  one 
of  her  earliest  impressions,  imbibed 
from  her  French  governess,  had  been 
that  this  holy  day  was  clogged  with 
unnecessary  dulness,  by  the  stupid 
English  :  so  that,  when  she  grew  up, 
she  willingly  united  with  other  spirited 
leaders  of  fashion,  to  make  the  latter 
part  of  it  as  much  as  possible  like  what 
it  is  in  France,  at  the  same  time  omit 
ting  the  devout  observances  with  which 
all  good  Catholics  sanctify  its  commence- 
ment. She  could  not  conceal  from  her- 
self that  she  had  done  little  good  in  the 
world,  but  much  harm,  by  setting  a 
bad  example ;  she  perceived  plainly, 
that  its  pleasures  are  hollow  and  unsatis- 
factory, when  we  are  well ;  leaving 
for  sickness  only  bitter  remembrances. 
"  How  could  I  persist  in  them  so  long," 
thought  she,  "  when  mornings  of  lan- 
guor and  exhaustion  had  for  some  time 
succeeded  nights  of  feverish  excite- 
ment ?  My  heart,  distrusting,  always 
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asked,  could  this  be  joy  ?  Yet,  without 
this  illness,  I  should  still  have  gone  on 
in  the  same  round,  the  willing  slave  of 
habit,  and  a  desire  to  escape  from  my- 
self." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Caroline  again 
ventured  to  request  the  clergyman 
might  be  sent  for,  and  she  was  not 
again  refused.  At  Lady  Lyndhurst's 
earnest  solicitation,  her  Lord  joined  the 
little  groupe,  and  he  as  well  as  his  Lady 
were  much  struck  by  the  beautiful  Form 
of  Prayer  they  now  joined  in  for  the 
first  time.  He  was  likewise  powerfully 
affected  by  the  sight  of  two  young  crea- 
tures, both  so  lovely,  absorbed  in  the 
same  sentiment ;  one  blooming  in  all 
the  pride  of  health,  the  other  hastening 
to  the  tomb.  When  the  minister  had 
concluded,  Lady  Lyndhurst,  thanking 
him  with  her  usual  sweetness,  desired 
his  future  visits ;  then  kissing  the  hand 
of  her  husband  as  he  was  about  to 
leave  the  apartment,  "  you  too,  my 
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love,"  said  she,  "  must  come  to  this ; 
believe  me  we  cannot  prepare  for  it  too 
soon.  Could  you  see  my  heart,  how 
eagerly  I  wish  t  could  recall  the  past, 
as  I  look  back  upon  my  former  life,  you 
would  take  pity  on  yourself,  and  pro- 
vide more  consoling-  reflections  for  your 
own  death-bed." 

Lord  Lyndhurst  was  not  hard-hearted ; 
and  often,  after  this,  when  he  heard 
the  soft  voice  of  Caroline,  reading  to 
his  lady  the  most  comforting,  sublime, 
or  touching  passages  she  could  select 
from  the  best  of  books — a  book  of  whose 
beauty  and  value  he  had  been  hitherto 
ignorant — he  would  steal  into  the  room, 
and  become  one  of  her  silent  but  not 
unmoved  auditors ;  a  joyful  sight  both 
to  his  lady  and  her  friend,  who  now 
felt  she  had  not  lived  in  vain,  and  prayed 
she  might  become  the  honoured  instru- 
ment of  awakening  to  serious  reflection 
two  precious  and  immortal  souls. 

One  morning,  when  Caroline  had  se- 
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lected  that  chapter  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  which  our  Lord's  Last  Supper 
is  described,  she  laid  down  the  book,  and, 
addressing  Lady  Lyndhurst,  she  said, 
"  Can  you,  dear  madam,  resist  this 
kind,  this  blessed  invitation,  or  will 
you  thankfully  accept  the  privilege  of 
celebrating  this  Christian  feast  of  love 
and  obedience  ?" 

"  O,  no,  no  !"  replied  her  Ladyship, 
eagerly,  «  do  not  ask  me,  for  1  am  cer- 
tain that  I  am  not  worthy  to  be  a  par- 
taker of  those  holy  mysteries ;  the  very 
thought  makes  me  tremble." 

"  Allow  me,"  added  Caroline,  "  to 
read  to  you  that  chapter  in  which  St. 
Paul,  rebuking  the  Corinthians  (llth 
chapter,  20th  verse),  explains,  at  the 
same  time,  the  nature  of  that  unworthy 
receiving,  the  fear  of  which  has  deter- 
red so  many  from  doing  what  is,  in  my 
opinion,  clothed  with  unnecessary  ter- 
ror and  mystery.  By  this,''  continued 
she,  when  she  had  finished,  «  you  per- 
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ceive  the  ancient  converts  were  in  the 
habit  of  making  a  greedy  meal  on  what 
was  then  a  substantial  repast,  served  up 
in  the  evening,  that  it  might  imitate 
more  closely  what  it  was  intended  to 
commemorate.  In  consequence  of  this 
abuse,  our  Church,  by  altering  tbe 
mode,  has  effectually  prevented  its 
recurrence  ;  while  in  her  excellent 
Catechism  she  says,  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  (  What  is  required  of 
them  who  come  to  the  Lord's  Supper  ?' 
6  To  examine  themselves  whether  they 
repent  them  truly  of  their  former  sins, 
steadfastly  purposing  to  lead  a  new  life  ; 
whether  they  have  a  lively  sense  of 
God's  mercy  through  Christ,  with  a 
thankful  remembrance  of  his  death ; 
and  whether  they  are  in  charity  towards 
all  men.'  I  think  you  can  say  all  this. 
Had  your  father,  in  his  last  will,  ap- 
pointed some  stated  mark  of  respect  for 
you  to  pay  to  his  memory,  you  would 
not  have  neglected  it,  even  though  the 
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performance  had  been  troublesome  or 
expensive.  Can  you,  then,  refuse  to 
obey  the  dying  injunction  of  a  friend, 
who  loves  us  better  than  even  our 
earthly  parents  ?  Who  now  in  Heaven 
maketh  intercession  for  us  !  and  mer- 
cifully assists  our  imperfect  endeavours 
to  perform  his  commands  ?" 

"  I  can,  at  least,"  answered  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  "  refuse  you  nothing,  so  I 
will  think  of  this  matter,  if  Mr.  Wood- 
house  second  your  advice,  and  deems 
it  not  presumptuous  for  me  to  venture  ; 
but,  in  that  case,  you  must  assist  me 
with  your  prayers,  for  I  greatly  fear  my 
performance,  like  all  my  attempts  at 
devotion,  will  be  cold  and  heartless." 

"  They  that  are  whole,"  said  Caro- 
line, "  need  not  a  physician,  but  they 
that  are  sick  ;  and  our  God,  though 
a  consuming  fire  to  the  wicked  and 
impenitent,  will  not  reject  the  heart 
that  turns  to  him  with  faith  and  humi- 
lity, even  though  its  best  services  have 
been  devoted  to  the  world." 
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Iii  a  few  days  Mr.  Woodhouse,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  succeeded 
in  reconciling1  the  mind  of  Lady  Lynd- 
hurst  to  this  her  bounden  duty  and  ser- 
vice ;  and  so  beautiful  a  ritual  could  not 
fail  of  deeply  impressing  the  feelings 
of  all  who  joined  in  it,  under  such 
affecting  circumstances.  "  Why  was  I 
not  reminded  of  this  before  ?"  was  again 
her  Ladyship's  mental  inquiry.  May 
not  the  question  be  asked  of  the  in- 
structors of  youth,  at  a  future  tribunal  ? 

Spring  was  now  again  advancing,  and 
the  friends  of  the  family  feeling  the 
distance  of  Bristol  inconvenient,  Lady 
Desmond  in  particular,  who  had  been 
prevented  by  a  bad  confinement  from 
assisting  to  nurse,  or  even  visiting  her 
sister,  wrote  to  request  that,  as  the 
waters  had  been  found  of  no  service, 
they  would  remove  to  a  situation  nearer 
London,  where  the  best  medical  advice 
could  be  more  easily  procured,  and 
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another  change  of  air  made  trial  of. 
To  this  Lord  Lyndhurst,  who  had  been 
long  weary  of  the  melancholy  monotony 
of  their  present  abode,  readily  agreed, 
and  as  his  lady  made  no  objection, 
though  really  unwilling  to  encounter 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  they  were 
soon  settled  in  a  cottage  in  Berkshire, 
of  which  she  had  always  been  fond, 
belonging  to  a  relation  of  my  Lord's. 
But  though  the  sweet  sufferer  revived 
for  a  time,  it  was  soon  evident  the 
hand  of  death  was  upon  her  5  and  Ca- 
roline, who  had  never  flattered  her  on 
any  subject,  and  who,  in  this  case, 
would  have  thought  such  kindness 
cruel,  now  only  sought  to  soothe  and 
tranquillize  her  feelings,  by  leading  her 
to  the  great  Shepherd,  who  can  alone 
guide  us  through  the  valley  of  the  sha- 
dow of  death;  reminding  her  likewise, 
when  natural  fears  would  occasion- 
ally intrude,  that  they  were  not  sinful, 
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since  our  blessed  Lord  himself  «  had 
groaned  in  the  spirit/'  and  had  said, 
"  if  it  be  thy  will,  let  this  cup  pass 
from  me.  But  remember/'  added  she, 
"  the  soldier  defies  death,  attended,  as 
it  so  often  is,  by  cold  and  hunger,  and 
protracted  suffering  ;  the  infatuated 
Hindoo  rushes  on  it,  in  its  most  painful 
forms  ;  shall  the  Christian  fear  it  ?" 

The  proof  was  nearer  than  they  had 
imagined;  for,  although  the  constitu- 
tion of  Lady  Lyndhurst  had  rallied, 
after  the  most  desperate  struggles,  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  physicians,  it 
was  now  completely  worn  out ;  and  one 
morning,  as  she  attempted  to  rise  as 
usual,  she  fainted  away.  The  restora- 
tives soon  partially  revived  her ;  but, 
feeling  her  hour  was  come,  she  request- 
ed to  see  her  husband,  and  when  he, 
nearly  overpowered  by  grief,  took  her 
hand,  while  Caroline,  burying  her  face 
in  the  clothes,  kneeled  on  the  other  side 
M  2 
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of  the  bed,  "lam  summoned  away,  dear 
Charles,"  said  she,  in  a  low  sweet  voice, 
"  and  I  would  wish,  before  I  go,  to 
thank  you  for  all  you  have  been  to  me, 
for  you  have  only  been  too  kind ;  and  to 
entreat  you,  as  you  value  your  immor- 
tal soul — as  you  hope  to  meet,  in  ano- 
ther world,  her  whom  you  have  loved 
in  this — to  turn  unto  God  through  his 
Son,  in  whom,  I  humbly  trust,  I  have 
found  redemption;  remembering  always, 
that  to  die  is  the  end  for  which  you 
were  born.  I  would  likewise  recom- 
mend to  your  care  the  dear  girl,  who 
to  me  has  been  mother,  sister,  friend, 
but  that  I  know  it  is  needless."  Here 
Caroline's  sobs  broke  through  the  re- 
straint she  had  hitherto  imposed  on 
them,  and  seemed  to  disturb  the  com- 
posure of  her  who  had  occasioned  them. 
"  Grieve  not  for  me/'  continued  she, 
"  but  avoid  my  errors ;  and  if  you  are 
ever  blessed  with  children,  lead  them 
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betimes  to  their  Saviour."  Here  her 
voice  failed,  and  closing  her  eyes  while 
her  lips  faintly  articulated  «  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  me  !"  her  gentle  spirit  de- 
parted, without  the  least  appearance  of 
pain  or  suffering. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

WHEN  Caroline  recovered  from  the 
dreadful  shock  the  youthful  mind  must 
always  experience  from  the  first  view 
of  death  seizing  on  those  we  love,  that 
moment  in  which  we  feel  the  awful 
reality  of  what  before  had  seemed  a 
dismal  phantom,  gratitude  for  the  easy 
mode  of  her  friend's  departure,  came 
to  assuage  the  pang  of  sorrow  with 
which  she  felt  her  loss ;  for,  in  addition 
to  the  sweet  attaching  qualities  of  her 
she  mourned,  to  Caroline  she  was  all ; 
and  the  dreary  void,  left  by  one  who 
has  long  engrossed  our  time  and 
thoughts,  was  to  her  so  painful,  that 
in  the  agonies  of  grief  common  to  her 
age,  she  thought  there  was  nothing  in 
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existence  worth  living  for,  but  to  pray 
for  a  happy  departure  from  it.     "  My 
beloved    friend/'    thought  she,    "  pos- 
sessed all  this  world's  goods  in  a  more 
than   common   degree  ;    and  what  did 
they  avail  her  ?     It  is  well  if  they  en- 
dangered not  her  salvation  in  the  next !" 
She  was  astonished  to  hear  that  Lord 
Lyndhurst  took  his  meals,  got  up,  and 
retired  to  rest,  with  his  usual  regularity; 
and  had  no  patience  with  what  she  con- 
sidered the  heartless  ceremonials  ob- 
served by  the  servants.     No  sooner  did 
she   arise    in   the    morning,    than    she 
would  run  to  the  window  to  examine 
the  weather,  and  a  cold  sickness  would 
strike  to  her  breast,  as  she  recollected 
it  was  now  immaterial ;  indeed  the  sun 
riding    in    his    brightness    seemed   to 
mock  the  joyless  gloom  that  pervaded 
the  dwelling,  and  she  preferred  to  look 
out  on  the  lovely  landscape,  when   it 
was    shrouded  in   mists    and    vapour. 
Many  times  in  the  day,  she  would  me- 


128  FEMALE    FRIENDSHIP. 

chanically  approach  the  chamber  of  the 
deceased  j  but  she  paused  at  its  thres- 
hold, for  she  felt  that  all  she  had  loved 
was  gone,  and  the  sad  remains  excited 
only  a  fearful  awe  :  she  experienced 
likewise  a  sensation  of  intrusion,  as  if 
she  had  no  business  in  a  house  where 
the  mistress  was  absent.  But  soon  all 
these  were  swallowed  up  by  feelings 
still  more  painful.  The  preparations 
attendant  on  the  funerals  of  the  great, 
commenced.  Lord  Lyndhurst,  she  un- 
derstood, gave  all  the  orders  himself, 
intending,  with  the  principal  servants, 
to  accompany  the  sad  procession  to 
Belmore,  where  the  interment  was  to 
take  place.  Caroline  immediately  sent 
a  respectful  intreaty  to  be  allowed  to 
attend  with  the  housekeeper  ;  but  his 
Lordship,  aware  of  the  fatigue  and 
inconvenience  she  must  in  that  case 
undergo,  sent  Mr.  Fortescue,  his  own 
friend,  and  the  Vicar  of  the  parish,  to 
dissuade  her  from  it,  and  Caroline  con- 
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sidered  herself  bound  to  acquiesce  in 
his  opinion.  Mr.  Fortescue  then  pro- 
ceeded to  say,  a  carriage  suitably  at- 
tended would  be  at  her  orders,  to  con- 
vey her  where  she  pleased ;  but  that 
Lord  L.  and  himself  having  considered 
she  might  possibly  prefer  remaining 
where  she  was  for  a  time,  to  recover 
her  spirits  and  consult  with  her  friends, 
he  was  come  to  request  she  would 
honour  his  humble  abode,  by  making  it 
her  residence  for  the  present,  his  sister, 
undertaking  to  do  all  in  her  power  to 
make  her  comfortable.  Caroline  blessed 
the  kind  consideration  which  had,  she 
doubted  not,  suggested  to  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst  that  she  had  no  home  ready  for 
her  reception  ;  and,  immediately  ac- 
cepting with  gratitude  the  welcome 
proposal,  it  was  settled  that  she  should 
remove  to  the  Parsonage  the  evening 
preceding  the  departure  of  the  mourn- 
ful cavalcade. 

Mortifying  and  bitter  reflection  now 


130          FEMALE    FRIENDSHIP. 

took  possession  of  Caroline's  mind, 
which,  in  the  first  warmth  of  grief, 
had  scarcely  calculated  on  the  degree 
in  which  this  calamity  would  affect  her- 
self :  she  who  was  deserted  by  her 
natural  protector,  almost  friendless  in 
the  world,  whither  could  she  go  ?  The 
worthy  Ormes  would,  indeed,  she 
thought,  receive  her,  or  even  Miss 
Stewart,  for  a  pecuniary  recompence ; 
but  from  the  first  she  shrunk  from  mo- 
tives of  delicacy ;  from  the  last,  because 
Miss  Stewart  was  the  object  of  her 
peculiar  dislike.  Yet  on  the  one  or  the 
other  she  feared  she  must  decide,  till 
she  could  hear  of  another  situation  ; 
as  she  resolved  not  to  intrude  long  on 
the  inmates  of  that  hospitable  mansion 
which  had  received  her,  she  thought, 
from  motives  of  compassion  only.  Soon, 
however,  the  duty  of  putting  our  whole 
trust  in  Providence,  that  lesson  which 
she  had  of  late  been  so  continually 
recommending,  returned  to  cheer  her 
own  mind. 
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"  Ah  !"  thought  she,  with  alarm, 
"  if  after  preaching  to  others,  I  should 
myself  become  a  castaway  !"  And  she 
had  scarcely  soothed  her  desolate  feel- 
ings with  that  divine  consolation  which 
the  promises  of  Scripture  are  so  calcu- 
lated to  impart,  before  two  letters  were 
put  into  her  hand.  The  first  was  from 
Miss  Orme,  and  worthy  of  its  writer ; 
she  entreated  Caroline  to  go  at  once  to 
Whiteford,  promising  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  meet  her  there.  "  Pardon, 
Heavenly  Father/'  ejaculated  the  now 
comforted  Caroline,  "  thy  impatient, 
thy  ungrateful  servant  !  I  am  not  for- 
gotten— not  entirely  deserted  !"  The 
other  letter  proved  to  be  from  Mrs. 
Stapylton,  who  had,  on  leaving  Eng- 
land, settled  with  Caroline  a  mode  of 
communication  with  her  ;  but  the  mar- 
riage of  her  daughter  had  so  soon  fol- 
lowed, that  Caroline,  justly  irritated 
against  them  all,  had  never  availed 
herself  of  it,  consequently  this  was  the 
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first  epistle  she  had  received  from  her 
since  their  new  connexion.  It  began 
with  some  gentle  reproaches  for  her 
apparent  indifference,  assuring  her 
that  her  friends  abroad  had  never  ceased 
to  take  the  most  lively  interest  in  her 
welfare,  of  which  they  had  regularly 
heard,  through  third  persons  ;  then, 
condoling  with  her  on  the  loss  of  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  it  proceeded  to  inform  her, 
the  writer  was  now  in  London,  where 
she  had  arrived  some  weeks  since,  in 
order  to  prepare  for  the  reception  of 
the  rest  of  the  party;  Mrs.  Howard's 
indifferent  health  having  obliged  the 
Colonel  to  bring  her  back  to  her  native 
air.  It  then  concluded  with  assuring 
Caroline,  that  they  would  arrive  in  a 
few  weeks ;  urging  her  to  remain  where 
she  was,  if  possible,  til  1  that  time  ;  and, 
at  all  events,  to  take  no  decided  step, 
till  she  had  consulted  her  father. 

This  important  intelligence  changed 
the  character  of  Caroline's  meditations; 
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she  longed,  yet  feared,  to  meet  again 
that  still  dear  Parent,  who  had  treated 
her  with  such  apparent  neglect ;  con- 
duct for  which  she  busied  herself 
in  imagining  excuses.  At  ail  events, 
thought  she,  he  will  now  inhabit  the 
sajge  country  with  myself,  and  he  can- 
not but  extend  his  countenance  and 
protection  to  his  own  child  ;  yet,  alas  ! 
others  now  share  that  endearing  title, 
children  who  have  a  living  mother  to 
support  their  claims.  How  will  that 
mother  receive  me  ? 

But  all  these  considerations  became 
secondary  objects,  when  the  time  arrived 
that  she  must  quit  the  cottage,  hallowed 
by  the  sufferings  and  death  of  her  be- 
loved friend,  when  she  must  tear  her- 
self away  from  all  that  remained  of  her. 

She  was  sorrowfully  preparing  for 
this  departure,  when  a  servant  informed 
her  that  his  Lordship  requested  per- 
mission to  speak  with  her  in  the  break- 
fast parlour.  Agitated  at  the  idea  of  a 
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meeting  so  sad,  she  could  hardly  sup- 
port herself  down  the  stairs ;  but  when 
she  entered  the  darkened  apartment, 
and  dimly  discerned  his  tall  figure 
slowly  pacing  the  floor,  the  remem- 
brance of  all  that  had  occurred  when 
they  last  met,  flashed  so  powerfully  on 
her  recollection,  that,  overcome  by 
emotion,  and  weakened  by  bodily  exer- 
tion, she  sunk  down  on  the  first  chair, 
unable  to  advance,  or  utter  a  word. 
Lord  Lyndhurst  interrupted  not  this 
natural  burst  of  grief,  perhaps  he  shared 
it.  After  some  minutes,  however,  he 
approached,  and  respectfully  taking  her 
hand,  said  in  a  low  but  tolerably  com- 
posed voice,  "  I  could  not,  dear  Miss 
Howard,  leave  this  house  without  mak- 
ing an  attempt,  however  inadequately, 
to  thank  you  for  all  you  have  been  to 
her,  we  mutually  deplore ;  and  to  assure 
you  that,  though  pecuniary  recompence 
would  be  an  insult  to  friendship  so 
pure,  so  disinterested,  yet,  that  in  Lynd- 
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hurst,  you  possess  a  friend  who,  never 
losing  sight  of  you,  will  watch  for 
opportunities  of  serving  you,  and  those 
you  love  ;  and  who,  as  the  only  mark 
he  requires  of  your  continued  regard, 
beseeches  you  for  her  sake  to  promise, 
that  if  an  acceptable  mode  of  doing 
this  should  not  occur  to  him,  you  will 
kindly  point  it  out."  Caroline  could 
only  bow  in  token  of  assent  and  gra- 
titude; then  making  a  violent  effort, 
she  rose,  and  placed  in  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst's  hands  the  key  of  the  wardrobe, 
where  his  lady's  trinkets  and  other 
valuables  were  deposited ;  but  he  waved 
it  from  him.  "  Do  with  them  what  you 
please/'  said  he,  "  they  are  yours  ;  and 
be  not  in  haste,  for  I  shall  retain  pos- 
session of  this  endeared  abode  perhaps 
for  ever,  and  shall,  I  trust,  return  to  it 
before  you  leave  this  neighbourhood. 
Farewell/'  continued  he,  "  may  you 
recover  your  health  and  spirits  at  the 
peaceful  Vicarage  !  And  may  you,  in 
N  2 
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this  world,  and  the  next,  be  as  happy 
as  you  deserve !"  Then  relinquishing 
the  hand  he  had  again  for  a  moment 
taken,  he  hastily  quitted  the  apartment, 
leaving  Caroline  gratified,  affected,  and 
overpowered. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  was  a  man  who  com- 
monly said  so  little,  that  his  words  had 
double  weight ;  but  no  dream,  or  idea, 
however  distant  or  indistinct,  of  sup- 
plying to  him  the  loss  he  had  sustained, 
visited  her  thoughts  ;  the  image  of  her 
lost  friend  connected  something  sacred 
with  his  remembrance,  and  she  would 
as  soon  have  married  her  own  father. 
However,  she  soon  felt  the  necessity  of 
rousing  herself,  and  slowly  rising,  she 
returned  to  her  own  room,  and  finish- 
ing her  preparations,  with  a  beating 
heart  visited,  for  the  last  time,  that 
which  contained  the  remains  of  her 
lamented  friend.  The  attendants  re- 
spectfully withdrew  at  her  approach, 
when,  throwing  herself  on  her  knees 
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beside  the  bed  of  death,  and  fixing  her 
eyes  on  the  inanimate  countenance 
before  her,  «  If,"  said  she,  insensibly 
addressing  it,  "  I  have  ever  been  to 
thee  of  use  or  comfort,  watch  over, 
intercede  for  me,  that  going,  as  I  am 
about  to  do,  again  into  the  world,  my 
trust  may  be  staid  on  that  Rock,  where 
thou,  I  humbly  hope,  art  safely  an- 
chored." Then  bestowing  one  last  kiss 
on  the  pallid  features,  whose  coldness 
struck  a  thrill  of  horror  through  her 
frame,  she  hastily  retreated,  in  order 
that  she  might  have  time  to  recover  her 
composure,  before  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Fortescue,  who  had  promised  to  fetch 
her  to  his  house.  He  was  punctual  to 
his  appointment,  and  Caroline,  waiting 
only  to  take  a  kind  farewell  of  the 
principal  servants,  to  whom  her  inva- 
riable civility  and  good  temper  had 
greatly  endeared  her,  followed  her  vene- 
rable companion  to  the  back  door  of 
the  mansion,  where  a  carriage  awaited 
N  3 
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them.  Caroline  started  back  at  the 
sight  of  it ;  it  was  that  which,  appro- 
priated to  the  particular  use  of  its  mis- 
tress, had  so  often  conveyed  them 
together  to  scenes  of  gaiety  and  amuse- 
ment. She  shrunk  from  entering  it ; 
but,  aware  her  trembling  limbs  would 
not  support  her  through  the  distance 
that  intervened  between  the  cottage 
and  the  vicarage,  she  strove  to  over- 
come this  weakness,  and  to  appear 
sensible  of  the  respectful  kindness  of  her 
new  friend.  "  Ah  !"  thought  she,  "  as 
one  prop  fails  us,  God  mercifully  raises 
up  another;  can  we  then  be  so  impious 
as  ever  to  despond  ?" 

A  maiden  sister  of  Mr.  Fortescue's, 
who  kept  his  house,  received  them  as 
they  alighted.  She  had  known  much 
sorrow  herself,  and  her  air  of  gentle- 
ness, resignation,  and  piety,  was  very 
grateful  to  Caroline  ;  who,  being  imme- 
diately, at  her  own  request,  conducted 
to  her  room,  was  left  alone,  to  pour 

'.'"'     ''""*      ":1 
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forth  her  thanks  and  praises  where  they 
were  due  ;  and  to  take  the  repose,  so 
needful  after  a  day  of  continued  agita- 
tion. The  little  parsonage-house  was 
situated  in  a  lovely  country,  and  was  in 
itself  the  abode  of  peace  and  order  ; 
few  situations  could  have  been  so  sooth- 
ing to  a  mourner ;  but  the  wounds  of 
the  heart  can  only  be  cured  by  time, 
and  though,  patient  and  resigned,  Ca- 
roline felt  forlorn  and  dejected.  She 
had  informed  Mrs.  Stapylton  of  her 
new  residence,  and  that  lady  soon  wrote 
again  to  say,  the  Howards  were  arrived, 
and  that  the  Colonel  intended  to  visit 
her  very  soon,  and  conduct  her  himself 
to  his  own  house.  This  important  news 
effectually  roused  her  from  her  melan- 
choly reveries,  and  faint  rays  of  plea- 
sure shot  across  her  heart,  till  the 
remembrance  of  Mrs.  Howard  and  her 
mother  returned  to  damp  this  feeling, 
and  she  resolved  that  when  she  saw  her 
father,  she  would  request  him  to  allow 
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her  to  live  apart  from  him.  "  They 
love  me  not/'  thought  she,  "  and  I 
could  not  bear  to  be  the  hourly  witness 
of  all  his  care  and  affection  for  them/' 
The  property  of  Lady  Lyndhurst  left 
at  the  cottage  now  occurred  to  Caro- 
line's recollection,  and  she  resolved  to 
make  an  effort  to  go  there,  and  make 
some  arrangement  of  it ;  not  that  she 
contemplated  for  a  moment  the  idea  of 
appropriating  it  to  herself,  for  she  was 
aware  that  Lady  Desmond  had  such  a 
craving  after  ornaments  and  finery, 
that  she  would  consider  herself  de- 
frauded of  her  right,  if  she  obtained 
not  possession  of  what  was  most  valua- 
ble; while  the  commoner  part  of  the 
wardrobe  was,  she  knew,  the  proper 
perquisite  of  Mrs.  Allen,  the  lady's 
maid,  who  had  behaved  with  much 
propriety  and  attention  during  her  mis- 
tress's long  illness.  It  was  no  act  of 
self-denial  in  Caroline  to  resign  any  of 
these,  for  she  could  not  have  endured 
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the  thought  of  wearing-  what  had  once 
adorned  her  friend  j  beside  that,  in  her 
present  situation  such  things  would 
have  been  unsuitable.  Lord  Lyndhurst, 
by  leaving  the  keys  in  her  hands,  had, 
however,  burdened  her  with  a  degree 
of  responsibility,  which  she  considered 
it  a  painful  duty  to  discharge,  and  ac- 
cordingly, one  fine  morning,  when  she 
felt  tolerably  well,  she  set  out  alone  for 
the  cottage.  The  sight  of  all  the  plea- 
sant apartments  reposing,  as  they  now 
did,  in  untenanted  order,  struck  a  chill 
to  her  heart :  there  was  the  couch  on 
which  the  dear  sufferer  was  accustomed 
to  repose ;  there  was  the  stool  on  which 
she  herself,  sitting  at  her  friend's  feet, 
had  read  aloud  to  her,  out  of  the 
best  of  books;  there  too  was  the  harp, 
over  which  she  would  occasionally  pass 
her  trembling  fingers  !  As  Caroline 
looked  at  this,  the  wind  admitted  on 
all  sides  to  air  the  rooms,  drew  from 
the  gilded  gayrlooking  instrument,  a 
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sound  resembling  moans ;  she  started  : 
but  ashamed  of  the  superstitious  feeling 
which  this  simple  incident  had  occa- 
sioned, turned  to  the  window,  from 
which  they  had  so  frequently  gazed 
together  on  the  fair  face  of  nature  ;  the 
laughing  hills  and  plains  remained  ; 
and  a  small  rose-bush,  whose  swelling 
buds  Lady  Lyndhurst  had  long  watched 
with  particular  anxiety,  had  now  burst 
into  summer  beauty ;  but  where  was 
she,  to  gladden  whose  eyes  it  had 
been  placed  there  ?  where  was  she, 
for  whom  the  various  contrivances, 
invented  for  the  solace  and  assistance 
of  the  sick  children  of  affluence,  had 
been  collected  ?  all  of  which  now  stood 
in  their  places,  sad  and  useless  memo- 
rials of  her  sufferings.  "  But  why," 
said  Caroline  to  herself,  "  do  I  nurse 
this  sickly  and  fanciful  regret  ?  An  in- 
spired voice  has  said,  and  commanded 
to  be  written,  f  Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord.'  When  the  child 
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grows  up  to  the  perfection  of  his  nature, 
do  we  grieve  that  the  playthings,  in 
which  he  once  delighted,  are  cast  aside  ? 
Why  then  do  the  rich  so  studiously  con- 
nect gloomy  pomp  and  funeral  dark- 
ness, with  the  idea  of  death  ?  If  I 
really  believed  that  my  departed  friend 
was  now  rejoicing  among  the  Saints 
in  light,  tuning  her  golden  harp,  in 
praise  of  her  Redeemer,  and  clad  in 
the  garments  of  salvation,  could  I  wish 
to  recall  her  to  a  world  of  sin  and  sor- 
row, conscious,  as  I  must  be,  that  my 
loss  was  her  gain  ?  and  if  I  doubted 
what  had  been  the  fruits  of  her  suffer- 
ings, her  penitence,  and  her  patience, 
had  I  not  need  to  be  trembling  for  my- 
self, instead  of  standing  here,  indulg- 
ing secret  repinings  against  the  dispen- 
sations of  Almighty  wisdom  ?  Away 
then  with  this  unworthy  reluctance  to 
enter  the  chamber  where  my  duty  calls 
me.  Death  is  in  itself  harmless,  sim- 
ply a  passport,  and,  in  her  case,  an 
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easy  one,  to  the  something  that  comes 
after  death, — a  gate  which  shuts  on  life, 
to  open  on  eternity." 

Armed  with  these  reflexions,  Caroline 
proceeded  more  cheerfully  to  the  depo- 
sitories of  that  finery,  in  which  its  owner 
had  once  so  much  delighted ;  and  has- 
tily selecting  from  the  trinkets  several 
favourite  and  trifling  articles  as  memo- 
rials for  herself,  and  carefully  sealing 
up  all  letters  and  papers,  she  sat  down 
to  address  a  respectful  note  to  his  Lord- 
ship, in  which,  after  thanking  him  for 
his  intended  kindness,  and  apologizing 
for  declining  it,  she  ventured  to  hint 
at  the  mode  of  distribution,  which 
appeared  to  her  more  suitable.  After 
doing  this  her  mind  felt  more  at  ease, 
and  casting  one  farewell  glance  over 
objects  so  endeared,  she  left  the  man- 
sion, and  returned  to  the  more  humble 
dwelling,  where  she  was,  as  usual, 
kindly  greeted. 

A  few  weeks  after  this,  Mrs.  Stapyl- 
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ton  wrote  to  say  the  Colonel  had  been 
prevented,  by  illness,  from  coming  into 
Berkshire ;  but  that  if  she  was  now 
equal  to  the  exertion,  he  would  send  a 
confidential  servant  to  escort  her  to 
London  and  meet  her  himself  at  the 
last  stage. 

Caroline,  who  felt  as  reluctant  as  her 
father  could  do  to  encounter  the  auk- 
wardness  of  their  first  meeting,  was 
thankful  for  this  reprieve ;  but  she  felt 
much  at  parting  with  the  venerable 
Vicar  and  his  sister,  who  had  not  only 
sheltered,  but  consoled  her  in  the  hour 
of  need.  Perceiving  that  their  circum- 
stances were  far  from  affluent,  she  en- 
deavoured in  stammering  accents  to 
speak  of  remuneration,  but  Mr.  For- 
tescue  immediately  checked  her,  while 
he  looked  almost  angry.  When  about  to 
leave  the  house,  after  fervently  bestow- 
ing on  the  fair  Orphan,  whose  peculiar 
situation  he  had  learned  from  herself, 
his  benediction,  he  in  few  'but  simple 
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words,  informed  her  that  while  he  lived 
his  house  should  be  always  open  to  her, 
both  for  her  own  sake  and  that  of  his 
worthy  patron.  He  then  put  into  her 
hands  a  sealed  packet,  which  Lord 
Lyndhurst  had  intrusted  to  his  care, 
and  desired  him  to  say,  was  her  due ; 
the  arrears  of  her  salary,  and  a  pro- 
vision for  mourning  and  travelling  ex- 
penses. Caroline  found  it  to  contain 
bank-notes  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  and,  uncertain  how  she 
might  be  supplied  for  the  future,  she 
thankfully  accepted  them,  not  starting 
at  the  amount,  because  she  felt  that  her 
exertions  had  been  great,  and  unre- 
mitting. 

Spring,  almost  fading  into  Summer, 
had  put  on  her  most  attractive  charm?, 
and  Caroline  was  too  young  a  traveller  not 
to  revive  under  their  influence.  Brought 
up  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  great  city 
she  had  not  naturally  possessed  much 
tase  for  the  beauties  of  nature ;  but 
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when  religion  shed  her  heavenly  light 
over  her  soul,  then  she  saw  the  finger  of 
God  in  all  his  works.  His  power,  his 
greatness,  and  his  goodness  manifested 
alike  in  the  smallest,  or  the  most  mag- 
nificent part  of  his  creation. — Now  as 
she  journeyed  along,  she  was  ready  to 
cry  out  with  holy  David,  «  Thou,  Lord, 
hast  visited  the  earth,  and  made  it  very 
plenteous.  Thou  preparest  the  corn. 
Thou  waterest  her  furrows.  Thou 
sendest  rain  into  her  vallies,  and  bles- 
sest  the  increase  of  them.  Thou  crown- 
est  the  year  with  thy  goodness.  The 
little  hills  rejoice  on  every  side,  for  on 
them  thy  clouds  drop  fatness.  Thou 
makest  the  folds  to  be  full  of  sheep, 
and  the  vallies  also  to  rejoice  and  sing. 
Let  the  people  praise  thee  then :  oh ! 
let  all  the  people  praise  thee." — "  Sure- 
ly," thought  Caroline,  "  no  unbeliever 
can  exist  at  this  joyous  season, — no 
one  endowed  with  reason  can  suppose 
that  while  God,  by  the  breath  of  his 
o2 
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mouth,  dissolves  the  snow,  calls  back 
his  fierce  north  winds,  unchaius  the 
current  of  the  floods,  and  wakes  from 
apparent  death  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
he  can  intend  man,  the  most  perfect  of 
his  creatures,  for  whose  pleasure  and 
benefit  all  the  rest  were  created,  to 
slumber  for  ever  in  the  grave :  neither 
can  we  wonder,  while  so  much  that 
passes  in  the  natural  world  is  incom- 
prehensible to  the  wisest  philosopher, 
that  we  cannot  at  present  understand 
the  manner  in  which  this  thing  will  be 
accomplished,  for  we  indeed  see  through 
a  glass  darkly,  our  limited  faculties 
being  no  more  capable  of  scanning  the 
scheme  of  God's  government  than  would 
those  of  a  fly,  settled  on  the  sails  of  one 
of  our  largest  ships,  be  capable  of  per- 
ceiving the  uses  for  which  its  various 
parts  were  intended,  or  the  laws  by 
which  its  internal  economy  was  regu- 
lated. Caroline  rejoiced  that  by  travel- 
ling alone,  she  was  enabled  to  pursue 
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these  useful  reflexions ;  as  they  pre- 
vented her  mind  from  dwelling  on  the 
approaching  meeting  with  her  father. 

No  sooner  did  she  draw  near  to  the 
inn  appointed,  than  the  sight  of  a 
handsome  carriage  with  his  family  arms 
met  her  view :  while  waiting  at  the  door, 
to  receive  her,  stood  his  well-known 
figure,  Incapable  of  speaking,  she 
rushed  into  his  arms,  unmindful  of  the 
bystanders;  but,  though  Colonel  How- 
ard was  affected  likewise,  he  forgot  not 
to  lead  his  daughter  into  a  small  sitting 
room,  where  they  found  Mrs.  Stapylton, 
who  had  accompanied  the  Colonel,  in 
order  that  their  re- union  might  prove 
less  embarrassing  to  both.  She  was 
much  surprised  at  the  alteration  in  Caro- 
line's person,  for  she  was  grown  taller, 
while  much  of  her  youthful  bloom  had 
faded,  under  the  influence  of  early  sor- 
row and  anxiety :  it^  however,  she  was 
less  striking,  she  was  even  more  in- 
teresting than  she  had  been  formerly ; 
o  3 
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softness  and  reflexion  having  given  a 
characteristic  expression  to  her  coun- 
tenance. 

Mrs.  Stapylton  was  voluble,  polite, 
and  agreeable  as  usual ;  entreating  the 
Colonel  to  hurry  their  departure,  on 
account  of  Georgiana's  impatience  to 
welcome  Miss  Howard  home  :  "  She 
desired  me,"  continued  this  well-bred 
lady,  "  to  express  to  you  her  disappoint- 
ment, at  not  being  able  to  accompany 
us,  on  account  of  her  cold." 

Colonel  Howard  looked  at  Caroline, 
to  observe  how  she  bore  this  remark, 
but  she  had  sufficiently  schooled  her 
feelings,  by  meditation  on  the  subject, 
and  only  replied  to  it  by  a  graceful 
bow ;  and  when  all  three  were  seated  in 
the  carriage,  as  if  by  mutual  consent, 
they  sank  into  silence  and  abstraction. 
Caroline  thought  her  father  looked  much 
older ;  while  lines  were  visible  on  his 
open  brow,  deeper  than  those  impressed 
by  time :  he  often  sighed  profoundly, 
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and  seemed  relieved  by  the  sudden  stop- 
ping of  the  carriage  at  his  house  in 
Wey mouth  Street.  After  handing  both 
the  ladies  out,  he  took  the  arm  of  his 
daughter  under  his  own,  and  stalking 
up  the  stairs,  led  her  into  an  elegant 
drawing  room,  where  they  found  Mrs. 
Howard  and  her  two  lovely  children ; 
she  rose  at  their  approach,  and  wel- 
comed her  trembling  guest  with  cool 
but  guarded  civility.  Colonel  Howard, 
then,  slightly  replying*  to  her  more 
gracious  notice  of  himself,  led  up  to 
Caroline  the  eldest  of  the  little  girls, 
for  whom  he  bespoke  her  kindness,  and 
Caroline,  anxious  to  conceal  the  emo- 
tion which  nearly  choked  her,  clasped 
the  unconscious  child  in  her  arms, 
hiding  her  tears  on  its  shoulder  :  at 
this,  the  youngest,  a  little  spoiled  baby, 
began  to  scream  to  be  noticed  too; 
while  the  languid  mamma,  exerting 
herself  so  far  as  to  ring  the  bell,  or- 
dered the  nurse  to  take  them  both  away. 
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Mrs.  Howard  was  dressed  with  much 
care  and  elegance,  but  her  early  mar- 
riage, and  the  rapid  encrease  of  her 
family,  had  materially  injured  the  deli- 
cate style  of  her  beauty ;  while  over 
what  remained  of  it,  there  hung  the 
shades  of  ill-health  and  ill-humour. 

Caroline  looked  about  her,  for  some 
traces  of  the  ruin  of  which  she  had 
heard,  but  she  saw  nothing  but  evi- 
dences of  the  liberality  and  good-taste 
on  which  her  father  had  always  prided 
himself:  allusions  were  however  drop- 
ped, on  the  closeness  with  which  they 
had  lived  when  abroad  :  and  Mrs.  Sta- 
pylton  remarked,  that  if  the  Colonel 
had  not  resorted  to  his  usual  way  of  life 
on  his  return  home,  people  would  have 
been  alarmed,  and  come  upon  him  for 
demands,  he  was  not  yet  quite  pre- 
pared to  meet ;  though  Mrs.  Howard 
being  now  of  age,  and  entitled  to  her 
fortune,  he  had  been  enabled  to  com- 
promise with  the  most  pressing.  She 
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herself  did  not  reside  with  her  daugh- 
ter, but  occupied  a  small  house  in  an 
adjoining  street;  and  Caroline,  who  felt 
her  presence  a  relief,  and  who  was  not 
insensible  to  the  charm  attending  her 
kind  and  pleasant  manners,  even  though 
she  doubted  their  sincerity,  rejoiced  to 
see  her  early  the  next  morning,  when 
she  called  to  enquire  how  Caroline  was 
after  her  journey,  and  after  some  ge- 
neral conversation  proposed,  that  as  she 
must  have  many  wants,  they  should  go 
out  shopping  together.  The  Colonel's 
coach  was  accordingly  ordered,  and 
taking  one  of  the  children  with  them, 
they  set  forth. 

Mrs.  Stapylton  now  began  to  make 
various  enquiries  concerning  the  man- 
ner in  which  Caroline  had  passed  her 
time  while  with  Lady  Lyndhurst,  and 
seemed  evidently  displeased  by  the 
coolness  of  her  replies  :  her  principal 
aim  was  however  to  discover,  what  his 
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lordship  Lad  done  for  her  on  his  lady's 
death  ;  and  when  Caroline,  whom  gra- 
titude now  made  eloquent,,  explained 
his  kindness,  Mrs.  Stapylton  seemed 
disappointed.  She  did  not  make  any 
remark,  however,  on  the  subject,  but 
said,  "  Well  now,  my  dear  Miss  How- 
ard, I  must  tell  you  what  we  have  all 
been  thinking  about  you :  the  Colonel 
cannot  bear  the  idea  of  your  going  out 
into  the  world  again,  nor  would  it  be 
pleasant  or  proper,  either  in  my  daugh- 
ter or  myself,  to  allow  it :  at  the  same 
time,  with  his  increasing  family,  ex- 
pense is,  of  course,  a  great  object,  and 
a  suitable  separate  establishment  for 
you  would  be  very  burdensome  to  the 
Colonel ;  so,  if  you  and  Georgiana  could 
agree  it  would  be  desirable,  on  every 
account,  that  you  should  continue  here, 
where  you  might  be  of  the  greatest  use 
and  comfort  to  us  all;  the  children 
will,  you  see,  soon  be  growing  up,  and 
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their  mothers' s  health  is  so  indifferent 
she  cannot  look  after  them  as  she  could 
wish,  so  that,  poor  things — " 

"  I  understand  you,  Madam,"  in- 
terupted  Caroline,  "  you  would  recom- 
mend my  undertaking  the  office  of 
governess  to  my  sistrrs,  rather  than  to 
strangers ;  and  I  have  no  objection  to 
this  arrangement,  provided  I  am  pro- 
perly countenanced  and  supported,  as 
my  father's  eldest  child  :  with  regard 
to  Mrs.  Howard,  depend  upon  it,  /shall 
not  forget  the  new  relation  in  which 
we  stand  to  each  other,  nor  can  I  sup- 
pose she  will  forget  the  consideration 
which  is  due  to  me." 

Mrs.  Stapylton  was  rather  embar- 
rassed by  the  quiet  dignity  of  Caroline's 
answer  :  she  soon,  however,  rallied 
her  spirits,  and  digressed  into  other 
subjects. 

When  they  returned,   Colonel  How- 
ard, who  was  just   going  out,   handed 
hem  from  the    carriage,   hoping  they 
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had  had  a  pleasant  ride  ;  he  looked 
tenderly  and  anxiously  in  Caroline's 
face,  and  when  she  smilingly  pressed 
his  hand,  he  considered  the  compact  to 
be  sealed,  and  was  satisfied.  Added 
years  had  not,  in  any  respect,  improved 
his  naturally  gay  and  thoughtless  cha- 
racter, and  if  by  any  chance  reflexion  on 
his  future  prospects  would  intrude,  he 
always  flew  to  agreeable  society  for 
relief,  persuading  himself  that  before 
iiis  present  resources  were  exhausted, 
some  rich  old  relative,  either  of  his, 
or  his  wife's,  would  die,  or  he  should 
get  a  prize  in  the  lottery,  or  something 
fortunate  would  occur.  Mrs.  Stapylton 
had  great  influence  over  him,  partly 
because  she  saved  him  the  trouble  of 
thinking, — partly  because  she  was  fer- 
tile in  expedients  for  extricating  him 
from  the  difficulties  he  brought  upon 
himself, — and  partly  because  her  pro- 
perty was  at  her  own  disposal.  On  her 
part,  though  a  worldly  woman,  she  was 
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not  deficient  in  affection,  either  for  her 
daughter,  or  a  son-in-law,  whose  cha- 
racter was  so  engaging;  but  though 
she  saw  their  habits  were  too  extra- 
vagant for  their  income,  yet  she  was 
herself  so  attached  to  show  and  appear- 
ance, that  she  would  have  made  any 
sacrifice,  rather  than  they  should  not 
live  in  a  "  certain  style."  To  her  own 
spoilt  child's  faults  she  was,  to  a  great 
degree,  unaccountably  blind ;  but  Caro- 
line soon  perceived  her  father  was  not 
happy  in  his  ill-regulated  home,  and 
that  he  took  every  opportunity  of  esca- 
ping from  it.  Mrs.  Howard  retained  all 
the  vanity  and  love  of  admiration  that 
had  distinguished  her  early  youth,  but 
she  had  lost  her  apparent  gentleness, 
and  was  become  peevish  and  irritable. 
She  really  loved  her  husband  next  to 
herself,  and  his  continual  absence  ren- 
dered her  jealous  and  unhappy,  while 
he  was  out  5— taunting  and  tiresome 
when  he  was  at  home.  As  to  the  chil- 
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dren,  she  considered  them  unnecessary 
intruders,  to  be  spoiled,  or  neglected, 
according  to  her  humour  :  their  being 
both  girls,  was  an  additional  grievance  j 
and  as  the  eldest  promised  to  inherit 
some  of  her  mamma's  ill-humour,  she 
was  so  little  liked  by  any  one,  that  Ca- 
roline found  she  might  begin  her  system 
of  instruction  and  reform  with  her 
whenever  she  pleased.  Compassionating 
their  situation,  she,  who  already  felt  for 
both  a  sister's  love,  was  sufficiently  in- 
clined to  act  towards  them  the  part  of 
a  mother  ;  particularly  as,  without  this 
resource,  she  would  have  been  rather  in 
want  of  employment,  as  she  always 
declined  her  father's  invitations  to 
accompany  his  lady  and  himself  to  par- 
ties. Her  deep  mourning,  and  the  recent 
loss  of  a  friend,  whose  memory  would 
so  peculiarly  recur  to  her  in  the  scenes 
which  theyhad  trodden  together,  afforded 
her  an  excellent  excuse ;  besides  which 
she  had  lost  all  inclination  for  them  at 
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present,  and  felt  persuaded  that,  if  her 
young  mamma  and  herself  once  clashed 
in  their  pursuits,  there  would  be  an  end 
of  their  harmony.  Seldom  seen  in  the 
little  circle  of  which  Mrs.  Howard 
formed  the  centre,  she  soon  indeed 
ceased  to  be  invited ;  particularly  as 
that  lady  took  every  opportunity  to  in- 
sinuate she  was  only  retained  in  the 
family  as  the  future  instructress  of  the 
children.  Some  few  pitied  the  seclu- 
sion of  so  elegant  a  girl,  but  none  exert- 
ed themselves  to  alleviate  it,  and  she 
was  soon  forgotten  by  all  but  her  father, 
who  frequently  remonstrated  with  her, 
and  sometimes  insisted  on  escorting  her 
and  Miss  Orme  to  the  theatres,  of  which 
they  were  both  fond.  The  society  of 
this  dear  friend  was  indeed  Caroline's 
best  joy  and  consolation ;  and  though 
Mrs.  Leslie,  unaccustomed  to  Gertrude 
going  out,  was  at  first  disposed  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  robbery  of  her  time,  yet 
Amanda,  who  loved  her  governess  with 
p  2 
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all  the  sincerity  and  warmth  of  her 
ardent  disposition,  although  with  par- 
donable concealment  she  never  spoke 
it,  begged  so  earnestly  that  dear  Miss 
Howard  might  be  invited  there,  and 
behaved  so  particularly  well  when 
Gertrude  was  with  her  friend, — Colonel 
Howard,  too,  was  so  polite  and  agree- 
able,— that  at  last  Mrs.  Leslie,  ashamed 
of  making  any  opposition  to  their  meet- 
ings, was  sometimes  the  first  to  propose 
them,  and  thus  were  many  pleasant 
evenings  passed  away,  till  the  advancing 
season  took  the  Leslies  to  their  country- 
house,  and  by  thinning  London  of 
fashionable  people,  obliged  the  Howards 
to  consider  what  they  should  do  with 
themselves.  After  much  discussion,  it 
was  settled  that  the  Colonel  and  his  lady, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Stapyltou,  should 
go  for  a  short  time  to  Brighton ;  but  as 
a  house  large  enough  to  contain  the 
children  and  servants  would  be  very 
expensive,  a  cheap  cottage  was  to  be 
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previously  looked  out  for  them  :  and  it 
was  presumed  that  Caroline,  being  so 
fond  of  retirement,  would  prefer  joining 
this  latter  party.  Colonel  Howard  how- 
ever insisted  on  giving  her  a  choice, 
and  was  not  surprised  that  her  election 
fell  on  the  country  division.  Privately 
consulting  her  taste,  he  therefore  hired 
by  the  year  a  neat  small  house,  in  a  vil- 
lage three  miles  from  Tunbridge  Wells, 
within  a  long  walk  of  Mr.  Leslie's  sum- 
mer abode,  in  a  dry  healthy  air,  sur- 
rounded by  a  rich  and  lovely  scenery  ; 
and  to  this  pleasant  'and  rural  retreat 
he  himself  conducted  his  three  daugh- 
ters and  two  maid-servants,  consti- 
tuting Caroline  uncontrolled  mistress  of 
the  little  establishment. 


p3 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

WHEN  Colonel  Howard  had  departed, 
Caroline  feared  she  should  be  dull 
in  this  retired  situation,  with  two  such 
young  companions ;  but  God  has  so 
inseparably  connected  pleasure  with 
all  our  useful  avocations,  that  she  soon 
found  the  fear  had  been  unfounded. 
Georgiana  and  Charlotte  were  already 
attached  to  her,  and  extremely  im- 
proved by  her  more  skilful  management, 
while  their  maid  had  found  her  own 
trouble  too  much  decreased  by  Caro- 
line's assistance,  to  offer  any  opposition 
to  her  plans.  She  enjoyed,  likewise, 
for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  the  plea- 
sure and  importance  attached  to  being 
her  own  mistress — a  great  gratification 
as  Jong  as  it  is  a  new  one, — and  wielded 
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undisturbed  the  rod  of  empire  at  once 
over  the  house,  the  garden,  and  the 
nursery.  Beside  these  sources  of  occu- 
pation and  amusement,  the  village 
contained  several  genteel  families,  who 
almost  immediately  called  on  her  ;  and 
she  had  the  comfort  of  finding  that  the 
little  church,  to  which  they  were  at- 
tached, was  served  by  a  pious  and 
excellent  young  man,  residing  in  the 
village  with  his  aunt.  As  Colonel  How- 
ard considered  his  daughter's  situation 
rather  unprotected,  he  requested  she 
would  not  enter  into  any  company  till 
the  rest  of  the  family  joined  her ; 
and  accordingly  Caroline,  on  this  plea, 
declined  all  invitations.  But  the  Squire's 
lady,  who  had  taken  a  great  fancy  to 
her,  often  called  for  her  in  her  rides : 
by  which  she  enjoyed  the  opportunity 
of  visiting  many  of  the  lovely  scenes 
around,  which  she  could  not  otherwise 
have  reached ;  as  well  as  of  calling  on 
Miss  Orme  more  frequently  than  could 
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otherwise  have  been  managed,  Mrs. 
Norton  and  Mrs.  Leslie  being  on  visit- 
ing terms.  With  the  poor  inhabitants 
of  the  surrounding  cottages  Caroline 
likewise  made  an  acquaintance,  and  at 
them  she  sometimes  encountered  Mr. 
Campbell  the  curate,  or  his  aunt :  she 
found  them  universally  beloved  and 
respected;  but  perceived  with  regret, 
that  they  rather  avoided  her  than  sought 
her  acquaintance. 

Summer  had  glided  away,  and  au- 
tumn was  somewhat  advanced,  before 
she  heard  any  thing  from  her  father 
concerning  their  leaving  Brighton  -,  he 
then  wrote  to  say  his  lady  had  pre- 
sented him  with  a  son,  and  that,  fearful 
of  exposing  this  little  treasure  to  the 
danger  of  travelling,  she  had  resolved 
to  remain  where  she  was  till  after 
Christmas.  For  the  first  time  Mrs. 
Howard  nursed  her  child  herself,  and 
as  she  had  been  very  eager  for  a  boy, 
he  threatened  to  rival  both  his  sisters 
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in  her  heart.  Taking  the  cottage  in 
their  way  home  was  now,  therefore,  out 
of  the  question ;  and  when,  early  in 
the  following  year,  the  Colonel  visited 
his  other  children,  it  was  to  propose 
their  remaining  where  they  were  till 
the  weather  became  more  favourable 
for  their  removal.  To  this  Caroline 
willingly  agreed,  unappalled  at  the 
prospect  of  passing  a  whole  winter  in  so 
retired  a  village.  The  society  in  Wey- 
mouth  Street  was,  indeed,  so  little  to 
her  taste,  that  she  cared  not  how  long 
she  escaped  it ;  while  her  present  com- 
panions ,  now  neither  spoiled  nor  sickly, 
were  become  extremely  amusing.  The 
house  itself  was  sheltered  and  weather- 
proof, and  though  the  few  genteel 
inhabitants  were  either  gone  or  going 
to  London,  and  Tunbridge  Wells  was 
deserted,  still  Caroline  would  not  be 
quite  without  society.  The  wife  of  the 
apothecary,  formerly  governess  in  a 
family  of  consequence,  was  a  genteel 
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and  agreeable  woman,  whose  children 
were  nice  companions  for  the  little 
Howards,  over  whose  health  her  hus- 
band, a  middle-aged  gentleman  of  great 
respectability,  was  requested  to  watch. 
Mrs.  Campbell  likewise,  whose  narrow 
circumstances  induced  her  rather  to 
shun  new  and  summer  friends,  when 
she  understood  Miss  Howard  was  likely 
to  continue  her  neighbour  part  of  the 
winter,  had  become  desirous  of  culti- 
vating her  acquaintance;  and  as  she 
was  visited  and  respected  by  all  the 
principal  persons  in  the  vicinity,  Caro- 
line felt  flattered  by  her  attention.  She 
now,  of  course,  became  personally 
accqiiainted  with  her  nephew,  with 
whom  she  had  only  hitherto  exchanged 
common  salutations.  The  simplicity 
and  earnestness  with  which  he  per- 
formed his  sacred  duties  in  the  church, 
and  the  exact  attention  paid  to  the 
humblest  of  his  parishioners  out  of  it, 
had  always  excited  her  esteem  and  ad- 
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miration ;  but  his  manners  in  general 
society,  though  calm  and  even  dignified, 
were  marked  by  reserve,  and  shaded 
with  melancholy,  unusual  at  his  age. 
To  Caroline,  whose  acquaintances  among 
young  men  had  been  generally  cox- 
combs, this  sort  of  character  was  not 
only  new  and  estimable,  but  also  inte- 
resting ;  and  she  often  felt  regret  that 
such  talents  for  being. useful,  as  a  con- 
scientious and  enlightened  minister  of 
the  church  of  God,  should  be  confined 
to  the  small  sphere  of  an  obscure  coun- 
try village.  These  being  her  opinions, 
she  requested  her  father  to  call  with 
her  at  their  humble  dwelling  after 
church,  when,  with  his  usual  considera- 
tion and  urbanity,  Colonel  Howard 
thanked  Mrs.  Campbell  for  the  counte- 
nance she  had  afforded  his  young  house- 
keeper, and  requested  she  would  con- 
tinue it,  till  he  returned  to  escort  her 
home  ;  "  for,"  continued  he,  glancing 
at  Caroline  with  a  parent's  natural 
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pride,    «  we   must  not  permit   her  to 
seclude  herself  entirely,  even  here." 

As  they  walked  together  home, 
"  Upon  my  word,"  observed  the  Colo- 
nel, "  it  is  a  pity  such  a  young  man  as 
that  should  be  a  curate,  on  a  paltry 
salary  of,  I  suppose,  sixty  pounds  a 
year ;  his  father  had  better  have  made 
him  a  carpenter,  but  every  body  now 
must  be  a  gentleman." 

"  I  believe,"  answered  Caroline, 
shocked  at  the  idea  of  such  a  profana- 
tion, "  at  least  I  think,  Mr.  Campbell  is 
very  comfortable  as  he  is,  with  his  good 
aunt." 

«*Aye,  but,"  added  the  Colonel,  "  he 
can  never  marry,  for  no  woman  in  her 
senses  would  think  of  such  a  poor  crea- 
ture. By  the  bye,"  continued  he,  "  I 
forgot  to  tell  you  I  have  had  a  visit  from 
a  great  friend  of  yours,  who  was  quite 
disappointed  he  could  not  see  you." 

"  Indeed  !"  said  Caroline,  "  who 
could  that  be  ?  Few,  I  believe,  aspire 
to  the  title." 
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«  Lord  Lyndhurst,"  said  the  Colo- 
nel, "  really  a  very  pleasant  fellow, 
and  one  who  gained  so  much  of  my 
heart  by  his  manner  of  speaking  of  you, 
that  I  insisted  on  his  staying  to  dinner." 

«  How  did  he  look?"  asked  Caroline, 
with  a  sigh. 

"  O  !  just  as  a  man  should  look," 
answered  her  father,  "  who,  in  putting 
off  his  first  mourning,  is  beginning  to 
contemplate  at  a  distance,  the  possi- 
bility of  being  consoled  some  time  or 
other." 

"  Is  he  in  town  ?"  said  she,  gravely, 
displeased  at  this  light  mode  of  alluding 
to  what  had  left  so  deep  an  impression 
on  her  feelings. 

«  No,"  replied  the  Colonel,  «  he 
seems  engrossed  by  repairs  and  altera- 
tions at  some  neglected  seat  of  his  in 
the  country,  and  even  talks  of  letting 
his  house  in  London." 

This  was  good  news  to  Caroline.  "  I 
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wish  I  had  seen  hi  in,"  said  she  with 
animation. 

"  Well !"  observed  her  father,  "  I  do 
not  advise  you  to  despair,  for  the  desire 
seems  mutual;  he  made  very  minute 
enquiries  concerning  you,  and  charged 
me  to  remind  you  of  some  parting 
agreement  ;  may  I,  my  fair  daughter, 
inquire  what  that  was  ?" 

"  I  suppose,"  answered  Caroline,  after 
a  pause,  "  he  alluded  to  a  promise  he 
then  made,  to  watch  for  an  opportunity 
of  serving  me,  or  those  I  loved.*' 

"  Indeed  !"  said  the  Colonel,  «<  J 
advise  you  not  to  wave  your  charter,  for 
I  assure  you  Lord  Lyndhurst  has  con- 
siderable patronage,  having  several 
good  livings  in  his  own  gift,  and  pos- 
sessing, through  his  uncle,  Lord , 

powerful  influence  in  the  navy  ;  so," 
continued  he,  "  my  pretty  Caroline,  if 
you  have  not  occasion  to  call  on  him 
before,  we  will  bring  up  our  little 
Arthur  for  a  parson  or  a  sailor,  as  I 
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fear,"  he  added  with  a  sigh,  "  his  pa- 
ternal heritage  will  not  be  great." 

This  last  remark  brought  them  to 
their  own  door,  where  the  Colonel's 
horses  waited  for  him.  He  took  leave 
with  great  reluctance  of  them  all,  and 
when  his  engaging  children  clung  to 
him,  begging  their  dear  papa  riot  to  go 
away,  he  turned  to  Caroline,  and  bles- 
sing her  for  her  care  of  them,  departed, 
unwillingly  at  the  time,  for  London, 
his  wife,  his  public  dinners,  and,  alas  ! 
his  club. 

From  this  period  many  of  Caroline's 
evenings  were  passed  in  company  with 
the  Campbells  :  she  had  her  piano-forte, 
and  Mr.  Campbell  played  well  enough 
on  the  flute  to  accompany  her.  Aunt 
Maria  was  extremely  fond  of  music, 
but  enjoyed  few  opportunities  at  this 
season  of  the  year  of  listening  to  it; 
while  little  Georgian  a,  who  already 
sang  prettily,  and  had  an  excellent  ear, 
would  dance  for  joy  when  she  saw  them 
Q  2 
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about  to  perform.  Mrs.  Wbitemore, 
with  her  husband,  if  he  were  at  leisure, 
or  one  or  two  of  the  elder  children, 
gave  variety  to  these  sociable  meetings, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  and  of 
her  healthy  morning  walks,  Caroline 
saw  winter  depart  with  regret,  and 
looked  forward  with  absolute  dread  to 
her  removal.  It  was,  however,  she 
knew,  proper  and  necessary,  and  there- 
fore, when  the  summons  came,,  she 
immediately  obeyed  it.  Mrs.  Howard, 
though  she  was  evidently  surprised  at 
the  growth  and  improvement  of  her 
little  girls,  would  not  acknowledge  it, 
lest  she  should  gratify  her  daughter-in- 
law.  All  the  affection  she  could  spare 
from  herself  and  her  husband  was 
lavished  on  her  boy,  who  was  indeed 
a  beautiful  creature,  and  when  he, 
seated  on  his  nurse's  lap,  occupied  the 
back  seat  of  the  barouche,  during  his 
mamma's  airings  in  the  park,  the  admi- 
ration they  both  excited  was  sufficient 
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to  gratify  even  her  vanity.  Caroline 
interfered  not  with  her  arrangements, 
by  which  means,  and  through  the  assis- 
tance of  Mrs,  Stapylton's  universal  at- 
tention and  civility,  things  went  on 
pretty  smoothly.  As  to  the  Colonel,  he 
was  always  the  promoter  of  every  one's 
comfort  and  amusement,  when  at  home, 
notwithstanding  the  ungracious  return 
his  kindness  sometimes  met  with  from 
his  lady,  who  frequently  declared  her- 
self a  most  unhappy,  ill-used  woman. 

About  this  time  Louisa  Orme,  who 
had  gone  to  live  with  her  uncle  in  Ger- 
trude's place,  married ;  and  their  aunt 
wTote  to  request  her  eldest  niece  to 
return  to  them  :  but  Gertrude  thought 
that  if  she  left  her  pupil  just  now,  all 
that  she  had  been  so  long  labouring  to 
accomplish,  might  perhaps  be  undone 
by  her  successor.  She  therefore  resolved 
to  remain  where  she  was  another  year, 
particularly  as  Mrs.  Leslie,  in  consi- 
deration of  her  never  asking  to  have 
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her  salary  raised,  had  latterly  treated 
her  with  much  more  consideration ; 
and  now,  that  this  good  lady  under- 
stood that  Miss  Orme  was  no  longer 
obliged  to  be  a  governess,  but  remained 
with  her  entirely  out  of  regard  to  her 
daughter,  her  value  increased  surpris- 
ingly, and  she  became  quite  fond  of 
dear  Miss  Orme,  and  for  her  sake,  par- 
tial likewise  to  Miss  Howard,  who  she 
continually  inquired  after,  and  invited 
to  tea  :  indeed,  she  privately  assured 
Gertrude,  that  if  she  could  give  Amanda 
her  friend's  air  and  manner,  she  should 
be  quite  satisfied.  And  what  was  ra- 
ther singular,  the  same  idea  occurred 
to  Miss  Leslie  herself;  for  one  even- 
ing, after  Caroline  was  gone,  Amanda, 
addressing  Gertrude,  said  :  "  Now, 
my  dear  Miss  Orme,  you  are  often  an  - 
gry  with  me  for  laughing  at  my  mam- 
ma's friends,  and  say,  I  am  so  diffi- 
cult, no  one  pleases  me;  but  I  have 
been  thinking  Miss  Howard  exactly 
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what  I  should  wish  to  be,  when  I  grow 
up." 

"  Your  opinion  of  ray  dear  Caroline," 
answered  Gertrude,  "although  rather 
nattering,  is  not  incorrect  j  though  you, 
of  course,  can  only  judge  from  her  man- 
ners :  which  may  convince  you  of  what 
I  so  often  repeat  of  their  importance." 

"  I  wish,"  said  Amanda,  "  you  would 
just  tell  me  how  I  can  acquire  hers, — 
so  easy — so  animated — so  kind  !" 

"Besides,"  answered  Gertrude,"  the 
advantage  of  mixing  in  good  society, 
which  you  will  equally  enjoy,  Miss 
Howard's  manners  are  easy,  because 
unaffectedly  humble ;  she  is  not  think- 
ing of  herself  while  talking  to  you. 
They  are  animated,  because  her  cheer- 
ful, contented  mind,  causes  her  to  view 
all  things  on  their  brightest  side ;  they 
are  kind,  because  her  feeling  heart  is 
the  seat  of  benevolence.  Without  this 
real  and  solid  foundation,  what  is  called 
politeness  is  only  an  artificial  varnish, 
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quite  as  hard  to  acquire,  and  not  half 
so  delightful  when  gained ;  since  it 
wants  life,  and  warmth,  and  sincerity." 

"  You  have  at  least,"  said  Amanda, 
gravely,  "pointed  out  the  difficulty  of 
attaining  them." 

a  Yet,"  continued  Miss  Orme,  "when 
I  first  became  acquainted  with  Miss 
Howard,  she  was  a  great  spoilt  child, 
while  you  were  only  a  little  one,  and  I 
leave  you  to  judge,  whether  bad  habits, 
long  indulged,  are  not  more  uncon- 
conquerable .  than  when  only  recently 
submitted  to." 

. "  O  yes  !"  answered  Amanda,  "  I 
know  that  by  my  music,  and  every 
thing." 

"  Yet,"  said  Gertrude,  "  your  master 
would  not  consider  it  any  excuse,  if, 
when  playing  a  wrong  note,  you  were 
to  tell  him  you  had  always  done  so,  and 
could  not  now  avoid  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  would  say,  'practise  over  and  over 
again,  slowly  at  first,  till  you  can  cor- 
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rect  this  error/  and  you  would  be 
guided  by  this  advice,  and  succeed  at 
last :  in  the  same  manner,  with  divine 
assistance,  bad  habits  of  more  conse- 
quence may  be  conquered,  though  the 
difficulty  that  attends  doing  this  should 
make  us  very  careful  how  we  fall  into 
them." 

The  season  was  now  advanced,  and 
they  had  not  seen  any  thing  of  Lord 
Lyndhurst.  Mrs.  Howard,  who  was 
pleased  with  the  acquaintance,  had  re- 
peatedly declared,  that  no  doubt  he  had 
forgotten  them  all,  and  was  about  to  be 
married  again,  when  one  morning,  un- 
expectedly, he  was  announced.  Both 
Caroline  and  himself  were  affected  at 
this  their  first  meeting,  but  the  presence 
of  Mrs.  Stapylton  and  her  daughter 
soon  restored  their  composure.  His 
Lordship  was  kind  and  particular  in 
his  inquiries  concerning  her  health  and 
way  of  life,  and  upon  hearing  she  was 
not  long  returned  from ,  he  asked 
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whether  his   friend  Dr.  Middleton  was 
well,  and  still  its  rector  ? 

"  I  believe  he  is,"  answered  Caroline, 
"  but  he  is  never  there,  except  during 
the  stated  weeks  in  which  he  is  obliged 
to  reside  on  his  living." 

"  He  keeps  a  curate  then  ?"  observed 
Lord  Lyndhurst,  (C  pray  what  kind  of  a 
substitute  is  he  ?" 

"  O  !  excellent,  delightful !"  answer- 
ed Caroline,  blushing  deeply,  as  &he 
observed  his  Lordship's  eyes  fixed  upon 
her  :  then  suddenly  recollecting  his 
power  of  patronage,  she  forced  herself 
to  add,  "  so  good  that  every  body  re- 
grets he  is  not  better  provided  for." 

"I  hope  then,"  said  his  Lordship, 
"  I  shall  some  day  have  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  him,  for  I  frequently  have  oc- 
casion to  pass  near  Tunbridge  Wells, 
and  shall  certainly  pay  my  old  friend  a 
visit,  now  that  I  find  he  has  such  agreea- 
ble neighbours." 
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"  I  suspect  indeed/'  said  Colonel 
Howard,  who  had  joined  them,  "  that 
there  is  something  very  attractive  some- 
where, for  I  could  hardly  get  my  little 
notable  Caroline  away,  and  now  she  is 
in  London,  she  will  not  be  persuaded  to 
go  any  where  to  show  herself;  I  shall 
never  get  her  off  my  hands." 

Mrs.  Howard,  who  considered  she 
had  been  too  long  disregarded,  sup- 
pressing the  ill-natured  observation  that 
hovered  on  her  lips,  here  interfered  to 
change  the  subject,  and  my  Lord,  de- 
clining, on  the  plea  of  business,  her 
pressing  invitations,  soon  after  depart- 
ed :  but  Caroline  now  found  he  was  in 
the  constant  habit  of  sending  the  family 
little  country  presents  ;  a  delicate  atten- 
tion to  herself  which  flattered  her  ex- 
tremely. 

The  whole  party  removed  together  to 
the  cottage,  for  though  it  was  really  too 
small  to  accommodate  them  with  any 
comfort,  Mrs.  Howard  was  resolved 
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that  Caroline  should  no  longer  have  her 
own  way,  even  there.  As  she  really 
hated  retirement,  and  there  was  no 
space  for  the  separate  apartments  which 
they  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  she  seemed 
resolved  to  find  herself  occupation  and 
amusement  in  tormenting  all  around 
her.  Having  now  a  carriage  at  their 
command,  the  Colonel  proposed  their 
visiting  the  various  show-places,  with 
which  that  neighbourhood  abounds ; 
but  Mrs.  Howard  deriving  no  gratifica- 
tion from  these  rural  excursions  her- 
self, resolved  that  no  one  else  should. 
She  likewise  suddenly  affected  great 
love  for  her  daughters,  removing  them 
from  Caroline's  care,  and  discharging 
their  maid,  for  paying  more  attention 
to  her  orders  than  her  mistress's ;  and 
when  Caroline,  in  hopes  of  escaping 
some  of  this  domestic  misery,  took  shel- 
ter with  Mrs.  Campbell,  Mrs.  Howard, 
who  was  mortified  that  she  could  not  at- 
tract, at  her  pleasure,  the  only  genteel 
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man  the  village  afforded,  openly  ac- 
cused her  of  running  after  one  who 
evidently  shunned  her;  and  as  Mr. 
Campbell,  though  at  first  he  had  ap- 
peared delighted  at  her  return,  cer- 
tainly now  refused  their  invitations,  and 
replied  to  her  greetings  with  cold  re- 
spect, she  was  stung  at  the  remark, 
and  thereby  deprived  of  almost  her 
only  solace. 

"  Ah/'  said  she,  to  herself,  «  Ger- 
trude was  right  when  she  said  the 
slights  of  Lady  Lyndhurst's  frivolous 
acquaintances  were  easy  to  endure,  com- 
pared with  the  overbearing  influence 
of  ill-temper,  and  the  constant  dis- 
turbances of  an  angry  and  contentious 
spirit.  May  God,  who  alone  possesses 
the  power,  grant  me  patience  to  sup- 
port it,  for  the  sake  of  my  dear  father.' ' 

The  Colonel,  aware  of  but  a  small 
part  of  what  his  daughter  suffered,  was 
yet  extremely  anxious  to  afford  her  re- 
dress ;  and  as  he  knew  that  open  inter- 
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ference  would  only  increase  the  evil,  he 
availed  himself  of  his  lady's  incessant 
complaints  against  his  absence  and  the 
dulness  of  the  situation,  to  persuade 
her  to  remove  with  him  to  Tunbridge 
Wells ;  where  he  indeed  passed  the 
greatest  portion  of  his  time.  But  Mrs. 
Howard,  seeming  to  delight  in  opposi- 
tion, refused  to  move,  declaring  she 
would  die  where  she  was ;  and  as  she 
was  really  too  unwell  for  any  one  to  be 
so  barbarous  as  to  contradict  her  openly, 
all  were  obliged  to  submit  to  her  tyran- 
ny for  the  present ;  though  poor  Caro- 
line, over  whom  it  was  principally  ex- 
erted, was  frequently  obliged  to  leave 
the  room  to  weep  and  pray  alone  ;  and 
she  was  nearly  worn  out,  and  about  to 
request  her  father's  permission  to  go  to 
the  house  in  town,  when  Mrs.  Howard 
suddenly  announced  her  intention  of 
returning  thither  herself.  Caroline 
thought  herself  justified  in  refusing  to 
accompany  her  :  upon  which  Mrs.  How- 
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ard  said  she  was  at  liberty  to  do  as 
she  pleased,  but  that  she  should  take 
with  her  the  servants  and  children, 
leaving  only  a  person  to  take  care  of 
the  house.  But  here  the  Colonel  inter- 
fered, declaring  it  was  his  pleasure  that 
his  daughter  should  not  be  left  without 
attendance  and  a  companion ;  and 
therefore  two  maids  and  Georgiana,  at 
least,  were  to  remain  with  her  ;  and  to 
this  Mrs.  Howard,  bewailing  her  hard 
fate  in  not  being  able  to  do  as  she  liked 
with  her  own  child,  was  obliged  to 
submit. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

WHEN  the  remainder  of  the  party 
were  gone,  Caroline  endeavoured  to 
collect  her  thoughts,  and  recover  her 
health  and  spirits,  both  of  which  were 
affected  by  a  species  of  hourly  suffering 
and  petty  persecution,  of  the  horrors  of 
which  she  had  not  previously  formed  an 
idea  ;  but  her  reflexions  when  alone, 
far  from  being  soothing,  were  extremely 
sad.  "  I  have  brought  dissention,"  said 
she,  "  into  my  father's  house,  and  from 
it  I  must,  with  his  permission,  remove 
myself  in  the  Spring ;  when  I  will  re- 
quest him  either  to  place.' me  as  a 
boarder  in  some  decent  family,  or  to 
allow  me  to  go  out  again  to  earn  my 
living,  either  of  which  would  be  pre- 
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ferable  to  the  misery  I  have  lately  en- 
dured. How  unkind,  too,  of  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst,  not  to  come  to as  he  pro- 
mised ! — and  of  Mr.  Campbell,  to  shun 
me,  as  he  has  evidently  done  !  Ger- 
trude, dear  Gertrude,  is  I  fear  my  only 
constant  friend,  and  to  her  I  will,  as 
the  first-fruits  of  my  recovered  liberty, 
betake  myself/'  Miss  Orme  was  indeed 
rejoiced  to  see  her,  having  suffered 
much  anxiety  on  her  account.  She  was 
grieved  to  observe  how  ill  she  looked  3 
and  even  Mrs.  Leslie  was  unusually 
kind  :  for  she  had  heard  from  Gertrude 
what  was  the  cause  that  prevented  their 
seeing  Caroline,  and  always  entered 
with  peculiar  sympathy  into  sufferings 
caused  by  a  mother-in-law,  having 
imbibed  the  too  common  and  general 
prejudice  against  them.  «  O  Heaven!" 
thought  she,  «  defend  my  Amanda  from 
this  dreadful  fate  !"  Caroline,  when 
alone  with  Gertrude,  entered  at  full 
length  into  ttye  history  of  all  that  had 
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occurred  to  her,  concluding  with  severe 
remarks  on  the  conduct  of  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst  and  the  Campbells.  Miss  Orme 
sincerely  sympathized  with  her  through- 
out $  yet  she  reminded  her  of  some 
palliating  circumstances. 

"  Mrs.  Howard,"  said  she,  "  will  re- 
pent her  violence,  and  depend  upon  it 
you  will  soon  receive  from  her  over- 
tures of  peace  :  for  Mrs.  Stapylton,  you 
know,  considers  family  differences  dis- 
creditable in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  As 
to  Lord  Lyndhurst,  illness,  or  fifty  other 
things,  may  have  prevented  his  coming 
into  Kent ;  and  for  Mrs.  Campbell's  sta- 
bility 1  could  vouch  as  firmly  as  for  my 
own,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  she 
and  Edward  had  what  they  thought 
good  reasons  for  their  recent  conduct." 

"  What  good  reason,"  asked  Caro- 
line, "  could  they  have  for  neglecting 
me,  exactly  when  I  most  needed  their 
kindness  ?" 

"Why,"   resumed  Gertrude,    "you 
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must  be  aware  that  Mrs.  Howard  always 
looked  very  coldly  on  Mrs.  Campbell 
when  she  visited  you ;  and  though  she 
certainly  at  first  rather  courted  Edward, 
yet  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  Colo- 
nel did  not  second  her  invitations ;  so, 
without  any  improper  pride,  they  had 
sufficient  cause  for  not  coming  to  see 
-you ;  and  when  you  called  on  them,  I 
am  sure  you  always  found  the  good 
aunt  at  least  rejoiced  to  see  you." 

"  Yes,"  said  Caroline,  "  but  then 
Edward  avoided  me  so  evidently,  that 
I  was  unwilling  to  incur  the  reproach 
of  seeming  to  run  after  him.  I  declare 
if  I  only  met  him  by  chance  in  the 
village,  he  touched  his  hat  so  coldly  and 
proudly,  that  I  scarcely  knew  him." 

"  I  have  known  Mr.  Campbell  longer 
than  you  have,"  observed  Gertrude, 
"  and  am  certain  that  he  always  acts 
with  honour  and  propriety  on  all  occa- 
sions. He  is  painfully  aware  of  his  own 
humble  situation,  and  seeing  you  sur- 
rounded with  affluence,  would  not  ap- 
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pear  to  thrust  himself  on  the  notice  of 
your  family." 

"  Unkind  and  proud  punctilio  !"  said 
Caroline ;  "  our  consequence  is,  I  be- 
lieve, entirely  hollow,  and  my  pros- 
pects in  no  way  better  than  his  own ; 
why  then  should  we  not  be  friends  to 
each  other  ?  At  all  events ;  my  grandeur 
is  now  departed,  so  I  will  condescend 
to  call  at  the  cottage  on  my  way  home." 

Caroline  could  scarcely  have  ex- 
plained to  herself  why  her  spirits  felt 
so  relieved. 

"  You  are  always,  my  beloved  Ger- 
trude," said  she,  "  my  cordial  and  con- 
solation, and  have  made  me  quite  a 
different  creature  to  what  I  was  when  1 
came  to  you." 

"  Lean  not  too  much  on  human  aid," 
answered  Gertrude  tenderly  ;  "  it  is 
slippery,  even  when  not  unsafe." 

"  Surely,"  said  Caroline,  "  God,  who 
inspires  earthly  friendhip,  forbids  us 
not  to  estimate  it  as  it  deserves  ?" 
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"  Certainly  not,"  replied  Miss  Orme, 
"  provided  it  be  subordinately." 

Caroline  called,  as  she  had  proposed, 
on  Mrs.  Campbell,  to  request  the  good 
lady  to  take  pity  on  her  solitude,  and 
drink  tea  with  her,  which  was  readily 
promised ;  but  when  she  arrived  Caro- 
line looked  in  vain  for  her  nephew. 

"  Where  is  Mr.  Edward  ?"  said  she  : 
"  I  hope  he  did  not  expect  a  separate 
invitation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitmore 
have  both  promised  to  meet  you." 

«  O,  no,"  replied  his  aunt :  «  but  he 
desired  me  to  say,  with  his  respects, 
that  he  was  unfortunately  engaged." 

"  He  is  grown  very  formal  of  late," 
observed  Caroline,  "  I  think  I  imist 
have  offended  him." 

"  Edward  has  not  been  well,"  said 
Mrs.  C. ;  «  and  he  thinks  it  not  wise  to 
court  danger." 

Caroline  was  silent,  and  an  excuse 
being  soon  after  received  from  the 
Whitmores,  the  evening  threatened  to- 
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be  very  long,  when,  partly  to  beguile 
its  length,  and  partly  to  relieve  her  own 
mind,  she  almost  insensibly  went  on  to 
communicate  to  the  good  lady  more  of 
her  history  than  she  had  ever  ventured 
on  before. — indeed,  all  that  had  occur- 
red to  her.  Mrs.  Campbell  was  much 
affected  by  the  simple  recital,  and  em- 
bracing her  at  its  conclusion,  "  My  dear 
child/'  said  she,  "  I  have  no  power  to 
offer  you  any  advice  or  consolation  but 
this,  that  you  be  patient,  and  put  your 
trust  in  Heaven.  During  a  long,  and 
not  very  prosperous  life,  I  have  never 
known  these  aids  to  fail  in  mitigating, 
if  not  removing  evil.  I  have  often  oc- 
casion to  preach  this  doctrine  to  my 
boy  at  home,  whose  fate  has  been  even 
more  unfortunate  than  your  own.  Born 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  sor- 
row, he  was  early  left  an  orphan ;  but, 
adopted  by  a  rich  maternal  uncle,  his 
education  for  the  church  had  been  just 
completed  at  college,  when  the  old 
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gentleman  dying  suddenly  without  a 
will,  he  was  left  destitute,  and  obliged 
to  seek  the  shelter  of  my  humble  roof, 
then,  as  ever  open  to  him.  His  excel- 
lent character,  indeed,  soon  procured 
him  this  curacy,  which  he  has  possessed 
three  years :  but  the  provision  is  not 
only  slender,  but  uncertain ;  and,  al- 
though the  diligence  with  which  he  dis- 
charges his  sacred  duties  leaves  little 
time  for  idle  and  sinful  regrets,  yet  so  sad 
a  change  in  prospects,  once  so  fair,  must 
be  felt  occasionally,  more  especially 
when  recalled  to  his  recollection  by 
particular  circumstances/' 

"  Ah  !"  thought  Caroline,  whose  sym- 
pathy was  powerfully  excited,  "  no 
wonder  he  is  melancholy,  reserved,  and 
fearful  of  appearing  an  intruder  !  If  I 
ever  see  Lord  Lyndhurst  again,  I  will 
relate  his  history,  and  plead  his  cause. 
He  will  find  a  patron  yet,"  said  she, 
with  earnestness ;  "  depend  on  it,  such 
merit  will  not  go  unrewarded,  even 
here." 
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Mrs.  Campbell's  eyes  filled  with  tears, 
as  their  expression  thanked  Caroline 
for  the  cheering-  prophecy ;  "  you  will 
both,  1  trust/'  she  replied,  «  be  as 
happy  as  you  deserve  hereafter,  if  not 
here ;"  and  with  the  most  affectionate 
adieu  they  separated. 

From  this  time  much  of  the  former 
intimacy  was  renewed ;  indeed  it  was 
not  in  human  nature  for  a  young  man 
to  resist  the  kind  attentions  of  such  a 
girl  as  Caroline  Howard.  Edward 
Campbell  had,  indeed,  long  been  but 
too  sensible  of  them  !  She  attacked  his 
heart,  not  only  through  her  beauty,  her 
accomplishments,  and  her  agreeable 
manners,  but  in  two  points  where  he 
was  peculiarly  vulnerable — by  her  atten- 
tion to  his  beloved  aunt,  and  by  her  con- 
stant attendance  on  his  ministry.  Scarce- 
ly any  weather  prevented  her  from  occu- 
pying her  seat  at  church;  and  there 
her  evident  piety,  and  unvarying  deco- 
rum, were  edifying  toothers,  as  well  as 
profitable  to  herself. 
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"  Ho\v  could  i  ever  dislike  Sunday  !". 
she  would  sometimes  say  ?  «  or  how 
could  I  fancy  that  other,  and  simpler 
forms  of  worship  were  preferable  to 
those  consecrated  by  time  and  antiquity, 
in  our  venerable  Church  ?  Successive 
generations  have  here  assembled  ;  pious 
hearts,  now  removed  to  the  heaven  they 
aspired  after,  have  here  offered  up  their 
devotions  !  We  are  surrounded  by  their 
mortal  remains,  undistinguished  pro- 
bably from  their  parent  dust.  May  their 
blessed  spirits,  If  permitted  to  watch 
occasionally  over  the  spot  on  earth 
they  best  loved,  send  down  on  us  their 
holy  influence !  for  we  too  shall  soon 
be  gathered  to  our  fathers  !  Another 
warning  voice  will  sound  to  other  ears  !• 
May  wre  he  enabled,  in  this  our  gene- 
ration, to  chuse  the  things  that  make 
for  our  eternal  peace  !  to  become  doers 
of  God's  word,  and  not  hearers  only." 

Caroline  was  likewise  of  great  assis- 
tance in  the  Sunday  schools,  to  which 
s 
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Mr.  Campbell  had  always  paid  particu- 
lar attention.  But  that  of  the  girls  was, 
in  some  respects,  out  of  his  province ; 
and  though  the  young  ladies  of  the 
neighbourhood  had  at  different  times 
undertaken  to  superintend  it,  and  had 
really  acquitted  themselves  with  zeal 
and  diligence  for  a  certain  period,  yet 
when  the  novelty  had  subsided,  dis- 
tance, bad  weather,  colds,  or  the  stu- 
pidity of  the  children,  had  gradually 
left  it  almost  to  the  mercy  of  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell, whose  indifferent  health  rendered 
such  a  task,  without  assistance,  a  fatigu- 
ing exertion.  The  reason,  perhaps, 
why  these  persons  so  easily  reconciled 
themselves  to  giving  their  money  only, 
where  a  small  portion  of  their  time 
would  have  so  greatly  increased  the 
benefit,  was  because  they  did  not  at 
first  act  upon  the  broad  basis  of  Chris- 
tian charity;  but  expected  the  present 
return  of  gratitude  and  improvement, 
which  the  poor  are  not  always  inclined 
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to  yield.  We  must,  in  all  instances, 
serve  them  with  a  higher  reference,  or 
we  shall  be  grievously  disappointed, 
and  soon  wax  faint  in  our  labours. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  Caroline 
was  all  this  time  neglected  by  her 
friends  at  home ;  on  the  contrary,  her 
father  had  soon  returned,  bearing,  as 
Gertrude  had  foreseen,  the  olive  branch 
from  Mrs.  Howard,  and  intreating  her 
to  join  them  in  Weymouth  Street :  but 
Caroline,  though  she  thankfully  ac- 
cepted the  overtures  to  peace,  felt  so 
sore  and  wounded  from  her  recent  con- 
flict, that  she  entreated  the  Colonel's 
permission  to  remain  where  she  was 
long  enough  to  recover  herself;  and  to 
this  he,  with  his  usual  indulgence, 
agreed,  mentally  resolving  to  alter  his 
domestic  arrangements  the  following 
year,  and  give  up  this  too  attractive 
cottage.  He  soon  after  brought  down 
with  him,  as  a  mark  of  his  lady's  favour, 
little  Charlotte ;  and  from  this  time, 
s2 
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more  than  two  or  three  weeks  never 
elapsed  without  their  seeing  him.  Caro- 
line, in  addition  to  her  other  employ- 
ments, was  now  in  reality  the  governess 
of  Georgiana,  who  was  a  very  engag- 
ing and  promising  child  ;  she  was  na- 
turally fond  of  all  children,  but  parti- 
cularly so  of  these.  "  I  will  endea- 
vour," thought  she,  "  to  guard  my  dear 
sisters  from  the  errors  into  which  I  fell 
myself;  for  they  may  never  find  a  Ger- 
trude to  point  them  out  hereafter/' 
Time,  thus  usefully  employed,  could 
not  hang  heavy  on  her  hands,  and 
Christmas  was  past,  when,  one  morn- 
ing as  she  set,  occupied  as  usual  with 
the  little  girls,  her  father  was  an- 
nounced ;  and,  to  her  great  surprise, 
he  came  accompanied  by  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst. 

"  Well  my  love,"  said  the  former, 
after  hastily  saluting  them  all,  "  we  are 
here  to  enquire  whether  you  are  really 
alive !  and  if  so,  to  endeavour  to  dis- 
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cover  the  mysterious  attraction,  that 
Mrs.  Howard  informs  us  reconciles  you 
to  blush  so  long,  unseen ;  so  pray  col- 
lect what  neighbours  you  can  muster,  to 
give  us  welcome,  for  our  visit  will  be 
but  a  short  one." 

Caroline  blushed  indeed  from  anger, 
at  the  ill-natured  insinuation  ;  but  she 
judged  it  wisest  not  to  notice  it,  and 
therefore  only  said,  "  They  will  be  soon 
collected,  I  believe,  for  most  of  them 
have  followed  your  example,  and  desert- 
ed their  leafless  groves  for  the  smoke 
and  fogs  of  London." 

"  Well,"  said  her  father,  in  rather  a 
hurried  tone,  "  do  the  best  you  can  $" 
and  with  this  injunction,  he  took  the 
arm  of  his  friend,  with  whom  he  saun- 
tered through  the  village. 

Caroline,  supposing  he  only  wished 
to  enliven  her,  went  out  likewise  ;  and 
calling  on  the  few  families  with  whom 
she  was  intimate,  requested  they  would 
come  to  her  in  the  evening,  to  share  her 
&  3 
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pleasure  in  her  father's  company.  A 
much  smaller  inducement  would  have 
inclined  them  to  accept  the  invitation, 
in  spite  of  dark  nights  and  bad  weather  : 
but  to  meet  a  nobleman,  a  lord  who  was 
a  widower,  was  quite  irresistible,  though 
no  one  doubted  but  that  the  Colonel  was 
trying  to  catch  the  valuable  prize  for 
his  own  daughter.  Among  the  rest  came 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  for  they  would 
have  considered  it  not  polite  to  disobey 
such  a* summons;  though,  for  different 
reasons,  neither  felt  at  ease.  Edward, 
perhaps,  participated  in  the  general 
opinion  concerning  Lord  Lyndhurst,  for 
he  did  not  appear  to  advantage;  and 
Caroline,  who  had  previously  resolved  to 
interest  her  noble  friend  in  his  favour, 
now  that  she  had  the  opportunity,  felt 
unaccountably  disinclined  to  .speak  to, 
or  of  him.  Her  spirits  were  oppressed, 
while  those  of  her  father  seemed  to  her 
unusually  forced.  The  evening  passed 
off  heavily,  and  she  now  imagined  that 
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the  little  party  had  been  collected,  to 
spare  the  Colonel  a  still  duller  meeting, 
with  only  herself  and  his  lordship. 
"  Things  are  going  wrong,  I  am  sure," 
thought  she,  "  and  this  intimacy  is  en- 
couraged, in  hopes  it  may  afford  him 
some  assistance/'  These  ideas  placed 
at  still  farther  distance  her  project  of 
introducing  the  subject  of  the  young 
Curate,  and  she  retired  to  rest  with 
many  gloomy  anticipations.  The  next 
morning  was  Sunday,  and  she  was  gra- 
tified to  find  the  two  gentlemen  ready  to 
accompany  her  to  church.  During  ser- 
vice, she  could  not  forbear  glancing  at 
Lord  Lyndhurst,  to  see  what  impression 
was  made  upon  him  by  the  solemn  and 
impressive  manner  in  which  it  was  here 
performed  ;  but  she  could  only  read  in 
his  countenance  reverence  and  attention, 
and  she  blushed  at  the  intrusion  of  such 
worldly  thoughts.  When  all  was  over, 
however,  the  Colonel  and  his  lordship 
went  up  to  Mr.  Campbell  and  thanked 
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him  for  the  excellent  sermon  he  had 
given  them  ;  and  Lord  L —  in  particular 
expressed  a  hope  that  they  should  be 
better  acquainted.  He  then  accom- 
panied Caroline  and  Georgiana  home, 
while  the  Colonel  (a  temptation  he  never 
could  resist)  joined  a  party  of  pretty 
tittering  misses,  who  had  some  distance 
to  walk  :  with  all  such  he  was  a  fa- 
vourite, for  his  neat  and  well  turned  com- 
pliments ;  and  when  upon  this  occasion 
he  took  leave  of  them,  a  gay  gallant  in 
his  own  opinion  observed,  "  That  really 
though  he  was  old,  he  was  a  nice  man." 
Lord  Lyndhurst  and  Caroline  mean- 
while fell  into  discourse  concerning  the 
church  and  its  curate. 

"  Mr.  Campbell  appears  a  very  supe- 
rior young  man  !"  observed  his  Lord- 
ship. 

"  Very  much  so  indeed;"  answered 
she  with  hesitation,  "  and  his  aunt,  that 
pale  but  pleasing  looking  lady,  who  sat 
in  the  parsonage  pew,  is  a  most  pious 
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and  excellent  woman,  and  has  been 
almost  a  mother  to  me."  Then  clearing 
her  throat  and  making  a  great  exertion, 
she  slightly  sketched  to  her  attentive 
listener  the  few  particulars  of  their  his- 
tory, with  which  she  was  acquainted. 
Its  conclusion  brought  them  to  their 
own  door,  and  the  noisy  delight  of  Char- 
lotte at  their  return  saved  his  lordship 
the  trouble  of  a  reply. 

In  the  afternoon  the  two  gentlemen 
set  out  for  London,  having  arranged 
with  Caroline  that  she  should  follow  in 
a  month.  That  she  was  to  be  Lady 
Lyndhurst,  was  now  currently  reported 
and  universally  beleived  in  this  small 
circle  ;  and  as  Edward  Campbell  had 
again  relapsed  into  distance  and  respect, 
Caroline  saw  with  great  vexation,  that 
he  and  his  aunt  had  fallen  into  the  gene- 
ral error.  But  she  was  not  deceived 
herself,  though  half  angry  with  her 
father  and  his  lordship,  for  having 
exposed  her  to  such  misconstruction. 
Women  are  said  to  possess  a  peculiar 
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faculty,  by  which  they  discover  con- 
cealed attachment;  and  Caroline  re- 
tained a  sufficient  portion  of  her  ancient 
vanity  not  to  dislike  admiration;  but  in 
this  instance  she  felt  convinced  that 
Lord  Lyndhurst's  regard  for  her  was 
connected  with,  and  built  upon  his 
tender  remembrance  of  his  deceased 
lady;  more  resembling  that  of  a  kind 
relative,  then  a  lover.  To  convince 
others  on  this  point  was,  however,  so 
difficult  that  she  gave  it  up  in  anger, 
aud  when  the  time  arrived,  removed 
once  more  to  London,  where  she  was 
welcomed  with  great  politeness  by  Mrs. 
Howard,  and  where  she  received  more 
than  the  usual  number  of  kind  speeches 
from  Mrs.  Stapylton. 

Without  investigating  the  causes  of 
this  agreeable  change,  Caroline  re- 
joiced in  its  effects,  and  she  had  scarcely 
settled  herself  in  her  new  habitation 
when  she  was  told  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  enquired  for  her.  Surprised 
and  overjoyed,  she  hastened  to  receive 
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them ;  both  were  extremely  agitated, 
but  Mrs.  Maria  first  recovering  herself, 
said, 

"  We  are  come,  my  dear  child,  to 
thank  you  for  our  good  fortune,  con- 
vinced that  to  you  we  owe  it,  for  except 
at  your  intercession  Lord  Lyndhurst 
never  would  have  thought  of  Edward/' 

Caroline  looked  amazed  !  while  Mr. 
Campbell  cast  on  her  an  eager  pene- 
trating glance.  "  Impossible !"  con- 
tinued Mrs.  C — ,  ee  that  you  should  not 
know  my  nephew  is  appointed  Rector  of 
Heathfield  ?" 

"  Indeed  !"  said  Caroline,  her  coun- 
tenance beaming  with  joy,  ""this  is 
good  news  !  let  me  congratulate  you 
my  dear  friends  5" — but,  added  she,  as 
turning  her  sparkling  eyes  on  Edward 
she  observed  the  gloomy  expression  of 
his,  "  what  is  there  in  this  business  that 
alloys  it  advantages  ?  for  I  see  plainly, 
all  is  not  right." 

"  Only  my  love,"  answered  the  good 
lady,  «  that  my  nephew  is  at  first  a 
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little  overpowered  ; — this  living  being  in 
my  lord's  own  parish,  will  cause  you  to 
be  neighbours  in  future,  and  I  suppose 
he  thought  you  would  prefer  continuing 
under  the  pastor  you  honoured  with  your 
approbation." 

"  How  many  times/'  said  Caroline 
with  marked  displeasure,  "  am  I  to 
repeat,  that  Lord  Lyndhurst  will  never 
be  to  me  more  than  the  respected  friend, 
who—" 

«  May  I  credit  this  ?"  cried  Edward 
eagerly  advancing,  «  then,  beloved 
Caroline,  condescend  to  give  value  to 
your  own  gift,  by  sharing  with  me 
what  without  you  were  valueless." 

Miss  Howard  was  taken  by  surprise  ; 
but  she  did  not  afterwards  repent  the 
conditional  acceptance  of  this  not  un- 
pleasing  offer,  which  the  aunt  and  the 
nephew  had  extorted  from  her  when  the 
Colonel  entered  the  apartment,  to  con- 
firm it  by  his  sanction.  He  had  him- 
self, in  conjunction  with  his  Lordship, 
arranged  the  little  plot,  and  now  ten- 
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derly  embracing"  his  daughter,  "  This," 
said  he,  "is  the  happiest  moment  I  have 
known  for  years  !  I  see  my  Caroline 
rewarded,  and  likely  to  be  as  fortunate 
as  she  deserves  ;  but  come/'  continued 
he,  dashing  from  his  eye  an  unusual 
intruder,  "  come  and  receive  your  mo- 
ther's congratulations  :  I  assure  you  that 
it  was  through  her  Lord  Lyndhurst 
discovered  the  important  secret  that 

sent  us  down  to ;  though,  in  truth, 

I  believe  he  did  not  anticipate  such  a 
result  from  her  communications." 

Lord  Lyndhurst  had  indeed  availed 
himself  with  pleasure  of  the  favourable 
opportunity  Mrs.  Howard's  sarcastic  inu- 
endoes  had  opened  to  him,  of  not  only 
returning  the  obligation  he  felt  he  owed 
to  Caroline,  but  likewise  of  assuring  to 
himself  a  pious  clergyman  and  agree- 
able society,  in  the  parish  where  he 
henceforth  intended  principally  to  re- 
side ;  and  to  accomplish  all  this  at  once, 
he  had  persuaded  the  present  incum- 
bent of  Heathfield,  his  former  tutor,  to 
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exchange  into  a  vacant  benefice,  which 
was  more  profitahle  and  nearer  London. 
He  had  only  delayed  the  welcome  com- 
munication long  enough  to  inquire  into 
the  former  conduct  and  history  of  Ed- 
ward Campbell  ;  and  finding  both  ex- 
actly what  had  been  represented,  he 
now  earnestly  entreated  th.-y  would  not 
lose  time  in  unnecessary  forms  and 
punctilio,  but  hasten  to  take  possession 
of  the  parsonage-house  he  was  pre- 
paring for  their  reception.  Caroline, 
who  had  always  considered  the  wife  of 
a  conscientious  minister  of  God  in  easy 
circumstances,  to  stand  at  the  summit 
of  human  happiness  and  earthly  im- 
portance, could  not  at  first  persuade 
herself  this  enviable  lot  was  to  be  in- 
deed her  own :  the  only  drawback  to 
her  felicity  was  the  fear  of  not  being 
worthy  of  it,  for  she  remembered  that 
Mdiere  much  is  given  much  will  be  re 
quired,  and  considered  that  she  should 
be  now  called  upon  to  set  an  example 
of  piety  and  good  works,  to  such  of 
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her  sex  as  lived  within  the  circle  of  her 
influence.  She  insisted  on  her  friend 
Miss  Orme's  giving  up  her  situation  in 
honour  of  this  great  occasion,  "  You 
designed  to  quit  Amanda  in  a  few 
months,"  said  she,  "  and  I  shall  now 
need  your  advice  as  much  as  she  can 
do  :  for  I  dare  not  enter  upon  such 
important  duties  without  my  Mentor/' 
Gertrude  was  persuaded,  aware  that  her 
experience  in  this  particular  instance 
might  be  useful  ;  and  as  there  were 
neither  jewels  to  purchase  nor  settle- 
ments to  draw  out,  their  simple  arrange- 
ments were  speedily  completed ;  and 
Colonel  Howard,  who  meditated  break- 
ing up  his  expensive  establishment,  and 
who  had,  at  Caroline's  request,  agreed 
to  Georgiana  remaining  with  her,  not 
a  little  pleased  at  thus  honourably  getting 
two  daughters  off  his  hands,  was  soon 
after  called  upon  to  assist  at  the  impor- 
tant ceremony,  which  gave  Caroline 
Howard  to  Edward  Campbell ;  imme- 
diately after  which,  the  happy  couple, 
T  2 
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accompanied  only  by  Miss  Or  me,  set 
off  for  Heathfield  Parsonage,  leaving 
Mrs.  Maria  Campbell  to  follow  at  her 
leisure,  with  Miss  Howard,  as  she  had 
several  parting  difficulties  to  adjust  in 
Kent,  as  well  as  to  see  the  packing  and 
removal  of  their  effects.  The  necessary 
business  somewhat  sobered  her  joy,  as 
she  could  not  contemplate  with  in- 
difference the  sorrow  expressed  at  their 
departure,  both  by  rich  and  poor.  Dur- 
ing this  interval  Colonel  Howard  like- 
wise had  made  such  good  use  of  his 
time,  that  he  was  prepared  to  escort 
them  on  their  journey,  in  order  to  wit- 
ness his  daughter's  happiness,  prepa- 
ratory to  a  long  absence  from  her ;  as 
he  was  now  really  going  abroad  to 
retrench  for  three  years,  during  which 
time  he  promised  to  keep  out  of  the  way 
of  great  towns,  and  settle  himself  some 
where  in  Normandy.  And  on  the  faith  of 
this  good  resolution  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell, with  Georgiana,  promised  to  pay 
him  a  visit  during  the  following  summer. 
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The  worthy  Mrs.  Maria  Campbell, 
who  participated  with  a  mother's  affec- 
tion in  the  good  fortune  of  her  niece 
and  nephew,  was  soon  established  in  a 
neat  cottage  on  the  Glebe  Lands ;  and 
Lord  Lyndhurst,  whose  extensive  im- 
provements kept  him  almost  always  in 
the  neighbourhood,  congratulated  him- 
self on  having  drawn  about  him  such 
attractive  society. 

Gertrude  Orme  was  a  distinguished 
member  of  this  happy  circle  ;  and  it  was 
quite  impossible  that  his  Lordship  could 
long  see  with  indifference  one  so  calcu- 
lated to  be  loved,  as  well  as  admired, 
in  the  calm  domestic  sphere ;  although,, 
perhaps,  in  courts  or  drawing-rooms 
she  might  have  been  overlooked.  But 
Lord  Lyndhurst  no  longer  sought  a 
wife  suited  to  shine  in  such  spheres,  but 
an  amiable  rational  companion  for  his 
home;  above  all,  a  woman  likely  to 
consider  and  advance  the  important 
purpose  he  had  now  most  in  view — that 
of  making  the  latter  part  of  his  exis- 
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tence  useful  to  his  fellow-creatures  ; 
that  of  furthering  his  own  immortal 
interests  ;  and  as  Miss  Orme,  though 
any  thing  rather  than  ambitious,  could 
not  be  blind  to  the  advantages  of  such 
a  connexion,  no  sooner  was  Heathfield 
Park  in  readiness  to  redeive  her  than  she 
became  its  mistress,  and  the  wife  of  a 
man  she  had  long  loved  and  respected, 
for  his  kindness  to  her  friends.  This 
was  indeed  an  addition  to  Caroline's  feli- 
city. But  both  she  and  Lady  Lyndhurst, 
happy  and  thankful  as  they  were,  forgot 
not  that  the  issue  of  all  things  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord,  who  alone  knows 
what  is  good  for  us  all  the  days  of  this 
life,  in  which  we  disquiet  ourselves  in 
vain.  Surrounded  by  so  many  and 
such  new  duties,  shedding  her  benig- 
nant and  pervading  influence  on  all 
around  her,  the  new-made  peeress  did 
not  forget  her  former  pupil;  and  as 
Mrs.  Leslie  was  ahvays  pleased  that 
Amanda  should  be  Lady  Lyndhurst'? 
guest,  this  kind  .friend  had  sufficient 
opportunity  to  finish  her  good  work 
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with  that  interesting  girl,  who  lived 
not  only  to  do  honour  to  her  governess, 
but  to  become  the  blessing,  as  well  as 
the  pride,  of  her  parents.  The  same 
ennobling  sentiment  which  had  made 
Gertrude  Orme  dignified  in  adversity, 
rendered  her  humble  in  prosperity  ;  and 
though  her  natural  taste  for  retirement 
would  have  led  her  to  agree  with  her 
husband  in  the  wish  of  residing  entirely 
in  the  country,  yet,  considering  it  his 
duty  to  attend  his  place  as  hereditary 
counsellor  of  his  Sovereign,  and  that  of 
both  to  set  the  example  befitting  their 
station  in  London,  as  wrell  as  on  their 
own  estates,  she  prevailed  on  him  to 
leave  their  beloved  Heathfield  for  three 
months  in  the  year ;  during  which  they 
mixed  with  the  great  and  the  noble, 
demonstrating  the  possibility  of  living 
with  God,  even  in  the  fashionable 
world ;  of  uniting  exemplary  piety 
with  the  manners  and  the  society  suita- 
ble in  high  and  polished  life. 

After  these  migrations,  they  returned 
with  double  pleasure  to  the  refreshing 
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pursuits  and  rational  employments  of 
the  country.  Lord  Lyndhurst  and  his 
Chaplain  went  hand-in-hand  in  all 
their  schemes  of  improvement  and 
benevolence  ;  while  their  respective 
ladies,  acting  only  in  their  own  peculiar 
province,  became  patterns  to  their  sex, 
of  what  the  Christian  wife,  friend, 
mother,  and  mistress,  should  illustrate. 
Their  children  grew  up  together,  and 
called  them  blessed  ;  and  although  they 
were  visited  with  sorrow  and  sickness, 
as  were  others,  yet  the  friendship  which 
had  cheered  their  early  youth,  continu- 
ing through  maturer  years  to  glow 
with  that  peculiar  .warmth  unknown 
to  the  connexions  formed  in  later  life, 
shed  its  soft  rays  over  approaching  age, 
and  was  only  extinguished  in  the  tomb, 
to  burst  with  purer  light  in  heaven. 

THE  END. 
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